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practice of adulteration lies in the dangerous nature of the adulterants employed.
From time to time we have put aur readers on their guard as ta these, and we
here add a few novelties. A German mechanical draughtsman died recently
and a pbst-nortemn examination showed that he bad been poisoned by arsenic.
His colour-box was tested, and nearly the whole of the colours were found
arseniferous. The deceased had been in the habit, when drawing, of placing
the pencil, filled withi colour, in his mouth, for the purpose of pointing it.
Arsenic is also tused to put a glass an paper collars, and several cases of local
skin disease have been recently traced ta their use. Aine bas been of late
frequently coloured by fuchsine, a virulent poison. Lead bas recently been
employed, for the sake of cheapness, in tinnîng the cases of preserved food.
This is exceptionally dangerous in preparatians of milk or fruits, and serions,
sametimes fatal, illness bias been the result of its use in sncb cases. In a
recent work anc of the naturalists of the chialenger gives an amusing instance
of human or commercial nature in the unsopbisticated savage. Ships take
Iltrade gear," e.g., soft iron hatclicts and sncb worthless things, ta barter witb
savages. The Admiralty Islanders soon learned the trick, and manuifactured
"ltrade gear " on their side also-sham hatchets and models of canoes, ta be
used solely for excbange with the Gkiallcnger party.-Lron.

SIR GîîînéýR'r SCOTT states that be wvas once consulted about an insecure
tawer of a church, and fouind it very dangerous. "lAt a dinner ta which 1 was
invited on this occasion, an obtuse old cleric xvisely remarked, 'Wbat a mercy
it was that the tower did not fali during the iBishop's visitation !' Not at a'Il,'
replied a witty barrister-' not at ahl I'd match Sani ta dodge a falling clitirch
with any man.'" Irobably thîs tale neyer reached the ears of Samuel, Lord
Bisbop of Winchester.

MR. GL~ADSTONE at the annual show of the Hawarden Horticultural Society
England, told bis audience that he bad been reading an article in Macilillan's
Magazine which "lgave an accaunt of a gentleman named PilI, on the Hudson
River, in North America, who bad got an apple garden of two hundred acres
ail full of apple trees, and not only so, but these apple trees, xvbich were yield-
ing naw almost boundless quantities of appies ta be imported into this country,
were ail direct descendants of trees whicb were exported ta America from Eng-
land-the grand-cbildren and great-grandchildren, if they so chose ta cail tbem
of their own trees."

MR. PECKSNIFF, wbo apparently edits the Kentucky Live Stocle Record,
says :-"l If the damage be as great as bere indicated, the demand of England
for wheat, oats, and bariey, xvill reacb an enormous amotint. Two hundred and
fifty million dollars at least, probably inuch mare, xviii he required to inake
gond the deficiency. In aur great gain we should be devoutly thankftîl ta a
good Providence that we can and shahl feed its people in distant lands where
btight bias fallen and misery would exist but for a heneficent America." That
idea of Ilbeneficent America " helping out Providence ta Ilfeed its people " is a
modest one, and worthy of the man who can be Ildevoutiy tbankful " for the
"two bundred and fifty million dollars " England is ta pay for ber deficiencies !

MO'rHs iN LoNDON.-Entomolagists tell us there are many species of
motbs in the country round about London, xvbicb owing ta the want of gaod
air, will neyer came near ta the City itself. Stihl, I have beard of curions
exceptions ta prove this ruIe. As far into London as the soutb end of Maida-
vale, as far as Highbury, and as far as the Kentish Town-road, the regular rural
maths will sometimes camne. The reason is the curions attraction whicb light
has for the insects. If tbey spy a Iamp-post tbey will instantly fly ta the light;
then [perhaps tbey are attracted by the light of another hamp-post, and fly ta
that ; so travelling that way they wihl fly inta the suburb s. This sounids rather
like a whale, but as I myseif bave watcbed a math pass 'tbree lamp-posts in this
fashion I do not altogether scout the idea of the maths paying visîts ta town at
night time. However, wbere are tbey in the morning ? That seems ta me ta
be the puzzle-" TFatier."

CURRENT LITERATURE.

CHARLEs LEvER IN CANADA.

