
THE WEEIC.

Mr. llurlbert cornes clearly and distinctly to the conclusion that the
tyranny under which Ireland is suffering, is not that of the landiord or of
the English Government, but of the National League. Jndeed, he is so
far from thinkiug the English Goverament as too stringent that be imputes
to it the opposite but serious fault of weakness and vacillation ; and there
can be littie doubt that this wavering policy of the Imperial Parliament
lias been a serious cause of mischief. In spite of this and other evils, how-
ever, he does not believe that the Jrieh people, if they could express their
convictions freely would ho on the side of anarchy. On the contrary, he
believes that if the country could ho polled the majority of votes would
probably be in favour of authority and property ; and he further doclares
that, if the plunder of the landiords were accomplished, the nationalization
of the land would be no nearer. This is a point upon which we have
insisted repeatedly, and we are glad to have independent testiiony to the
saine effect.

But we must pause; anid hefore concluding, we will give a story from
Mr. [lurlbert's book which will show that wit stili lives in lreland.

"Soîne excellent storios were told iu the picturesque smoking rooxu af ter dinuer, One
of a ciever antliiu iorous, seunible audl tiot- 1 ,)iltic mi pieist, who, lîitug taken to. til4k by s ume
of his brethren forgivingthe colmi elînuder to the Nationalist movenient, excused himeelf 13Y
riayiug, I should like to be at patriot; but 1 cau't be. It's ail along af the rheumuatisin which
prevepits me from iying omît at uights in a ditch with a rifle.' ['he sainelpriest beiig reproachemi
by mthers of the cloth with a fondness for the cornpauy of some of the reiideut landiords
of his neighbourhoodi, repliemi, ' t's iii the blood, yoni see. My poor mother, Godl rest lier
soul 1 8he always liail a likiug for the qiiality. As for rny dear father, lie xvas joist a
blundering peasaut, like the rest of ye

PARIS LJ•TTER.

MANY are the comments made in Paris on the condenînation of Mr.
Vizitelli's translations of the works of Emnile Zcla for the Euglish mnarket.
As 1 under4tand thuet Canada took the lead in closing her ports to the
novel La Terre, it is interesting to eo that Eugland has followed in the

sane path. Cheap translations have been placarded in the towns typical
of the workiug man. In Birminghamn, especially, any child with a shilling

in its purse could lay hold of these books, and it was time to inflîct a

summary punishiont. Vizitelli tried to get off by appealing to Shake-

speare and the Old Testatiient,-to the literature of the Middle Ages and of
the draruatists of the Restoration, but the relative value of words and

images is like, the relative value of colours, both are powerfully and pro.

fouridly modified by their surroundings ; and whiere a Michael Augelo may

pass uncballeuged no one would tolerate the figures of the Last Judgment
modelled in a waxwork or treated as easel pîctures. Zola isi a great artist

who senîs ouly able to paint in bad black tints-ho does net sec the more
spiritual aspects of if e nor believe in the seoing of other men. To the

student his works tnay be read as a lesson on how the devii holds humanity,
to the average reader of either sex or any age it is flot weii tu look too closely

on the spirit of evil ; for it tends to roproduce its own horror as in a
glass.

The Rêve is a tour de 1orCe whermin Zola disports bimself among young

men and maidens, painted windows and sculptured stones. But it is flot

these things which Zola reallY sees. H1e sees the devil as Milton saw

Satan, but bis devil is more than haîf a grotesque, and he caninot be made

to understand that the brute ho hias evoked is a fearful and a gruesome

thin g.
Personaliy M. Zola is a heavy looking bourgeois, a good doal of rugged

power in the iower part of them face. Ho gets bis wonderful imaginative

faculty, strangely exemplitied in La Rêve, from bis father, an Italian of

Veronese origin, his sturdy business faculty from bis mother, a French

peasant woman fromn the north of France. Ail through M. Zoia's bouse

one can feel a stroug love of warm rich colour wbich makes one feel tbat

badl he not adopted literature as a profession ho might have become distin-
guished as an artist.

The painful process by which Frenchi criminal judges assume the guilt

of an accused man was nover more tbriilingly shown than in the trial of

Prado for murder which is new going on. The resuit must reach you

before this letter can boc in your bands, but whether ho be acquitted or nu,

it is noue the less sbocking to see a man figbting for his life againgt a

seiies Af cleverly worded insinuations, for Prado defends bimseif. Every

effort is made to entrap bim, and like a hunted creature ho turus at bay;

denying the motives attributed, the actions reiated, spoaking with angry

vebemenco, with sneering insolence, with cruel cynicism. At the best ho

is a very bad character, but when one secs mon high in legal station and

authority trying to lure him like a fox from bis bole, it is bardly possible

flot to foui a sympathy for the peor wretcb who sbows bis teetb and glaros

upon his persecutors. it is a nobler thing for human justice to, warn a

man that ho need not criminate bimself.

The Boulanger wedding has undoubtedly helped to bring the General

again te the front . The coromofly, though perforuied at one of the most

fashionablo chu rches and by a most orthod ix abbe, waq attendod by sncb

mon as Rochefort, Musyer, and ail the Radicals who proudly dlaim tbe

General's friendship. Nover was such a scelle witnessed, even at a Paris

wedding ; the pretty littie chtirch of Saint Pierre Chaillot, situated by the

by boîween tho Arc de Triomphe and the Tour Eiffel, holds almost flfteen

hundred peuple and six thousand outrance tickets had been issued. The

invités fouud it even difficuît te approacb the doors, for a regiment of

gendarmes filled the streets for baîf a mile either way. The scono inside

the church defies description. Mdlle. Boulanger, the bride, looked very

frigbtened and ill at case, ber fathor, superbe et confiant. glancing round

witli a pleased look at the motley crowd come to do bim bonour.

