
____________________________________________________ 
-- ~ -il

4,31t ?th, 18M.] THE WEEIC.

lieCOLEPIIbGE.-II. st

%*5rerac bas aiready beesuruade to the tih
qve?8aIi'Y O tic gealus o! Coleridge. He ec

entdChlateristces and qualities îvbicb tih
sel"om !ouud together la the samne per- w
l' ' w-aS not only an excellent scholar; E.

.er ia me n prodlious and bis pow- vi

O0 alr enabld hl ortain mueh

hooh rea. Juis splendidimgn- l

% dispilay,< lu luls poeme, and evea ni

hiettb' genlus took different formes tbis tl

Dh y ,Was hardly lems iiu)fe8teci in bis h
It le iceal specuiatiouis. ti

Cràl,î lardlIY possible to over eptimate
1 5le' Influence on tire îliongbt o! L.

h4e 1r.r John Mili deelared, "No one Il

%o outributed more to shape the opinions .

1 1 j01'g YOnnlgor mon w-ho cari ho said to I
thi anly Opinilons at ail." Mr. Mili

]Ikm that l3entbian's influence w-as nions Il

0~ott COleridge's. Certaily Mr. Miii c

lil as3 more under the influence of

%e r and Mr. 'Mill w-as, for a time ai- s

thit %uPreomsr la Englisli thonght; but

the, Infuele bas greatly decnyed, and att

tel Plblà5u Mlioment it e'an hardly be doubt-

ndfm thespiritual philosophy o! Cols- i
tulnI'l the ascendant. It may be usef!l
ut d115tt0 briefîy sonia o! the departments

1 4 glot lu W-ich the Influence o! Cole-

weha been feit.

4 r1ightý tiret coaciýder bis influence
'Utlje Hlere w-e are under the dis-

114 g f living and breathing la the

lig!0 tbat, critical echool o! w-iicb Cols-

W8aimnjs the begmnner. Take oas

aiuÇfle o! this influence-the criti-
F3i1kespeare. Editors and commen-

tl fi loetit very rendy to acknow-iedgs
obigtions Ici those w-ho have work-

rtl -theul; but thre are certain names

4t.e Stand Our, as representing tire best
bo. O!ra0 their owa îlay, suchi as Dr. E.
aldno! the present moment, Mr. Dyce

Chiarles 1.ýnigîit o! former tumes.
a flý erltiPs bail cousideraule differences

ab d, ttiOniselves; but eacb one o!' tien
bb 1ole SOlflethlag to advance the study

~ nfy nlretifY tire critidîsms o! our

j flit. The influence o! Cole-

visib 8 le ln tliem ail; and Mr. Chas.
i~ u , One o! tire firet, ln Englnd to la-

s l top le'~b Purity of Shikcspeare's text,
Pe lyrefers to Coleridge as bis master,
114a 1 w-e poeses< oaly notes and

(if o his lectures, w-e cau disceru
eiti ku 1~ clearness, and f ineness o! hie

-Nt 11 Oiily w-e compared hie work
witb e Woik <if those w-ho succeeded hlm

FMal POiiucriticeis, even that o! a
tr"ý UU(lge'4 as Jobanson, ive shall ses
ber Coleridge, the study o! Shakes-

rilitentre4 upon a nsw era.
ï to a lu~e mnay be snid o! Ilterature

O H or aud Lamb did mors than

~ tO rscall attention to the Eliza-
Woti drarla. Hie remnrke on Wordaf-

fi b show tint lis w-as himeel!

a~eî I POt, but a critie o! the hlgb-
*t'c'ee W-ho discerned at once the

wut, Il the w-eu kaes o! Words-

J bî!i rs- le ivas, morsover, ons
1*1 lr% and Probaîîy the chie! o! those

l%îîh 111011n literature known to the
1-4% pubie.On these pointsait le
ar UCO 5 Y to dilate and space for-

2ý P e Illustration .

'10 regard t o bis position la Phll-

4 1 1 ltbOugh dl!!em-et opinions have
thif btièters le now a general consent

e-outributed nothing positive to
-~-Dr'I-t o' pbi'o-ophieai thouglit,

not only did powerfuliy influence ail Ch

adents o! pbilosophy la the second and w

!rd quarters o! this century, but lie aiso rej

,ntributed largely to the discreditilig of mi

es empiricai and materlalistie piosophy o!

hicb bas bad such powerful advoeates Ini sis

ngiand, and promotod more spiritual re

ews o! the problemes o! life and tbought. ln

He Is said to have !ormed grand schemes CoE

a systein o! philosophy w-hidi came to la

hting. But it ls by ao mens certain tii

rat any formaily complete treatise would co

ave, bad a greater stimulnting power f0

han the bints wliici lie bas le!t In the is

Aide to lioflection," and "Biographia le

itorariai." lt is said that bie wns unintel- G~

gible. Byron describes hlm as ai

Explaiuing metaphysics to the nation, ai

w-ish hoe wouid explain bis expianation."l ai

But Ibis charge bias been made agaînst di

nost philosophors, froni the days o! Hema- le

litas to those o!' Hegel and Green.

