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DOMINION PLACES SIIIPBUILDING CONTRACTS

Government WîlI Estahiish Ocean Service, Working iii
Conjunction wlth National Railway System, Simi-

lar to C.P.R. Service

iý,lavtyne, mniîer o;f Maiead ishe, noucd
Novembel)(r zsi th.,î c -î.c. haýv beeulccdithteieea
shipbuilding yards in Caniada f1r tht ostuîonu 1 testudamers, raniging iii tonnage from ,0 îndadwih
eatpacity te 6,itoo tons. Ili additiun to tht' tp, of ese forwich contracis hiebiip.cd.pa.,,n ecfc!in oalarger type f1,0 o~ r in (ir i o rpaain
auýd àt is expette that conîracîsi( for: the'cntuto of severikveýsls of this type xýill be Plaiced in the near futurei( atHaîx
.inid p)oîbly at Va.ncouverI.

Ali the vesse-ls t br constructedl underi the' governmenîunshipbuilding ur~aîî iii be built of steel. Somne of themtwýill be of the n-ektype aiid somii of t\\o-decks, suitaible
for- bulk and genra.l cargo. The, sea speed of the' ships, wýIlivary from 0 to , knots. Ail th(. mesl il be bilt 10oLlysor B3rîtîih Corpora>ion igh liass )undr thi' 1r-cquiremenîstc of the p iihBado rd alid the r nda

SemhpInspection Boardf.
First .Two In MId-NOvemiber.

Thl'li flrst launcJiïig under the programme %wlI take placefroin the yard of tht' Canadi;,n Vickersý, Lirniited, Mfontreal,tow arc1s the middle o)f NoVem1)er, wheni îwo vesl-oeof
4,3oo tons, and another of s,itoo tons-wili take the water.'jhle launichinig ceremicriy wili be perfermed by Sir Roberîi andLady J3orden, and it j', expecîettd thalt the vessels will be rea;dytu proceed on their first voyage before navigation closes on ilheSt. Lawrence. Th,, kee(l of thc flrst vessel, of 4,300 tons, waslaid on March 12 lasî, whilc thait <J tiie 8,ioo tons sizte %vaslaid on july 13 las.ý They wýiil be namied respeclatvelyv "Canla-dinVygeur" andc "Canadian Pner" The mnsestates that unless, dely-s in the deliverv\ of s;teel occur, seveniorl eight additional veses ill be rea;dy foýr commission eonthe opening (of naiainnext spring, and that he fuilly ex-pcîs to have the Nho)le 31 ships, aggreýgainiig t75,000x tons, Ilcomlmissionr before the end of next year.

The delay in% layirg kerls and compfleîîig ips hi e tothle fact thait aIl thse was ere occupîed w\ith tht' constructionof sliips for the lImperial M1unitions Board. As rapidly as th(-ships being con-structed for the boardl are comipleted, thL. berth,are immediately occupied with the Lonstruction o)f .shîps underthe government programme.
Price. Comnpare Favorably.

Whiie the price being paid for thesýe vessels, is suhtani-iîally higher than thev Price pjiid in Great Britain, the ministerpointed out that the' vqssels were being constructed at prices
1hawt compare faivorably with those heing palid for similar types5
in United States yards.

He states that plates and shapes, wýhich are at present ob-tainabie only in the United States, are being purchased forthe same price asz is being paid by thse Uniltud States, govern-mnent, and alithough substantially lower than prices obtainingin the open market, they are xnuterially highl-r than priceshereto.folce ruling in Great Britain. As the resuit of the diffi-c ulties exper.ienced in sýciiriing supplies of plates, the min-ister stated that he had become more convinced of the sound-nesýs of the policy adO(Pted by the goverrnment of providingfor the manufacture of Ship plates in Canada,
suppty of plates«

.. "In Jinuairy las-I anid for some monîbls previous, Ic tisegovernxnent's decision to engage i shipbuiilding,"' saiid MNr.Baîilantyne, "private firms for whom ships were being bultin Canadian yards Avre paying prices for plates rangirig front,$100 to #î8oý per- ton], and, sevcral small lotsý had tn be pur-ciIaced for upwards Of $200 per ton. Throughi the courtesyOf the United States goverrrent, the departnient was; enabiedto obtain an assurance thait sufficient plates to meet the re-quirements up to july or August next would bc availablefrom United States so'urces, at thse rate fixed bv the UnitedStates government-..namelýy, $6s per ton. It was; in tisesecirçiumstances and in Pursuance of a poliry to make Cainadaself,-contained in thse malter of shipbuildirg, tha-,t thse arrange-ment was conciuded \with the Dominion Steel Corporation for-

November S, 1918.

