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keeping with the prime object of the free-grant system-

that of furthering the settlement and cultivation of the

country? There is surely land enough for ail, without

boîng unfair or niggarilly to the children of the original

propriemtors.____

T BANKS to the action o! the Premier in giving it a

plc nthe Government orders, Dr. Weldon's Extra-

ditioit Act passed through both Hybuses of Parliament with

uniexpected celerity. 1 t now awaits only the assent of the

-4overnor-Ceneritl to become operative. Some reason to

apprehend delay froma this quarter arises from the fact, of

which Mr. Milis reminded the Members of the Cominons,

Llhat similar legisiation proposed by hlm some years ago

bad ben ol)Jected to by England. But had it been the

intention to persist in filat objection it seems altogether

likely that the C.overninent would have had some intima-

lion of it, and wotild have governed themseives accordingly.

'iiefact that the measure is merely an Act o! Parliament

inîl could bé promptiy repealed in case any evil or abuse

sI1otI(I le found to follow from it, reduces any objection

whieli night otherwise hold againat one-sided action in

sîwîli a matter to the minimum, and in view of the actual

anîd growing practical evii wbich it is designed to remedy,

ii 4ons higbly improbable that the British (lovernmlent

would vejto it on purely theoreticai grouinds. It is not

easy Lo understand wby the Comnions sbould have refused

by so large a înaJority to make the Bill retro-active. The

ordinary objections to exi post lacto legisiation seem hard>'

applicable ini this case. Surel>' those wbo have corne to

t lie country to escape the punishment due to crime cannot,

l'y lapse of timie, have acquired an>' vested rigbts in their

inmiiiunit>' from .justice. A crime does not become outiawed

like a delt. The alieýgd'danger to innocent and unsuspec-

i ing famnilles, must 8urely be greati>' exaggerated if not

wholly iniaginar>'. Thli man wbo lbas truly repented o!

formemr wrong-doing anti reforrned wîll have made what

aco<ilenieti allI restitutioni isi in bis power, and the danger

oif nucl ai oie leiig iiiolcstod after years of honest living

iver> simil 1 . It will Ill a grandt tlmîng, lîowever, to have

the cloois tiroiîly closmil against fugitive criniinals iii

mhe future.

t remiiiely i iii fortlu <at. For a long ti mim i t sveined dles-

ffhem. 9When finally rescued f roin this limbo b>' favour of

Hie~oî.îiîctit was se cbanged iii its passage through

the (louiîmmonfi Chat evemi its warmest advocates did niot seein

qîlite certain of its idlîtity, and the representatives of

labouir, whose interests it wft5 largely designui] te conserve,

declared that it bail Ilecoime transforined in the process into

a langerousi Weapon foi the bands of their oppressors4.

And now wbile we are studying the facts of the case, i

ordenr to discover wbether the promnoters or the Labour

representatives are right in their views of the meaning o!

the Act as alterpd, the inquir>' is made superfluoîîs by the

annouancement that the Act bas been so emasculated in the

Senate by the insertion o! adverbial niodîflers, that it can

no longer matter to anyoue whetlîer it i4 passed or not.

The present prohabilit>' seenis to be that the Senlatorial

amendments wili bc rejected in the Commons, with the

eflect of throwing the Bill over to another session. Per-

haps this wili Ile the best thing under the circiimstances.

~r'T paper iled on Monda>' in the Superior Court o!

. Montreai by the Maill's attorneys, as the preliminar>'

1 leas of the defence in the action for lihel brougbt against

that, journal b>' the Society of Jesuits, is an interlestîng

dlocumuent. The position taken is a boid one. The corpo-

rate, standing of the Society' is cbalienged on the grounds

Lbat the Provincial Act incorporatiflg it was êt1tra vires o!

ibat Legisiature 1;that ail the members of the Society' in

the Province are, in virtue o! the laws of the British

Emupire, absolutel>' witlîout civil rights; that the ruies and

Te~latOn5of the Society, binding upon its members, are

smîch as to prevent the Society' or any of its members froni

holding 1 roperty; tbat its objects are extra-provincial, its.

ciîonstitutionl and aimis incompatible with the Constitution

of the Province and of the Dominion, etc. If issue can

Ile fairly joined on these points, the discussion and decision

cannot fail to make the triai memorable in Canadian bis-

tory. Even should these preliminary objections be set

muîlde, amd the issue joined at once on the merits of the

vasê touching the alleged hihmel, the trial wili stili bld fair

te Ieecolne fàmîoum l'y reasemi of the iîiquemt beld aumî evi-
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dence adduced touching the tenets and practices o! the i

much nîaligned or ver>' infamous Jesuits.1

~ENDINCI the rigid investigation that will no doubt be j

miade into the causes o! the terrible railway accident1

near Hamilton, it would be worse than useless to indulge 1

la surmises, or to insinuate blamewortb iness where none 1

ia>' have existemi. None the less it becornes the sacred

dut>' o! the <overîîîeent te spare no pains in the effort to

ascertain whether the catastrophe cati be traced to an>'

