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smouldering camp fire.  When the time came for the
targets to be removed he succeeded by his earnest gntreaties
in inducing the contractor to leave them up a week longer,
and when the last day came he ight have been seen
jumping up hetween shuts and dancing around to vestorve
the circulation to his tennmbed members.  Now, sir, I leave
your readers to judge to whom among the Ottawa shots
belongs the honcurs in this con‘est.  (freat Scott ! it his
Moody associate and the wther habitués of the Ridean Range
would give expression to their opinions in this matter theve
would be a Lwrell of harmontous accord in which the
Steward and Cook ot the range would join proclaiming that
T have Wright on ey sides T have sometimes thought that
a gifted writer might produce something entertaining to
lovers of the rifle vy puulishing a work on, say, “ People T
have wet on the Ridean Rifle Range”; and T am sure
“Qutawa First” possesses all the qualifications which per-
sonal observation and a lively imagination could lend to
guch an enterprise. 11 he would undertake the task
he could give it a more extended scope, say, ¢ People I
have met on the ranges of Canada,” for there is not a pro-
vincial or local range that he does not possess some
reminiscences of.  After all T have advanced in my defence
it might seem to some that it I have shown your corre-
spondent to be better entitled than I am to the distinction
under discussion I have, by implication, admitted that 1 am
a clos: competitor.  But, sir, I would remind you that I
am but @ novice at shooting, thar the last s uson was my
first at the range, so had | bren less assiduous in my
practice I would have deserved the reproach of all genuine
lovers of the rvifle. My successful vival, on the contruy,
has been a crack shot for many vears and cannot, therefore,
urge in his defence the need of practice.

[ ought to apologize for taking up so much of your space
1 the discassicn of a topic of no veal value and very little
terest. 1 think, however, it is only tair to mysellf that a
proper presentation of this matter should be placed betore
your readers. MarTivi-Henry.

Ottawa, December 25th, 1390,

A CRITICAL REVIEwWER.

Eprror” Minreia Gazerr,—I am troubled in my mind,
and only the veut that is given in the privilege of vsing
your goad little paper, can velieve the atfliction—but to the
point.  When the “ Gazerte” came to hand this evening
(it day later than usual), it was eagerly opened in the hope
of spending a nice half hour with the shooting minds of the
Dominion, but woeful disappointment awaited me.  Nearly
five pages of “ads”: Tom Mitchells ¢ stogas,” Hamilton's
Blasted Powders, Fits Cured, Clixton tooting his own horn,
Pike’s sinister question, if ¢ you ave going camping.”  (This
must he the essence of sarcasm to Ontavians at this season
of the year) Then the different makers of  vifles urging
the quality of their goods as if the name on the bar-
rel had anything to do with it. And then the whole
of the Iast page is covered by the assertim that Elee-
tricity is  Lite,” Kemmler didn’t find it so, and it
Baers out the truth of what T say on the surface.  All
these instead of euring my ailment aggravated the trouble.
Aund it is only in the hope of being able to linger on until
the New Year, when we ave promised more news, in a
better form of paper, and the said paper properly elothed,
for you know, sir, that your child, the Gazeree, has been
allowed to go naked tor about fowr years.  This has a seri-
ous side, what with exposure to the eold, miserable, dump,
mugey weather of the cast, so trying to a younyg constitu-
tion.  Your progeny has now come to an age when common
deceney  demands, that the child shall be clothed and not
allowed 1o wander over the Jand in a swaddling hand any
longer.  There, siv, my gricvance is aired, and like “ Short-
stocks,” my vitals are being exereised, over the vesult,

We notice with satisfaction the reference this week to
Pringle, Davidson and Burns, as being enthusiasts, and
would say that it is to such men that the shooters of the
Dominion have to look for the development of our tavourite
pastime.  Quick, open, generous enthusiasts ! Oh ! that we
had move in every city. We think, however, that “our” man
leads the van.  With one more remark, we are exhausted.
Clavence Timothy Burns is a mixture. His first name is
essentially English, and associated with conspiracies, night-
maves, etc.; his second has a greenish hue, and to it is
attribatable his pugnacity. His thivd, gives him genius, in
all its branches. With such a combination it would be
impossible to get a better fullow than C. T. B., but T would
add that it has always been a conundrum to Manitobans
where he got the notion of going shirtless to the Dominion
matches ; he couldn’t do it heve.

A Merry Christmas to you, Mv. Editor,und a prosperous
New Year for your “child,” i« the wish of

BucksHor.

THE MILITIA AND THE SCHOOLS.

Eptror MiLiTia Gazeere,— Your issue of Dec. 4th
contained an avticle on * Our Militia,” written by Cape.
Cartwright, in which he makes some suggestions for the
improvement of Canada’s only army.

We, who are not of the permanent corps, may agree with
him that theve is decided room for improvement in all
branches of the service, but it is another thing when he
advocates calling out vnly ten men per company for annual
training. We presame that only ten wen are to Le called
out becanse it costs less than twency.

Some years ago, the number of 1ank and file in every
troop and company was reduced, also the number of horses
in each bat-ervy.

In Ontario there are now over seventeen thousand men
on paper, half of whom ave called cat ¢very year.  Accord-
ing to the Soldier’s Pocket-Book, an wrmy corps requives
seventy combatant and one hundred and thirty - six
TRAINED non combatant staff officers. In No. 2 military
district theve ave morve men than in an English infantry
division, which r quires a staff of ten combatant and tour-
seen non-combatant stafl’ oflicers. I am afraid that in the
event of all the militia in Ontario being called out, that
there would be as much ditliculey in tilling the staff appoint-
ments as there would be in finding partially trained men to
fill up the skeleton battalions.  Anyway, what is the use of
trained companies of ten men? It is numbers that hold the
corps together.  There is adways more difficulty in veernit-
ing for say one b .ttery and troop than there is in recruiting
for corps like the 2nd, 10th, 13¢h, ete.

During the vecent North - West campaign, there was
thousands of dollars wasted for want of an eflicient stadf
that could have immediately procesded to the field, and we
saw  the transport, intelligence and commissariat depart.
ments tilled with civilims who knew nothing about their
daties, and the results were time and money lost, and the
bulk of the work in theend having to be done by chiofs of
departments.

We have the schools, and I think theiv stafls might form
the stafl oflicees for each district.  Increase the number of
otheers in each school, and inerease their pay after a certain
number of years’ service, it they are not lucky enough to
be promoted. Do away entively with the vank awd iile in
all the schools, keeping a certain number of non-commis-
stoned oflicrs for instructional and stadl” dutics and a few
men for grooms, cooks and servants.  The money saved in
this way could be utilised in paying tor the inereased num-
ber ot officers, and in calling out every winter the corps that
are not intendcd to send to camp, and drilling them in
baveacks, say for twenty-one days. In that way there
would be all winter several thousand men ready for any-



