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faction as to the uncertainty which exists as to
the true history of all that transpired at the
Conference.

Under such circumstances it might have
been expected that the Canadian Government
would, of its own accord, have, at the earliest
possible opportunity, obtained the consent of
the Fritish Government to lay the whole of the
papers before Parliament, so that the House
and the people should be in a position to judge
as to whether the Canadian or American version
of what transpired is the truthful version. Not
only this, but that the House and the pecple
should be enabled to determine whether the
Canadian Government had displayed that
sincerity and earnestness in their dealings with
this question which might be expected from a
Government specially entrusted with this par-
ticular duty. Further, in view of the general
indifference or hostility manifested so generally
by the press and politicians of the United
States with respect to reciprocity with Canada,
did the Canadian Government present to the
conference such facts relating to the commerce
between the two countries gs, in their own
judgment, previously justified them in appeal-
ing to the electors for authority to deal with
the question and in assuring the people of a
fair prospect of success? The production of
the necessary papers, which it is to be hoped
will not now be much longer delayed, will
enable the country to judge whether the
Government has performed its whole duty on
this all-important subject with that zeal, ability
and discretion which entitle them to claim the
continued confidence of their supporters. A
littletinkering with the tariffnow willnotabsolve
them from condemnation if it shall appear that
they have proved incapable or remiss in the
performance of the special duty with which they
were intrusted and which they professed themn-
selves to be capable of accomplishing. 1If, on
the other hand, it shall be shown that the pro-
positions for reciprocity submitted by the Can-
adian Government were of such a fair and
reasonable character as might have been
expected to meet with acceptance by the United
States administration, but were rejected by the
latter through an over-reaching or arrogant
disposition to exact unreasonable concessions,
the Government at Ottawa will undoubtedly
not only confirm but greatly strengthen the
very large measure of popular support which
they now enjoy.

Toronto. ROBERT H. LAWDER.
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TEe impression is, that unless death demands
him, Dr. Herz will be extradited on the
charge of swindling and receiving money for il-
legal purposes. He cannot plead politics, as
the most curious circumstance about Panama-
ism is, that the scandals benefit no politica)
party, save the revolutionists, whom the po-
lice lock after. Individual notorieties are hit,
but the Assize court and the General elections
will correct their misdeeds, TheRepublic will
wash herself clear of all the filth, and be all the
better after the operation ; her confidence was
misplaced, abus:d ; she will change the scene
and the men. Herz will have to show what
work, labor, or value he gave for his millions ;
and the Bow Street magistrate will decide if the
funds of a public company were to be accepted
for the settlement of shady transacticns. This
must involve the production of the voucher
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payments by the Canal Co., and the same class
of documents by Dr. Herz, as to what he did
with his pull at the millions.

The grand interest in the scandals has sub-
sided : the main lines of the frauds are known:
the chief culpables of the venalities are in the
hands of justice, and the 650,000 victimized
shareholders feel satisfied. Those who have dis-
loyally aided to suck the Company’s Cash box
dry, must refund their swindlings, no matter
how they may have arranged to place the loot.
The negative result of the analyses of the re-
mains of de Reinach, has not disappointed
opinion : the chemists discovered no poison,
but decline to say that he was not poisoned.
However the six distinguished toxicologists
during their researches discovered a wholly un-
known poison, and one which is the product of
death itself, as the same mysterious agent has
been recognized in other corpses submitted to
examination.

Deputy Pontois emits a very ingenious
idea; for the completion «f the Panama
Canal ; the founding of a Central Rural Bank
for the use of Agricultural Syndicates ; the
providing of Pensions for Aged Labor, and
succour for the victims of industry accidents.
He proposes the constitution of a National In-
stitute of Finance, with a capital of 5} millions
of francs, say in 10 million shares of 520 fr.,
each to be controlled, but not managed, by the
State. The amount of the share to be collected
during ten years, at the rate of one franc per
week, One half the capital will be lodged
with the State to feed the Pension Fund, and
annually redeem the moiety of the shares, so
that in one hundred years the Shares will be
paid off. No persons will be allowed to have
more than ten shares, as a rule, which must be
held in their name so as to check speculation.
None will be allocated to foreigners. The
other moiety of the Capital will bemanipulated
by the Institute— 500 millions for the Rural
Bank ; 600 millions to complete the Panama
canal ; the rest for cheap housings for thepoor,
the abolition of the fees of law courts—free
justice ; the redemption of the other half of
the shares till their total extinction in a cen-
tury, etc. The earnings of the Canal and the
other industrial enterprises, will be divided be-
tween the shareholders, but in the case of
Panama the victims will receive 40 per cent of
the net profits till wholly indemnified. This
combination of the Popular and the savings
banks, would succeed if favored by the state,
but not otherwise. The only dark spot in the
movement for completing the Canal is, what
role does the United States, if any, intend to
fill toward an extension of the concession by
the government of Colombia, to the old Com-
pany ?