carelessness ef servants, imîperfection o! mnachiner>' or

methods, or neglect o! precautions ; wbether, in short, it

belongs te the class o! so-calied accidents wbic nia>' be

regarded, with sufficient accuracy for practical purposes, as,'

nen-preventible. There are prohahl>' ver>' few instances

la wbich such a calamit> nia>' net and sbould not be made

the mŽans o! discovering new sources o! danger, and so

stili further reducing tbe chances on the side o! the recur-

rence o! sncb a fatalit>'. One lesson is brought horne with

horrible imjîressiveness te all wbo read the newspapers.

The murderous stove in the railway coachb must be put

away and some other mode o! warming substituted. Fail-

ing this, sonie autoniatic arrangeenit for instant1 >' cx-

tinguisbing the ires in case o! accident should surel>' le

Possible. T[hle occurrence o! such a lîolocaust nds greatî>'

to the sufficient borrors o! a raiiway accident.

SIR JOHN A. MACI)ONAL1YS statemnents in the

flouse lu repi>' te thie ver>' naturà] oeeiiiulints o!

dela>' la the Behring Sea imatter were, perbnps, as satis-

factor>' as could have been expected. Uiowever exasper-

ating the strange pretensions and actions o! tbe tUnited

States (loverutiient lu the case, we seectne reasoli te (lubt

that both the ('anadian ani the British (loverniments have

h)een unceasing in their eff'orts te ind a pvaceful and

just solution of the diilicuit>'. h isî ighily phrobable

Chiat both Presidcut Cleveland andi Secretar>' fayarul were

comvinccd o! the untenablene4s o!ftîeir assunptieiis, and

tChat, hîad the>' remiaiied iu office andil Ieen abile te restrain

the Senate, the>' would have agreeîl ti a fair and honoiîr-

abtme international arrai-giemînt for thîe protection o! the

seal fisher>'. if their suecesgors are otherwîse inided, if

Pi-esdent IFarrisomi aud Secretmîr>' llaine have- selzed the

opportuiiit>' te inaugura-te a jimîge foreign polie>', the>' are

assuîiing a treimendous respousibiiity. Neonee eau

rcasonabl>' douît tChattîme British IVinistr>'anuitpeople are

inost incerel>' desirous o! pence and fiieudsiî witlî the

United States and ar-e ready te inake gi-cat concessions for

that pumpose. , But, toe oncede clainis se utterl>' ima-l

imissihie as those whichi underlie the asisumîptien ,o!

exclusive authoriîy ovepr Behrirng's Sea could net hein C hie

itîterests of peace -certain1 >' net " peace with boueur."

Sir John ne doubt knows whereo! lie speaks. Rils words

were carefull>' choseri and strict1 >' guarded, but if the>' mean

anything the>' nîcan that whiie the British Government

will exiîaust every legitimate imîans of reaching a friendl>'

solution, the>' have ne intentiomn whatever of surrendering

tlie rights o! British subjects4 on thie higb senis, b>' acknew-

ledging UJnited States sovereigut>' over a brandi o! the

North Pacific Ocettu. As ever>' other maritime power

would doubtless lbe with Etîglaud ini resisting such a dlaim

we canneot believe that Cthe Washingutoti authorîties are lu

earnest lu assertiug it. i t iniist be, rather, that the>' are

resorting te the tacties of old-fashiioued 1"cbeap Jacks"

wlîo aiways ask an exorbitant prîce' for their wares lu

or<ler to have ample rom for Che " beatiug-down " precess.

WA HILE al good citizens are glad that the supremacy
o! law lu the Prgvince o! Quebcc bas been te a

certain extent vindicated b>' the capture e! Morrison, ail

who have an>' higi sense o! boueur must blush to tbink

o! the menus b>' wlich the capture o! the eutlaw was

effected. The aflair dees net involve an>' nice questions

o! casuistry teucbiug the obligation of the officers o! the

law te use good faith with criminals or fugitives froni

justice whorr it is their dut>' te capture. . If the reports

îwhich bave Chius far licou made public may be relied on,

§a clear agreemient for a tbree days' truce was made, net

L with Morrison, but wltlî bis !riends, and this truce was

Ltreacherousl>' brokea b>' the constables who shot and cap-

' tured hlm. The case bas taken on a new phase, and oee

. whicbf but for the question o! heneur would be made amus-

b ing or ridiculous b>' the dlaimi now set up on bebaîf o! the

,- Richmîiond Caledonian Societ>', or its oflicers whmo repre.