ban Mansel comiplained that hie misundel'-

tood Kaut la regard to bis use o! Reasôn,e

*oieridge saying that with Kant it w-asa

Ile intultional faculty, which w-as Jncobi's t

iew and not Kant's. But svsry one must '1

cnow tiîat Kant's treatment o! this sub- b

ect lu bis Dialectic le hlgbly artifîcial and

oceasionally unc'rtain; and even Dýýaa Man- t

sel does not escape criticism, for Professer 8

%iahaffy doclares o! hlm that hie !ollow5 1

Kant as far as hoe understands hlm! e

Thon, again, it le salol that hie plaglar- r

Ized f rom Schelling. and a passage w-as

actually prodriced whicb Coleridge had t

printed as his own, wbicb w-as a mnni!sest 8

translation froni the German philosopher. t

But7 the expianation vas very simîple. i

Coleridge had eopied tire passage la Eng-

Ilsh inlto a cyrnmonplace book, ueglscting

to give a refercade te its source, and not

unuaturally took It aftorwards for bis

ow-n This expanation w-ll be tînite in-

telligent to those w 110 renrembei' the ad-

'mirable style o! Sceiling's philosopb-

icai w-ritingii, and also tire peculiar excel-

lence of Coleridge's translations w-bld

make the reader !>rget that tbey are not

original w-orks.
We3 notice somne of these accusations not

because o! th-cir iatrlusic Importance, but

because tbey are the current coin o! the

disparager.s o! Coîleridge. We shall see

preaently that hae left n mark on Engliali

thougbt w-hidi no plagiarist, or copylet,

or muddle-iisaded dreamer couid have 1sf t.

Great, howse-er, as w-as Coleridge's iaterest

la pbllosoplKy, it, was cbie!ly as the band-

maid of tbeology that lie attachied !i-

portance Io its study.

3. Coleridge, like ail great thînlers, re-

garded Tbeology ais the Scientîn Sclenti-

arum, and deep as w-as bis attachament to

Pbllosopby, w-itb hlm sbe w-as but the'

hiaimaid of th,3 Dlv!ne Science. Doubtless

bis own religions history bad strengtlened

bis sense of the importance of tbcology. In.

bis earlier days he ba.d got qulte uasettled

ln bie; religionus opinions. TIls williagaess,

n!ter bis marriage, to undertake the pas-

torato o! an Unitariafi congregation shows

us pretty piainly where hie lad dritted.

Subsequent stiidy o! the Fathers, the

groat Anglican wrlters, and mysticai di-

vines Ilke Taulýer, Behme, and William
Law had made hlm pro!oundiy dIssatisfied

witii the shaiiow vlew5 o! Arma and Ar-

lanlzfng writere, and lie came to a settled

beilef la tise Catholle faith, as it w-as bld

alîke by Romans, Anglicans, and the more

Ortbodox ]Protestant Communions.

But Coleridge, %vhile holding firmfly the

ristian. religion, saw clearly enOugh, ag
e now Sec, that many o! the ways Of

presenting Christain doctrine were nlot

ereiy offensive to men of taste, but causes

stumbllng to men of intellectual con-

îtency; and hie set to work to show the

asonablenesa of Christian doctrine wbile

slstlflg upon its experiniental reality.

leridge indeed presents us with a siagu-

r biending of the ratioril and the inys-

cal. The main purpose o! Coleridge ln

nnecting philosophy and theology le set

rth in a quotation fromn Laictantlus whlch

prefixed to the "Aida to Reflection," and

here given ln Engliieh. "It lias pleased

od that mnan should have suCh a nature

ate h* desirous of two things, Religion
nd Wisdom. But men are lend astray so>

ato seek for religion and leave out wls-

oui, or to strive for wisdom alone and

ave out religion. Thls is an error, sinc

le one without the other cannot be true."

[ere is Coleridge's text, and lie devotes is

liergies to the recoaciliation o! phllosophy

nd theology-an attempt which was once

liougbt dangerous and presumptuoue, but

hiich ho and othere have ta)uglit us to

e a duty and a matter o! course.

If we ask what have been the effects of

his endeavour, it ls bardly possible to an-

,wer the question except ln the mereet out-

!ne; for the Influences of Coleridge on mod-

rn theological tbought bave been se far-

'eaching that we couid hnrdly explain

hem wltboflt giving a history o! every

heologlcal moveorent o! the last f if ty or

~ixty years. Whether we turn our atten-

:Ion to the differeut departmrents o! relig-

ous tbought or to the ecciesiastieni mfove-

raouts, ln elther Case we muet discern bisi

influence.
For aL moment consider bis Influence o1n

rellgiju,3 thought gênrally, and It will be

apparent that lie bas toriched it at every

point. The Evideuces of Religion, the In-

spiration o! Scripture, the Conception O!-

God, the Nature o! Faith, tire Spirituality

o! Morality - oach of theme sublects lias-

been studied and treated lu a different fash-

ion since Coleridge wrote. It is not, Of

course. pretended thnt Coleridge was the

originator o! ail the, Ideas to which bie

gave currsncy. Coleridge, like ail great

thinkers. was a symptoni as well as an su-

ergy. nt. wns part o! a movement as well

as a mnover. But, for ail that, bie Was bIni-

sel! a distinct and tangible power, the e!-

feets o! whicb Stil remairi wlth us. We

wlsb it were possible for us to Illustrate ln.

dotail bls influence ln regard to the sub-

Jocts above uoted. We would refer to the

Layan's Sermon on IiispiratOfl. to bis-

pro!ound remark that Faith is the synthe-

sis o! Iteason and Will. As regards the

Evîdences, it le possible that, through hie-

influenlce, tire exterBal evIdeilces o! mira-

cls may have been undu]y disparaged,

and we think thus bias happened, yet biW

empbflsizlng the moral and spiritual aide

of evidential testlmony w-as important and

valuable. We cannot say that w-e Owe to,

hlm alone our deliverafles !romr the deistic

conception o! a Raler o! tie Universe who-

w-as externl to the world wbich He gov-

erned and our beilef la il GodI ln Wbom

w-e live and move and have our belng ;but

assuredly bis teaebi< must be reckoged.

among the pow0rs w-hIch have United thsee

changes o! vlew.
if we turn fromn the subWet of religins

thought ln genertil to that o! Church.

movemeuts, we shall find that his Influence

waH very powerful, and that it may easily
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