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Tile, Stone and Lumber Drainage
CHAPTER 38, R.5.0., 1887.

We were rather surprised recently to
learn that only twenty-three municipalities
distributed among the counties of Essex,
Elgin, Huron, Lambton, Kent, Middlesex,
Victoria and Waterloo had taken advan-
tage of the provisions of this act, which
provides that town, village and township
councils (without submitting the matter to
the ratepayers) may pass by-laws from time
to time for borrowing for the purposes of
tile, stone or timber drainage, in sums of
not less than $2,000 nor exceeding $1o0,-
oo0o, ‘“such monies as they consider expe-
dient, and for issuing therefore the deben-
tures of the municipality, bearing interest
at the rate of four per cent. per annum.

Any person assessed as owner of land in
the municipality wishing to borrow money
for the purpose of tile, stone or timber
drainage, may make application to the
municipal ccuncil according to a form
provided. The council shall lend the
money so borrowed from the government
only for the purpose of tile, stone or tim-
ber drainage for the same term of twenty
years in sums of one or more hundreds of
dollars (no fractional part of $100 to be
loaned), and to persons who are assessed
as owners.

The council shall impose by by-law, levy
and collect for the term of twenty years a
special annual rate of $7.36 on each $100
loaned over and above all other rates upon
the land, in respect of which the money is
loaned, and the rate shall be collected in
the same manner as cther special rates im-
posed by the municipal council.

This payment of $7.36 covers both prin-
cigal and interest, and 1s a small amount
compared with the benefits derived from
$100 worth tile drainage. The preliminary
proceedings necessary to be taken by a
council before borrowing the money are
easily understood. The Act gives form of
by-law, which is to be passed at a meeting
of the council specially called for the pur-
pose. This meeting must be advertised
for four weeks in such newspapers as the
council by resolution, direct. After the
by-law has been passed it must be pro mul-
gated as provided by the Municipal Act,
sec. 329. This consists in publishing the
by-law for three weeks in a newspaper
published in the muni.ipality, adjoining
municipality or county town, as the coun-
cil may direct. A notice in the form given
in sec. 330 of the Municipal Act should
be published with the by-law.

Atter this is done affidavits to be made
by the reeve and clerk according to torms
2 and 3 of the Tile Drainage Act must be.
prepared, and these, with a copy of the
by-law must be deposited with the Com-
missioner of Agriculture. If satisfactory
the clerk will receive notice that
the Government are prepared to receive
applications for money as provided in the
Act.

An account of the expense of publica-
tion of the notice of special meeting and

of promulgation must be kept and the
affidavit of the clerk requires copies of the
three isssues of the newspaper containing
promulgation of by-law to be attached
thereto. The various proceedings to be
taken by intending borrowers and the
council are plainly set forth in the act.

No by-law should be passed for less
than the full amount, $10,000, as the
expenses of promulgation, etc., are the
same.

The expenses must be paid by the
borrowers, and this is one of the arguments
used against procuring money from this
source. A fair estimate of what the ex-
penses should be, are :

Promulgation and notices ..... $12 oo
DEhCRENTeS: T80 o v s vess nons vos 10 00
Forms, application, etc ....... 3 oo

$25 oo

This would be 25 cents for each $100
loaned. After the drain is cemplete an
inspector, appointed by the council, must
examine it and see that the work has been
properly done, and make out a report of
the cost. This must be at least $134 for
each $100 loaned. The $34 is generally
made up of work by the borrower himself
at a low rate, su h as drawing tile and the
Board of Drainers, sc that the $100 loaned
pays the actual outliy. For this service
the inspector should receive a fee te be
determined by the council, and as half a
day is generally sufficient for making cut
one report he should receive at least $1.50.
In addition to this the clerk is entitled to
a fee to cover the - xpense of his work in
connection with preparation of by-laws,
etc, a fair estimate would be $2.25 for
each $100 loaned, making the total ex-
pense $4.

Where more than $100 is loaned to one
person at one time the inspector’s fee
should be less than $1 50 for each $100.

The principal benefits derived from
borrowing morey in this way are the ad-
vantageous terms of payment, and a poor
man can often improve his farm by this
means when he cou'd not procure money
from anv other source. In some munici-
palities the wealthiest farmers who were
money lenders themselves, borrowed as
much as they could at first, and shut out
the poorer class. This is a matter the
council must regulate in the interests of
th= municipility,

Provision is made by the act for repay-
ment of the wholz of the unpaid principal
by thé borrower at any time.

A member of the council for Ti'bury
North has given notice of a by-law to be
submitted at the next municipal election
for residents and ratepayers, providing for
the repair and maintenance of the con-
cession roads withont aid from the town-
ship treasury, and the repair and mainten-
ance of the side roads out of the township
treasury alone. This appears tu be a new
idea in reference to the maintenance of
roads and one concerning which we would
like to have further particulars.
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