rsente(l thie fugitive's frieuds lun naking the truce, te thme

-proffemeti r-waril. Whethîcr the>' are imovedl )>'pigre1 >

inercenar>' motives, or, as we inay more charitabi>' sup-
pose, wisb to secure the mone>' for the defence o! the

prisoner, tbey have, it must l)e confessed, some logic on

their side. If the truce was the means by which the

arrest was mnade possible, why inbould not the makers of

the truce, at least share in the reward i Much praise has

been bestowed upon the officer who effected the capture,

but if lie real>' knew that a solemn promise bad heen

?1iven that ahl oficers and mea engaged in the expeditioxi

wonld remain at their posts and suspend efforts for three

days, admiration of his braver>' must yield to disapproval

of the act of treacher>'. We shrink from the stil

more humiliating supposition that his lying-in.wait was4

planned and approved by bis superiors by whoîmî thme

truce was made.

BJ OULANGER has effected another flank movemnent.

Hie has transferred his precions person f roi Belgian

to Engiand for safe keeping. If it bi truc that he is to

be feted by certain prominent Enigiishmnex, it must be that

the English are losing their sense o! humour.' It is net a

littie ridiculous that the man, wbose chie! aum is said

to bc to destroy Parlianentary institutions in bis ownî

country as iiniicai to liberty, should be obliged to seek

liberty and safety in the country wbich is the inventer

and exemplifier o! the modern Parliamentar>' system.

To dcny asyluni and hospitalit>' to a political re!ugee wouid

be contrar>' to ail British principle and precedent. But

it was to have been boped tbat once safel>' bestowed on

British soul, tbe French adventurer would have been ie! t

pretty mucb to bis own devices. Wby he sbould be giveli

fictitions prominence b>' banquets and receptionS at tho

bouses o! noblemn and political leaders it is bard to con-

jectue. \Nlhnt can British lRadicalisni, for instance, have

in coninion with Frenchi Boulangerisini

WIAI, is to be thie outcome o! the spirit o! mmilitarisi

wbich selmils to he taking full possession of Lhei er-

inan nation 1 T lhe phenortienon is one o! the straligest ili

bistory. That a people, naturali>' devoteil to the arts of

pence, and preéniinent in education and pbilosophy, coulîl

have becomne ini a few ycars transfornied into a nation of

soldiers, dreaming b>' nighit and by day o! militar>' glory,

is indeed rernatkable, and inay we not add?' deplorabhi'.

'Tbis piocess of transfori ation whicb is still going omi

before the eyes o! alh observers, cannot l)ut have a

deteriorating etet ulmon the national character. It miust

tend to lower the stndard o! inteliectuai attainment. it

îmust seriously diicourage thme pursuit o! art and 1 hilosoph>'

for their own sakes. The iuisclief, too, senis to he (lue,

ini a large measure, to the baleful influence o! a few

ambitions ien, tbe Bisrmarcks and Von Moltkes o! the

nation. Preparation for war is said to be now regarded as

the supreme lut>' of the nation, a mischievous notion

which bias, no douht, received a fresb impulse since the

accession o! the present Etmpfror, wbose ideais are all o! a

militar>' type. As an illustration o! the working of the

mnilitar>' craze wbich lias thus taken Possession o! at least

tbe ruleri eofhie nation it is salîl that " in the G ernian

mîilitar>' selools <iii> <f the principal lines o! study is the

working eut o! plans and schemes for the invasion o! the

différent couritries o! Europe, these plans being often sug-

gfested 1<> the pupils, worked over witb the teachers, and

a!terwardS submitted for criticisni to iriitary officiais."

Von Motke bas, it is said, no iess than eleven elaborate

and~ thoroughl>' worked out plans for the invasion o!

England. 'rbere nia>' be exaggeration la these statements,

but that the>' represent the pxesent tendiincy in Qerman

Court and mlitar>' circles cannot bc doubted. Sucli

ideas cannot dorinate the minds o! the leaders o! a nation

without producing a large crop of evils. The>' are aIse dan _'

,gerous as tending directi>' towards war, for "'As a man (or a

niation) thinketh in bis heart, s0 is be.Y The imagination is

a powerfuI agent in moulding character and conduct. his ù

not in human nature that a body of officers shouid spead

tbeir time in devising invasions o! England, for instance,

without feeling a growing wish that an epportunit>' migbt

ofler to put their plans to the test. No doubt there is a

1migbty liberal senitimient amongst the masses o! the C'ernan

people wbicb mnust sooner or later assert itseîf. It mua>'

1be hoped that the reaction wili set in ia tme te preserve

.the peace o! Europe, wbich is serioiqsl, mcnaced b>' these

war studies and enermious armaments.

I HIERE are now sonie indications that the short-sighted

.T experimuent whicb bas been dienoralizing the prisons

andl prisoners o! New York State will sooii corne tuan end.

r The Yate-s Bill, wbielh 1 rohibitB the une of machiner>' tu