A fresh source of trouble in workshops and
manufactories has been caused, due to the
coming into operation of the new law limiting
the hours and conditions of work for women
and children. The amelioration is not unan-
imously accepted as a benefit, but the advo-
cates of shorter hours welcome the law, as it
will lessen the number of the unemployed.
The law has necessitated the creation of a staff
of inspectors, a new departwment, etc., involving
an additicn to the budget of 648,000 francs
yearly. It is calculated, that the 22,000 women
and children compelled to work less, and so
submié to reduced earnings, would have their
complaints nullitied, were the 648,000 francs
distributed for their relief.

Startling news for the pious and the pil-
grims ; as the enormous structure of the Cath-

M‘,nt'
edral of the Sacre Cﬂeur]» ;r‘;cwd :nmiﬁwy
martre, approaches completiof = . ,us
authorities find it becomos 90 o ould 8-
object for long range axtille?ry, ““u’ r&“lut.
tract an enemy’s fire with disastro fro®”
that important quarter of Patm;;cil to PYT
thinkers urge the municipzlxl .cou oS itsle
chase the building, convert it into stoeple:
and fly the red cross flag from t:he and i
There is no more hard working
sive body of public servants n b,t,pinfr?’
than the national teachers, .Th‘f’y :’ ¢
all political and social complicatif ;;chof’lll""
then the consternation of the o whe? 3
ters of Finisterre a short time agin‘g oﬂly,‘“
local journal accused them of bers pel o
army of police spies; 227 teache b
to the region, at once took ‘“‘3% §ra008 "
the journal, which was fined 5 10 each !
costs, plus damages of 100 f“mcs jud ofits
the maligned. It isamost righteot neﬂpﬂ’eﬂ
as the reckless manner French o paus®®
calumniate, requires & check:
scandal illustrate the extent of
Necessity is the mobl:lel‘ "e
oung man respectably dresse® - te
an grdered topbe driven to 8 mltl:azbe b
nus. After some time he 03“‘::1 rered 80
man to pull up ; he got out, &
upholstery shop with a neWSPsp:y ltre"‘d
his arms. Odd, reasoned cabby¥y '
no baggage when he jumpedin ; ger ashed
he glanced inside the vehicle, then asn Y !
the shop, and seized the youns ! r3i0%
collar ; cause : ripping open the cv :
packing up the hair to sell. 1akeD pl'@
‘Quite a delightful change has e;oe‘sﬂi'df
in the weather : the cold snap ¥ the ®
severe while it lasted. Never Wer° condiﬁi"'ﬂ
of Paris so long in an unwalkable other g
the snow, thaw, and frost, keep tog Pick-si‘"
liberty, equality, and fraternitys 50 ms'erﬂ
shovels, india-rubberscrapers. 3847, g g0*"
useless. While the evil lasted it 8% uﬂw;
amount of day and night work t‘; Ther® 3
ployed—wages doubled for the l“tteu.se the 5,”‘.
still a great deal of real misery, Deo*)" "1t ¥ o
nation of business is very geh® ﬁr'nlﬂha‘ho
curious fact that now, when soma? vod £ s
had to reduce hands, they are res°

6
future to keep to a smaller,n};‘;f edpe;gfdi"

volume of affairs, with dim! sodic®
r ather than be subjected to the 1? ::1 buﬂ’”of:r
turbing, and weary ebbs and flo¥ Jost ¥ % o
Shakespeare is mot wholly aburb ol of
France. A short time ago the 8% 1 braP sl
genteuil, celebrated for its spe
cholera producing wine, roote me
epitaph slab, containing the ng s ?
mortal bard, they so conclude 'y be 5
deceased had the same name, O
soldier of the allies slain dﬂrmrg SPIﬂW
sieges of Paris. Now, howeVee; he
Theosophic periodical annO“"zril’)uwr Pl‘jn
Shakespeare has become & COBY "y, oX
columns, and that he is‘prepf‘sr drama®_op-
any puzzling passages In con o
Roybert Browgning would ouly be ??c,-ossed th
ding, though he has but recently o
bar ?” . pas (,peﬂbdy
The picture-season ende.mlfu dos 00 “ind
the first show of paintings 10¢ Woma!;ipg.
contributors., This is like.Placmgnu du 65
children in front of the msm'g,bi am
al breato.

ity
nig?
the 1 on: ®

. {1
£ mV;:da,b,

.
,

revolution. Be it so : t;lhe izxm p

to wholly bad ; all mechan < 8 ;
work. K few days ago along wl;ht, to n'®
looked into the public auction ma or it goot
how paintings were bought “gblesmb" ‘
times, these are the class of ar frax_lc‘.
sent to the hammer. ¥or ¢ oil P8 ol e
could purchase a cart load © eprese?
whose rich framings aloné flt,,,lent \n 7
times that sum—Whgt time anh not 8%°g,
what life-careers wrecked | WP¥

a trade ?




