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THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

OUR QUESTIONERS.

—_—

Availing myself of the SPECTATOR’s liberal offer to answer reasonable questions, T would
ask, was a worthy Ecclesiastic in Montreal justified in describing the turning to the East,
during the recitation of a creed, as a species of * Sun Worship ?” I had always thought that
the position was symbolical, and in no way idolatrous. A description of the origin of the
custom would be interesting to many.

We are under the impression that the Ecclesiastic referred to must have
been misreported, for we think that no clergyman in Montreal was likely to fall
into a mistake on the subject. We refer our correspondent to the writings of
Wheatley, Secker, Collis and others, but perhaps a short extract from Secker will
suffice :— ) oo

“ Turning towards the east is an ancient custom—as indeed in most reli-
gions, men have directed their worship some particular way. And this practice
being intended to honour CHRIST, the Sun of Righteousness, who hath risen
upon us, to enlighten us with that doctrine of salvation to which we then declare
our adherence, it ought not to be condemned as superstition.”

: The term Scientist is used so frequently in our pulpits now-a-days in a sense hostile to
the interests of true religion, that one would like to know what range ministers would assign
toit. Does it include all who devote their lives to the study of Science, or has it some
exclusive signification which brings it specially within the realm of pulpit warmnings ?
"The term is used quite loosely, with no well defined idea as to its meaning.
But Ministers have got to imagine that the Scientist is opposed .to the interests
of Religion, when as a rule, he is only trying to find out what are the facts of
he world of nature. In this way he is brought into collision with Biblical in-
crpreters, . for his assured facts do not always agree with their theology.
Ministers only regard the Scientist as opposed to the interests of Religion when
said Scientist does not fully accept their dogmas. If he will—he gets applauded
~for he gives confirmation to what they have advanced. So that before we can
say ‘what “the term Scientist includes,” we must know what the particular
Scientist teaches. Ministers as a general thing do not carefully discriminate,
and warn you against all who do not agree with them.

. Can a satisfactory reason be assigned for the apparent inability of the American nation to
maintain any humorous or comic joumal to equal in good taste, refinement and genuine wit,
the English Punck ? - Attempts have been made in this direction but they have utterly failed,
and the specimens which are now struggling to take root in Canada are for the most part
dlstinguig:ed for their vulgarity and feebleness, and give no evidence of the possession of the
smallest germ of wit.

The youth of the American nation is the best reason we can give,
people are rarely humourous in the true sense of the
part ctiticism, and criticism is only likely to be well received when a people
have so much history at their back, and so many great institutions which have
grown grey in demonstrating their goodness that they can afford to be laughed at.
The American people are sensitive to all criticism, for they are not quite sure of
their position. They are proud of the things they have done, yet envious of
older countries. This will correct itself by and by.

As to Canada, the same thing applies—plus—our people do not read much,
They have old world notions of Conservativism, and do not like to be laughed
at.  The comic papers are at a great disadvantage, just as high-class literary
papers are, for the people do not require them. Change will happen here too
let us hope,

A young
word.  Humour is in good

Oblige a stranger by defining the terms Conservative,
apply to Canadian politicians, and say if these distinctions
tion in each Province of the Dominion,

Couldn't, dear stranger. No mortal could define the political phrases in
use among us. Broadly, the followers of Sir John A. Macdonald are called
Conservatives, and the followers of Mr. Mackenzie are called Liberals, or Grits,
a kind of nickname. The only difference between them now is the question of
protection vs, free trade, and the highest aim of each party is office. The
Conservatives are not conservative in the English sense of the word. Still less
are the Liberals like English Liberals. The Toronto G/ode is the great organ
af the Liberal party, but its liberalism could not be discovered by the aid of a
powerful microscope.

The distinctions do not bear precisely the same meaning in each province.
Liberals of the Province of Quebec are often Dominion Conservatives, It is
simply a question of men and place.

e ——————
CORRESPONDENCE.
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Liberal, Grit and Rouge as they
bear precisely the same interpreta-

““THE FUTURE LIFE.” ‘ ’ .

Sir,—The late Charles Kingsley toward the close of his life, said he had
often almost wished to die in order that he might see and know something of the
life beyond. He seemed, however, to have had no very definite views concern-
ing it, except that he believed and took comfort from the fact that God was the
loving Father of us all, and consequently He would dea) kindly and tenderly
with us, as His erring children. In that hope he lived and died. Now, he isno
doubt in full possession of that knowledge which he so long and so anxiously
desired.

At this time there are many who have similar longings, and hopes, for on
this subject there is a deep and widespread interest, especially among theologi-
cal students, young ministers, and young men genenally, as well as among
thoughtful Christians, more advanced in life, ) This bemg the case, many would
no doubt like to see the subject thoroughly"i’llscu_ssed, by competent writers, in
the pages of your excellent journal. I do not se¢ why we should be afraid of it.
If the old orthodox view be correct and scriptural, it would Jose nothing by
discussion, it would rather tend, I should think, to confirm and establish it, in
the minds of those who are now wavering and perplexed. On the other hand,
if it can be shown that the old view is not “ according to the Scriptures,” we
should accept it with thankfulness, for such a discovery could not be displeasing
to Him who delighteth in them that hope in His mercy, and whose word is
truth. While said doctrine may not be one of the “fundamenta .7 it is s0
regarded by church authorities generally, therefore it is important that we should

know whether it be of God, or man—human or divine, The sooner the matter

1s thoroughly examined and settled, a$ far as it can be settled, the better. This

duty, it seems o me, devolves upon the Professors in our Theological Schools,

the leading Ministers of the Gospel, and Editors of eligious periodicals and

newspapers. In England the discussion is already rconsiderably advanced,Jand

no harm has been done. Among the Congregationalists, the English Indepen-
dent mfom}s us that it is now “an open question” in the Churches, and some

of the leading and most influential ministers have discarded the old idea (like-
Canon Farrar, of Westminster,) and that without either disturbing the Churches,

or affecting their Christian or ministerial standing in the least.

I am aware that several articles, by writers of some note, have already
appeared in the SPECTATOR, but while they might be suitable for certain high-
class readers, they were not exactly the thing for the common people, they were:
a little too abstruse and metaphysical for some of your readers, and did not look -
at the subject from a Bible standpoint. While metaphysics and science may
help us to the discovery of truth, we want in this case especially to find out the
true meaning of the word of God. We must stand or fall by that, and to that
only can we appeal in the Investigation and settlement of this deeply interesting
and solemn question, :

I will close this letter by indicating what I think should be the points and -
order of discussion, without giving offence to any except those who for certain
reasons prefer darkness to light, and error to truth. There are three opinions
relating to the future life, all of which are supposed to be susceptible of proof
from the word of God, viz., everlasting conscious suffering, conditional immor-
tality, or life in Christ only, and restoration, either universal or partial, according’
to conduct, in the world to come, If these three phases of the subject were dis-
:vl:)ssfg ll)l; t(};: EPECT:;TOR, ina gemperate and Christian manner, I am sure' §oo%-
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‘ TUS.
Montreal, March 29th, 1878, QUARTUS.
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