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. THE NEW COURT OrF DIVORCE.
et “¢From the Tablet.)

The Government of Lord Aberdeen is in great’

hror ‘with many_Catholics, and they would consider
it a very great calamity if that canny Dreshyterian
.were to retire .into private life. Gratitude is a virtue,
and one of the most eflective means of nurturing it
into goodly proportions is 2 careful remembrance of
benehts received, It is, then, with a view to the
moral advantage of some among us that we now
pr,gceed to descant upon one of the latest services
10" Catholicism chantably rendered by the present
Ministry.

A recent Bill introduced into the House of Lords
as a Government measure proposed to’ legalise the
present practise of dissolving valid marriages. The
Lord Chancellor propounds the hateful scheme by a
eaeer at the Catholic dogma,and denouncing it as
unfit for adoption by enlightened men. Not content
with this invitation to licentiousness he insinuates
distinetly a charge of hypocrisy against the Church.

- He left his hearers under an impression that the
indissolubility of marriage is not practically main-
tained among us. Iis view of the matter being
that, while the Church taught the impossibility of
dissolving the Marriage bond she yet dissolved it
by pretendmg’ that no bond had been entered into.
'The man had not one fact for his strange assertion,
but he had the cool insolence, in his place in Parlia-
ment, to charge the Holy See with the most profli-
gate corruption. This is the Chancellor of a Go-
vernment eminently friendly to the Catholics of
Great Britain and Treland.

This is a question which touches only the faith
and the honor of the Sovereign Pontiffs, and there-
fore not one of the Catholic Peers thought it worth
his while to open his mouth. 1f the Lord’ Chancel-
lor had insinuated-anything against the loyalty of
English ‘Cathollcs, or. had charzed themt witl: the
g'reat vice and sin of qt‘\tesmen, Ultramontanism, we
sbould have heard indignant remonstrances against

so calumnious a charge, ;and a clear assertion of their

.unbounded devotion to the Queen, and of their qua-
lified respect for the Sovereign Pontiff. But faith
aod morals aré not matters of such overwhelming
importance 25 to disturb the rest of our Catholic
peers, and not a voice was heard against the ground-
Jess accusations or the most immoral ,roposmon of
the Government.

"This eminently Catholic Ministry is disposed to
legalise adultery in the country. Hitherto those

. who had a mind to sin with a quiet conscience in
that direction were obliged to get a private Act of
Parliament for themselves. Now,our able and moral
Ministers propose to extend this strange blessiug to
the great bulk of the people ; but all the while under
the hypocntu.'d profession of giving relicf to the
poor man. A new court is to be constituted for the
special purpose of dissolving marriages at a small
eost to the suitor, comp'rred with the expenses of
an act of Parliament. The agents in this nefarious
seheme, tell us that the mind of the country is made
aup on the subject, and that divorces from the mar-
riage bond must be henceforward a legal process.—
The will of the people is «clear on the subject, and
a0 let the law of God take care of itself.

The unblushing impudence of these people is some-
thing heroic. - Their pretence is that a poor man is
now “debarred from the Parliamentary remedy, and:
that he is therefore unjustly treated. Now every
one of these pretenders to justice knows perfectly
well that the new court will be asinaccessible to
the poor man as Doctors’ Commons and the House
“of Lords. Itis very well known that many of the
poor find it very bard ‘to produce the fees for their
marriage, and yet we are gravely told that the new
law is fo help them to a divorce upon such terms as
they can comply with. -Does any body suppose that
the new cowrt can-be set in mofion for less than
twenty pounds, or that it:can ever pronounce a sen-
tence, under ten times that sum? As for equalising
the poor man with the rich, that is a mere pretence,
for there is not a lawyer in England who does not

lmow perfectly well that he .is never likely to hare.

a poor man. for his client in-a suit of nullity of mar-
”ﬂg?- Lo

,'The bill is a.boon to the Tich, 'md thrlvmn' middle
class which bas-no special p'lrlnmentary frwndq, but
which'is ever ready to enter the courts of Taw for
interest or ‘revenge. The men who make up the
jury hsls. who have, thriving shops in town and orna-
wental vrllas in ‘the: subnrbs,who are .pever seeq in
Mg, _place of worslnp,” and whose private - habits
- arextsacred,”: thatis,: purely: profane; :these are

the men: for wlrom the: new" court-is to be Prected »

and’ {or whose"specml use |t wrll work The poor

not'to protect marriage, but to dissolve it. It is
contrived for the express purpose of facilitating im--
morality, and is, in a word, no less than a reward for
vice. Amid the peers of England, Catholic -and
beretic together, only-one' man lifted up Lis voice.
against the abomination. THe is not a Catlolic, but
a Protestant. Lord Redesdale, to lLis great honor,
protested not against the details of the soheme, but
against the principle itself, and in this he seems to
have stood alone. We confecs itis with something
like indignation and shame, that we find this to be'
the case. When Ministers are in dapger Catholic
peers run up [rom the extiemity of the kingdom
and give their votes ; but when wholesale prostitution,
i5 1o be legalised, when the honor of the Holy See
is ignorantly questioned, our patriotic peers give no
sign of life. :