The lovers of Chartes Lever's writings have douhttess experienced a sbock of disappoint-
ment at the hald and disjointed biograpby lately issîîed from the pen of W. J. Fitzpatrick,
ilLL.D., M.R.I.A., Professor of History; J.P., &-c., &'c." Witb a suhject replete witha
biographical interest, and a history fult of variety and adventure, "The Life of Chartes
Lever," in Mr. Fitzpatrick's hands, has dwindled down into a serie,, of trivial anecdotes care-
lessly strung together and feebly told. The genial characteristies of the great novelist, bis
brigbt humour and bonhommie, are lost ilo a maze of insigniflcant traits and atonies that are
too duli and pointtess to bear repetition. Better tbat the author of " Chartes O'Malley,"
"lTony Butter " and "lSir Brooke Fosbrooke " sbould have been known by bis writings atone,
than have suffered at the bands of sncb an bistorian.

Lt is, hoisever, witb reference to Lever's Canadian experiencea tbat 1 write. He is said
to have visited Canada in 1829, as the medicat officer of an emigrant sbip bound for Quehec.
He is stated te have "lspent the stimuler of 1829 in Canada and the States ; visited some of
tbe Indian settlementa and Lake Erie, and went as far as Znscaranza." Where that may be
we are not told, and a aearch tbrough gazetteers and maps of the period bas failed to
enlighten us. He il stated to have passed Ilfrom civilised districts to tbe prairie-with the
determination to seek the experiences of forest life witb an Indian tribe." Forest life en the
prairie 1 He Ihere got so thorougbty in accord witb the red man's habits and manner of life
that ,"the Indian Sachem formally admitled bima int tribal privileges and inibiated bima mbt

,;znzc;siz."Groîving tirait of his savage companions, and being told ttîat an attenpt to
escape xvould cost his life, bie finallyabscondswith an Indian calted Il Tahiata " r 'the Pos~t,"
and arrives at Quebec in December, attired in Ilmoccasins and bead feathers " IThere lie
secs Ilmen slipping along in rackets " (snow sboes ?), and Ilwomen wrappecl in furs sitting
snugly in chairs, pusbed along the ice some tell or txvelve miles an bour." To illustrate tbe
conîbination of vuîgar egotisrn with impertinent curiosity wbicb marked the enhigrant popula-
tion of Canada, we are told a story about a person Lever is suppesed to have met in travelling
from ''Utica to the Springs" (Saratoga ?). From sucb barbarous surroundings, "'Lever
fluing himself mbt the ranks of the le-,s repulsive red man."

It wilt bie remembered that in I829 the population of Lower Canada was abouit îbiree
quai ters of a million, and of Upper Canada a quarter of a million ; that the St. Lawrence,
Rideau, aud Welland canais were building or bîîîlt, and steamhoats plying upon aIl the lakes.
Where then did Lever obtain bis experience of savage life ? We are tolci by bis bistorian
tbat in Il Roland Cashel " bie details bis bistory wben a prîsoner with the Comanches, a savage
Americari tribe! Comancbes irl Canada! Surely the Professor of Ilistory in the Royal
Ilibernian Acadenîy sboîîld study tbe gcograpby and history of Canada.

Considerations of time and plan lead me to tbink Lever's experience of savage life in
Canada apocryphal. Certainly the adventures detailed in Il Con Cregan "-with wbicb his
historian credits bim-could neyer have hiappened to ii. Moreover, lie is stated to ]lave
been in Germany luring tbe me year as that allotted for bis Canladian experiences. No
(leubt Lever crossed the Atlantic and spent a short timie in Canada and tbe States, but abouit
the Indian advenîures-Cr-,dat Indians.-Caiiat; kAlo/îi.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Letters sbould be brief, and writlen on une side of the papier only. Those intended for
insertion sbould be ad(lressed ho tbe Editor, 162 St. James Street, M.\ontreal; those on malters
of business to the Manager, at tlîe same address.

IlCHRISTIAN IIERALDRX'."