Altbough a strict order bad boen sent to ail the commandants not te

issue any leave of absence tili tbe end of tbe month, a large number of
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officers mauaged te appear to congratulate Capitaine J)riant and-his
father-in-law.

At the receptien held aftet- the ceromony in Comte Dillon's bouse aIl
Paris seerned to be defiling before the Oenieral, the numiber of deputies were
mucli remarked ; the, Duchesse d'Uzèi, who has one of the brighitest Imperia-
li.9t saïons in Paris seemned to ho taking the whole alffir as an excellent
joke, laughiugY with Rochefort, ýArsèine 1Lussage, aund the yonngy Ri'publican,
Lagieerre, as though she entirely sbared their political convictions, or
rather they-her's.

The absence of Mmep. B.ntlanger was somewh:tt remnarked, but the
marriago had already been twice put off on account of lier health.

MN. A. B.

KNV[GIITJ. Y INSPIRA lION.

11F reined, and gazed upoîs the ca4tie-towers,
The bravest knight iii ail the lanid was lie,
Who now fared home frein years of victory;

And Io !the Princess flitting 'nionog lier iiowers
Hum saw and gaily led tlîrough fairy boovers,

Till thrilied with.joy bu thouight ri.lît merrily
Into lier palace now she bmingeth iue,

And love shaîl dlaim îny life's remaining lîours.

But she :Go forth again truc hearted kniîght,
Weak ones tîxere are for thy right band to save

Let thought of me ho impulse in the light,
So ail mnay know as 1 how thon art brave-

And tbough of love she yield no larger doower
lUs life was lived in that exultant hour.

WILLIAM P. MCKEŽNZIE.

A PIOFESSOR OF? THEk EYGLH J-f LAYGUiIGE AN])
LITERA TURE.

IT is a pleasure to learn from semi-i-oilicial sources thiat a Professor of
English will probably soon ho added to the staff' of Toronto tUniversity.
Every lover of our language and literaturo in the province will sincerely
hope that ne difflculty will arise te prevent an e'arly appointinent. Iu ne
departmneut, however, wou]d tlie roguits ho miore disa.strous if,4p(eial caro were
nlot. nxercised in filliug the chair. There must ho ne undue haste.

The requirements of a Professer of Englisli te day are net what they
were a few years ago. Graduates of fifteu or tweuty years' standing, wbo
have not watched tlîe progress of Teutonic schiolar8hip speciaoly, would be
astonishied te learn what an entirely different aspect the study of Euglisb
and the Germuanie lauguages, gene .raily, bas assumied during the past ton
years even. To possess an exceptional literary culture is doubtîcess more
essential in a Professor of Euglish to-day thani ever before but vastly more
is required. The historical developmnert of the language and literature
meaus more to-day-and promises te mean more with eacli day-than
ever before. The Engiisb languag'e1 and literattire must flot only ho
ininutely exarnined frein their earlie8t developient te the present, but
must also ho carefully compared at every stop with the cognate lauguages
and literatures. The comparative study of Germanic languages and litera-
tures-only just begun-has shed a world of liglît on the treatmont of
Englisb ; and bas already made the groat mass of EuglIish criticism of the
past appear ridiculous, The standpoint of flot ouly tAie iiuguis'tic critic
but also of the literary critic is changilng eutireiy. A trained ciassical
student witb a good knowledge of modern English literatture would be a
mest unfortunate man te fill a chair of Etiglish in our day. A muan with.
eut an intimate acquaintance with eider Frech, one of the Scandinavian.
languages, German, Dutch- and especially the whole range of Euglish,
includiug its dialects, would also b>e quite eut of place in thie Engiisb
chair. To sneer at these aspects of Euglish study, as many Eugiish and
Canadian scholars stili prostiue te do, is ouly te prove utter ignorance ofe'
the real significanco of Euglisb study.

Lot us find a man who is prepared for the place in sympathy at ieast,
if none can ho fouud prepared in faut, who is williug te accopt the saiary
offered. And after ail, te ho fully proparod in sympathy is the one tbing
needfmsl after intellectual ability, aimost before, jutellectual ability oven.
With truc sympathies and honesty of purpose few mon will long romain
ignorant of the necesgary facts if tbey arc net overworked in procuring
food and clotbiug merely.

Many appeintments in Toronto University in the past have awakened
censiderable dissatisfaction ameug Canadiaus, aud perbaps net wheiiy
without cause. We cannet think fer a moment that there, is any trutb in
the charge tbat fltness for the positien is net esseutial in a successful
candidate ; stili there is reasen te fear that young Englishnien have been
sont for before any seriens searcb bas beon mamde for qualitied mou at
home. To ho truly Canadian ought surely te cont for soniethiug in a
Canadian,Universîty. An Englishman will roquiro year8 at best te dis-
cover what are the actual needs of the country. The probability is ho wili
nover take the trouble te flnd tbem eut at ail.

It must bo bumiliating fer a premising youug Canadian candidate te
feel, as we knew some have feit, that if ho could oniy ho an Englishman
and send in lis application from Oxferd or Cambhridge much greae car
would ho taken te flnd eut wbat bis acquiremeuts really are. What
Canadians justly complain of is that ne effort appareutiy is made te, find
eut wbetber they are fitted for the positions tbey seck or net.
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