It 15 a very short-sighted policy to leave this mat-
Lter alone, and to comlort ourselves with the notion
that it concerns Protestants only. Let the court
once come into existence and it will revolutionise
the ideas of the people. "Che sanctity of marriage,.
even in the Protestant seiise, will soon be abandon-
ed, and from the corruption of morals ensuing there-
upon the Catholic population will contract the stain.
It now men calling themselves Catholics persevere
in.lhe profession of Freemasonry, notwithstanding
formal prolnbmons,are we so stupid as to suppose
that others will keep clear of this Coalition Court,
when interest and passion combine to invite them
withinit? We are the minority in Ingland, and in
spite of our religion we contract the habits and man-
ners of heretics, We grow up among them and
with them, and imbibe their ideas. Protestant friend- |
ships, nnd Protestant services draw multitudes {romn
the Taith into infidelity throughout the kingdom
but this evil will be infinitely increased when the in-
dividual’s passions lead him to Protestant ways, and
by the formation of new ties in error will render his
eseape m orally hope]ess.

< If this is the Government for whieh Catholics
liave prayed, and for the suecess of wihose members
Nuns have made novenas during contested elections
we begin to fear that more calamities are in store
for us. The schemes of united education were
wicked enough, but then the danger was wisible ;
but here is a process by which the faith of all is to
be gradually sapped, and which,in an unguarded mo-
ment, may lead a man to take a step from which he
can never afterwards retire, The Government pro-
claims a general license to sin at a definite charge,
like a license to kill game, and then announces itself
as the [riend of Catholic interests,

A HINT TO THE MAINE-JACS.™

A Bill known as the “ Forbes Mackenzie Act”
was lately passed for putting a check upon Sunday
drunkenness in Scotland.  Like all other attempts to
effect a moral reform by legislative action, this Bill
has turned out worse than a failure. ‘The Glasgow
Iree Dress thus deseribes its effects :—

“ Already the recent act is ex[nbltm«r itself as the
cause of much public scandal, and as the cause of
many wretched practices before unheard of. We
will illustrate one of these, of which we ourselves
were an eye-witness on Sunday last, It isindicative
ot the extreme lengths to which a portion of the
drinking public will go in their contrivances foravoid-
ing the” operation of this act, that was to -turn all
Glasgow into a kirl, and, by a very summary che-
mical prouvess, metamorpliose sinners inlo  saints.—
Men are now beginning to substitute a pocket-bottle
for the snuff-box ; even those who litherto looked
upon the food of the olfactory nerves as an indispen-
sable luxury o snuff-takers, must now see that the
bottle will one day or other supplant the horn box,
and instead of my neighbar offering me a pinch, he
will offer me anip of the mountain_ dew. Already
‘this practice.is resorted to, and we ourselves saw, on
last Sunday, in the most public part of the city,and
at the moment when the kirks were pouring out their
cougregations, *of those only who are to be saved,’
the bottle freely handed  from neigbbor'to - newhbor,
and from acquaintance to acquamtance. Will the
abetters and admirgrs of the act ¢ forcing’ the people
to such dmrppulab!e exhibitions, and scandalous prae-
tices, attempt to deny that all the good which might
be effected by its operation for a century is more than
counterbalanced by the evil generated iy such prac-
tices as'we now refer to. But this is-only one of the
devices dnd ingenuities resorted to by the masses to
avoid the’ law as itat present stands.  Let us ‘only
wait until the people develop their resources, and-set:
their wits to- worlk, and, we be bound stratagems-and:
dodges will be at -a discount. : "They. will; ﬁnd plentv