To the i' Etor of/lhe CANAIAN SPEC îA"OR:

SIR,-Na doubt most of your readers are aware of the existence ofa
paper called Tuie Christian .Jerald anzd Si-ns ol Our imes. A copy wvas
sent me lately. Its peruisal inspires me with donbt as ta whether it bas any
righit ta the title l'Christian Heraid," but convinces me it is a Il sign of the
times " that sucb a production can be so called. Permit me ta treat your
readers ta some extracts. This, for instance:

"'And nuw, wlîat bave 1 to say to soînie of you tbatltive in black sin, and yeh excuse your-
selves on account of the recorded faIts of God's people ? Sirs, know this ! Inasmucll as
you (Io this, yuu wresl lie Seriptures to your own destruction. If one man bas taken poison,
and there bas been a physician by bis side so skitful that hie bas savedl bis tife by a beavenly
antidote, is tbat any reasoîî wliy thon, who hast no physician and nu antidote, sboîîld yet
tbink tbat tbe poison ivill not kili tbce il Wtîy, man, the sin that dues not ilamro a Christian,
liecause Clirist wasbes him in 11ks btood, will damn you. The sentence is, le that believetli
and is baptized shahl be saved,' said tbe apustle, be bis sins neyer su many ; 'but bie that
believeth not shahl be damned,' be blis sins neyer so few."

Sureiy this is salvation by faitb atone, with a vengeance. St. Paul would'
need ta be imagined partially inebriated before be could add the words
snîppied. It is not needful ta imply the samne condition in the preacher
quoted. For it xvas St. Paul-and ni this preacher-wbo could rise ta the
beigbt of tbat sublime truth :"I Faith without works is dead."1

Then anc would nattîrahiy suppose that a "Ch ristian Herald" wonld
occupy its pages chiefly xvithi those sacred truths of hife wbicb aur Lord lived
on eartb-vitb His two commandments, love ta God and lave ta the neiglbonr,
and the workîng out of these practicaily into the lives of men in ahi their
relations ta each other ; but thés copy of the Ghiristian Herald is illtîstrated
with portraits of the Rev. Dr. Talmage, bis xvife, and daughter ; glaws xvitli
anecdote of that celebrated gentleman bis father, his former wife and present
one, and bis varions interestîng relatives, broadening ont almost into pen-and-
ink sketches of bis Il sisters, bis cousins, and bis auints." It also contains a
sermon of bis about the Ark, whicb be likens ta otîr Lord, chiefly becatise
of the merely personal safety secured by both, and rejoices-pasitively rejoices
-that the world was, and is finally in the other life shut out of the one as it
was out of the other.

Nor does the sermon end here, in its effects at least. An appendix ta it
is ruade ta serve as a graphic mixture of piety and advertisement thus:

IlThe prayers of tbe readers of tbis journal are requesled for tlie blessing of God upon
ils Editors and those wbose sermons, articles or labours for Christ are prinled in it, and for its
weekly circulationî of more Iban i5o,ooa copies to bie btessed by the Hoty Spirit to the con-
version of many sinners and the quickening of God's people. Dr. Talmage especiatly requesta
prayer every Suiday morniîîg on behaîf of bis labours."

Then bere is a specimen of Scripture exegesis:
IWe do nul positively say thal Prince Jerome will prove 10 be tbe Beast ofîthe Revela-

lion îvbose number is 666, tînt we witt lake leave, despite the ridicule it may provoke, 10

point out lîow, in several particulars, hie would remarkably answer to the predicled ebaracler
of Ibat great enemy of God and man. In the firsI place, the Anticbrist-wboma almost al
commentalors identify with the "1littte born " of Daniel-is descrihed as Il a vite person
(Dan. Xi. 21) ; that is, one who is the objeet of contempt, a man of tbe people; in olber
w'ords, a democrat. And Ibis, as we bave seen, is precisely wbat Prince Jerome Bonapayrte
may be said to be. Again, the ' litîle horo' is 10 'corne in peaceably, and obtain the
kingdem by flatteries . . . . working deceitfutly.' By protesling, shaîl we say, tbat be is
the friend of the Republie and tbe enemy of tbe priesta, wbile att the lime bie is watcbing bis
opportunily 10 overtbrow the former and make tbe latter bis tools ?"

I ask, in alh sincerity, is this Cbristianity, and is it wortby of a Christiag
Ilerald ta publish it ? If so, then it is ta be feared or hoped that many of us
wîlh revoît utterhy and dlaim in preference the name of

Toronto, i 5th September, 1879. Hate.