The followving are thse earnings of Canada's transcon-
tinental railwavs for the montis of October:

Canadian paidâo RalIfuay.
1917. 1918.

Ct. 7 ......... 2,842,000, *3,458,000
Oct. 14........333,000 3,524,000
Oct. 21 .. 3,429,-oo« 3,509,000
Oct. 31.........4,988,ooo 5,022,000

Crmand Trunk Railiuay.
Oct. 7........ 1,14,812 $1,46,738
'Oct. H4...............8067 1,433,788
Oct. 21 ................. 96,866 1,2o6,î6g
Ocet. 3t1 .... 1,46ý3,482 2,157,396

Cmnadtien Norftion RlaIIway.
Oct. 7...... 758,500 41#072,901:
Oct. 1,4 2600 1.040,300Oct. 21 r7021300 1,8.0
Oct. 31...............,5,200 1.8 72,8Mo

Inc. or dec.

+ 34,000

+ $445,926
+ 444-721
+ 379.299(

+693,914

" 4i3î4,4O
+ 79,0
+ 316.700

The following is a statement of thse earnings and ex-penses of the Canadian Northern Railway for the montis of

109.Xg7. Tre, or dec.Total gzross; earnings .,$4,050,900 $ 3,341,700 + $ 709,200
Operating expens;es 4, 1 o,000 2,915,800 + 1, y o3,200
Net earnings .ý, .. (Loss) ý58,joO 425,90o - 484,0oo
Aggregate gross- carré-

ings frein July it 11,723,600 10,591,8b0 + 1131,800
Aggr'egaîe net, earn-

ings frein july 1ist 718,2,00 y,924.000 - 1,205,800

the erection in Sydney of a plate miii and the purchase there-from Of 250,000 tons~ of ship material at a basic price Of $83per ton.
"The contract wih the' steel comtpany provides that the

pnÎce of -plates, will be reduced proportionate 'w'ith any re-
duction that may hereafter occur n thec ost of Producing
s~teel ingot. This cost will be dcteri-ied at the end of everysix months period bv auditors ,elected by- the governiment forthait purpose. W~hile th. fixvd( price sems high, it is from
50 1,too,0 per cent, and mnore ini many ces owrthan theplic(-, then oblaining in thu open mark-t. It was ntecessary
to providje assured "n;pplÎes of plates for- Canadian shipyards
anid other Canadiîan îndu,ýtries."
Retain Vessies for Canada.

Trhe ml[iiter ob'),erved 1hat the world-wide demand fortonnaýge1 continued, and i-, lîkeix tu continue for a nurnber ofyeas.i So much i, th!, th(- as' that if the' government at the
rentîtme decided to dip yeh sale of the contracts ai-readv -onicluded, vervý substntl profits would accrue. Thepotic\ of the goverrnment. hioever, remains what it was atth utsîî retain for the use and advintage of the people

of Canada ail vessels now under (ontract or to bc hereafter
coîîtracted, for.
Part of National Rallway 8ystem.

Mr. Ballantyne, after expressing the view that the rates
of freight prevailing wouid continue for some time after thewar, said il was the' intention of the' governiment to operate
il', \-essels in connection with the Canadian National Raiiway

sytmfront the Atlan'tic to the' Pacifie and the Great Laýke.
"T'Lhere will," hie said, "unquestionably bc a vrery greatdcroiand for tngeto carrye the' products of the' field, the'

mine, the forest an)d thp factory, asý well as te, bring back the'Canadian soldiers wh)o have( so splendîdly participated in
bringing abourt th(, victory that noýw seems so near."

The Ministpr further authorized the statement that on his
recommnildation the, government had decided that the gov-
crnmllent vessels to be constructed under the government pro-
grammelli will be operated by a steamshlip Company orinlized
to work in co-operation with the Canadian National ]Raiiway,sys'tem) free in ail respects fromi interferenice of any kind, and
under- the management of D. B3. Hianna and his officiais. In
the adop)Ition>i of this policv Mr. Ba.llanityne said: "The gov-ernment is following the sysîecm adopted and now in Opera-lion hY the Canadian Pifiic R~la.

RAILROAD EARNINOS