4 f_me'ms 1o0.avoid the: law:which becomes ° the prrmary
J-cause iof - turning - them into’ vieiokis - hypocrrtes, ‘nnd

m[l'nl vrolators of the Act ‘of Parliament. .
SRR Tt we are grnvelv mformed hy .trulh—te_ ,

o

oﬂ'rci_als, andfred-tapered economists, that the Sab-
bath is respected, and that the Police offices are de-
serted since this act came into operation. But,alas,
good. souls, they reckon wrlhont their host. We
tell : these braggarts who cry ¢ peace, peace, where
there is no peace,’ that if the police offices be de-
serted,  the Wynds and Alleys are not. Iinter into
thesé regions of profanalion and debasement, and
shudder as you contemplate the wretched outcasts
therein congregated. - Sacred Heavens, no human
soul nnpr(.ssed with one particle of religion or feel-
ing can view the scenes fhere presented without ex-
treme pity, and painful emotions ! There are hud-
dled together, in disgusting povitions, groups of old
and young, males and females, debased, profligate,
drunken, sweltermg in the embraces of beastly pros~
tltutron—-l:rreatluncr an impure and foul atmosphere,
and emitting blasphem:es of the most hideous charac-
ter. And why is this? Because the unfortunate
wretches * club’ on Saturday night to get whisky for
the Sunday. Irue, they are not in the Police of-
fices, but it would be far better that they were.

 Again, look down the Green, and pass over the
suburban roads on Sunday, and what will you see?
Drunkenness in its vilest aspect—drunkenness that is
not satisfied with indulging in its own beastly orgies,
but that which will inflict damage and injury on the
adjacent property, by breaking the fences, and tramp-
ling the vegetables—in a word this bill promotes
drunLcnness in i(3 most revolting aspects,and encou-
rages illicit traffic after a most “extensive scale. And
for all other mercies vouchsafed to us by this mea-
'sure, we are called upon to return thaoks to Fleaven.

“ We cannot conceive more odious blasphemy, or
an acl of thanksgiving more hideous with profana-
tion and insult, than that which was announced thro’®
the city by large placards, as being to take place in
‘some one of the churches on Snnday last, 18th June
—an act of thanksgiving to heaven for (he benefit re-
cefved tin'ou'rh Forbes ‘\'Iackermes bill. We wish
the fanatical Thurrs and puritanical Fire-worshippers,
wlio assisted at lt great joy. We only regret the
singular” Lollowness of their Christianity, at the same
time that we advise them to emigrate to the valley
of the Snow Mountains, and join in the sybalistic
incantation of the gipsies of Grenada. Truly they
“ halloo before they are aut of the wood.” They re-
turn thanks for results, so far as known, unfortupate
and disgraceful, and bless Providence for the further
things this bill promises, whilst they are still un-
known.”

CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS IN REFORMA-
'TORY PRISONS.

(From the London Times.)

The division against the Government upon theap-
pointment of Roman Cathelic chaplains was one
which will scarcely meet with the approval of the
country. 'What danger is there to the Protestant
succession, and to the established order of things in
these realms, from the fact that a certain number of
wretches who have been Urought under the sentence
of the law shall receive spiritual consolation {rom
clergymen of their own persuasion? The recent
vote of the house, if anything, is cne for practical
atheism.  Surely, it cannot hecome a question
whether or no the mind of a stupid, ignorant, boor,
under a doom of death or.a sentence of transporta-
tion, shoild be made a battlefield for rival theclo-
gians! ‘The real pointis, bjr any means at band,and
the readier the batter, to bring him to some sense of
repentance for his crimes, to fit him in some slender
degree for a transition to another world if the scaf-
fold be his fate, or to give him a chance of reforma-
tion if his sentence be only of a secondary nature,
Tt is most emphatically the duty of the State to care
for these things, if, indeed, the operation of human
laws has any lnrver <|"mﬁcance than the destruction
of criminal life.  The. question is not between Pro<
testant.and Roman Catholic, but between Christian
and non-Christian. We go-so far as to'say thatspi-
ritual assistance should be extended indifferently to all
classes of Christian Dissenters who are willing to re-
ceive it, - 'Clis dilficulty, however, meets us at once
—Dissenters, with the exception of the Roman Ca-
tholics,  conscientiously object to the endowments for
réligious objects, or to Government grants. The
refusal of the VVesleyan or of the Baptist, however,
does not invalidate the claim of tbe Roman Catholic
felon. ‘The principle is not a new-one. It lias been
in.operation- for several years ‘at Millbank. . In that
prison there. has” been a régular allowance to Roman
Catholic* pr:ects for attending the convicts.  Wlen'|.

a piisoper is once commmed lie is compcned to de-.

Protest-
TTt'is ‘not optlonal with Dimn to give or refuse at-

rlare wlrellwr he isa 11om'm Catholic or =
ant.

tendanoe o thie ministratioms . of his’ clerorymon .or:
prregt'._':‘
- to attend ‘Dmne servrce. - The Romqn Cathohc -can:

Whatever the aiswer may - be, he is forced

—mmTmoTm T g

no more refuse compliance than the Protestant. -
dependently of his attendance at public worship ‘de-
cording to the forms of his ‘creed; the Roman Ca-
tholic prisoner is compelled to giveear to the pnrue
exhortations of his priest. 'What the result of these
exhortations may be it rests not with the State ‘to
say ; but, at least as far as the system went befcre
the division of Monday night, any unhappy “inmate
of a prison under penal sentence was at least sure of
spiritual instruction and consolation from the minister
of that form of religion which alone carried terror or
comfort to his soul. That system has been altered,
to the great discredit of the House and the couniry.

