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among the pcople." I-ov the hopes of the péople were lifted Up,
accompanied by the deep stirrings of the public conscience m-ay
be seenl iii the literary romances of the tirne of such wvriters as
Canon Kingsley in bis «Yca-st" and <' Alton Lockze," the one
dealing with the conditions of the agricultural laborers, and the
other with employces or swveat shops, and or Charles Dickens, wlio
in '« Little Dorrit " and <' Nichiolas Nickleby " rnakes scathing
attac<s on the prison systcrn and the Yorkshire proprietary
schools. Suchi are but a fe%' of the influences whichi gave momen-
turn to the social reforrns folloviing financial reformis, the results of
the worlz of Russell, Cobden and Bright. Political chlanges
retarded somnew'hat the developr-ncnt of the public hecalth measures
institutecl by the ', H-calth of Towns Act " Of 1 849, ancl of the first
Boardi of I-Iealth, wvhose existence practically endcd witl the
report Of 1854, prepared by Chadwvick, nov Sir Edward. Its
wvork was thereafter placed under the Local Goveriiment Board,
combined %vithi the Poor Lawv administration, 0f this great sani-
tary reformer, whose wvorkc now came. to an end the political
economist, johin Stuart Mili, iii writing to hirn saici 1 J 'îed only
mention the Sanitary Dcpartmcnit, the imnportance ,.* ýiich, nov so
wvide1y recognized, you ivere amongst tie very first t press upon
a carecss public." Under this first Bloard of Heaithi w is appointed
Dr. Johin Simon as the first medicai officer of hecaltlî, and the City
of London Reports, 1849-1854, supplY us with the irst series of
public hecaltiî reports in whichi the nowv everv-day- subjects of

" 1-use Drainiage," " Public Water Supplies and their Polution,"
«"Social Position of the Poor and their Over-cro%%dîng," "«Offensive
Trades," " Siolze Nuisances," etc., are systematically dealt with.
With the instincts of a general, Dr. Simon began, in 1853, to pre-
pare for the choiera, wvhich again appeared in i855, and hie bas
bgiven us in the report of that year not only a history of its pro-

gyress, but the first comprehiensive summary of the sanitary condi-
tions upon which the prevalence of choiera depends. I cannot
forbear quoting a paragraph wvhich illustrates hov the facts
developed in the fields of pure stience hiad invaded the field or
practical medicine. H-e says :" Thus, then, our position stands.
Scientific prediction of phienomena can arise only in the kznowviedge
of Lawvs. That the phienomnena of this disease, hiowever capricious
they may seem, are obedient to absolute uniformity as yet beyond
our ]zen are enchained by that same rigi.d sequence of cause and
effect wvhich is imposed on ail remaining Nature, it îvouid be
impossible to doubt." But wvith regard to larger views on public
heaith we have oniy to followv the subjects discussed by Dr.
Simon in his five successive London Health Reports. In that of
1 854 lie especiaiiy deais with a subject of intense interest to many
members of this Association, viz., TFli Establishment of a Depart-
ment of Public l-eaith, presided over by a Minister of the Crown.
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