Let us take the case of Mr. Spooner. Supposa
that hon. gentleman to stand committed to the county
gaol upon a charge of forgery, or of any crime witk-
in his compass—what kind of consolation would it be
to liim that Cardinal Wiseman was despatched dowu

‘to Warwick under an order from the Iome Office

for his especial benefit? We all know what the se-
suit would be. "The two men would fall a wrangling,

and so much of Mr. Spooner’s time as should be de-
voted to practical repentance would be wastedin idia
argument. If the imaginary case be carried far
lower in the scale of society, we shall obtain pre-
cisely the same result. The bigoted boor would
prove a worse catechumen than the bigoted banker.
Is a gaol, then, to be turned into a Protestant pro-
paganda? In the name of common sense we most
entirely repudiate such an idea. We want no  crime-
Christians” or gaol Protestants. When a man las
once fallen under the grasp of the criminal law, and
has been committed to a prison, we can have but one’
object with regard to him—to sead him back to s-
ciety a less dangerous member of the community.

* . - a L] [ ] L] -

‘The division of Monday night was, in truth, a dis-
creditable incident in  the Instory of Lhe present scs-
sion. On many points mistakes may be made; and;
really, with relerence to minor questions, so. mm;ters,
be made straight in the long run, it matters-not wueh.
for the space of one session. In the present case,
liowever, we are dealing witha question aflecting. the.
eternal welfare of a numerous body of ocur fellow-
subjects who arc so unbappily circumstanced that they
can scarcely care (or themselves, The I[Touse bas

come to the conclusion that, as far as the community .
cares about the matter, lhey may die like dogs in
the corner of their cells, or be turned off the drop
without a single word of spiritual exhortation or coun-
sel. We will not dwell upon the paltry amount of
the sum asked—£550; for, of course, as a question
of principle, it matiers not whether it was one far-
thing or fifty thousand pounds; but still the resist-
ance {0 so very slender a demand, and for such a
purpose, does import into the transaction the addi-
tional element of shabbiness. Here we are wasting,
every year, thousands npon thousands of pounds upon’
phitagthropic quack who wili take it upon himsell o,
reform our prisons, and fit them once more for the
respeciable performance of every social duty ; but
we grudge a miserable sum such as this for the per~
formance of services we arc most anxious to secure:
for prisoners nominally of our own persuasion. Ro-
man Catholic sit in the two Iouses of Legislature,
on the judicial bench, and fight our batiles, whether
on land or at sea,. nnd yet we reluse to sanction @
paltry grant 6f £550 to the Roman Catholic priest=
—poor men themselves—who attend the felons of
their own persuasion in our gaols. The triumph afy
Messrs. Spooner, Newdegate, &ec., is a mere bluw-
der of the most paltry kind, which will soon Le made
strajght by the good sense of the people of this coun-
try, - ;

THE IISTABL'[‘SHED CHURCII GRIEV-
ANCE.
{from {he Midland Counlies Gazetle.) .

The Law Church is the monster gnevance of lre--
land. The stronghold of ascendancy, it is to-day
the cause of bitterness and dissension amongst: Trish=
men as it was for ‘centuries the instrument of“the’
most virulent persecution. Until it is uprooted from
the land, utterly, removed there can be neither- peate -

nor happmess in Treland, nor that true national con-
cord; in the absence of- which we can have but liftle:
expectatron of the real advancement of - the country
Men of all partres and men ‘most - eminent in- their’
parties, have in England denounced the Irish Churéfy
Establishment as a ‘most. ‘unjust - anomaly—as A mign-
ster gnevance ‘without ' parallel: in “¢urrent -or ‘past:
history. Jtis tlme that’ lhrs monster m;ustncc shmﬂd ‘
beredresseds i i i

We.have ~been snﬂiclently long ‘content- merely 6t
defénd our \imperfect: prmleoeq, itis time th’rt’we"
should demand the. full rééoomhon of our® compieTe~
rights, '
will-.be: ;ever: fthreatened rand< rmperrlled——onr ¢ Justl _

;e .
‘v\ll-. AT

rights. will: never beTconceded to'ug wlnle "the Es!n =t

27,

lis cd Chnrbb contmues i mshtutwﬁ of Hhe tate.

Such prrrﬂeuescaswe huve ‘already: attamcd* B




