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‘DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.

1. Apy person who takes a paper rogularly
frem tho Post ofice, whether directed to his own name or
another's, or whether he has subscribed or not, is respon-

" aible for payment,

- JAw,

2. If & person orders his paper discontinued
‘anst pay all arrears, or the publisher may continue to
send it until payment is made, and then collect the whole
amount, whether ths paper {3 taken from the office or not

8. In suits for subscriptions, the suit may be

Instituted in the place where the paper is pub'ished al.
though the subsoriber may reside hundreds of miles away

4. The courts have decided that refusing to
1o take newspapers or periodicals from the Post office, or
removing and leaving them uncailed for, 18 prima facte
evidenco of intentional fraud.

—

- CALENDAR FOR JANUARY.

1st—Circumcision.

« gth—Epipbany.

¢« 13th—1st Sunday after Epipbany.

# 20th—2nd Sunday after Epipbany.
(Notice of Conversion of St. Paul

« 25th—Conversion of St. Paul.

¢ 27th—3rd Sanday after Epiphany.

(Notice of Purification.)

-

FANATICISM.

Fanaticicm is excessive enthusiasm in regard
to any subject and which vents itself in immod-
erate and extravagant words respecting it. It
is the resnlt of feeling and not of intelligence ;
it is the product of a mind pre-occupied with
one idea ; it is the result of rushing to a con-
olusion withount due consideration, and of look-
ing at things through distorting spectacles, A
man is therefore fanatical, self-opinioned, illit-
er.], self-assertive and egotistic in the propor-
tion that he lacks intelligence. I venture to
believe that it would be labour in vain to try
to reason with a fanatio; that would be as un-
availing as holding s farthing candle to the

sun! Indeed to reason with an unreasonable

* and unreasoning msan, to iry to arrive at a

right judgment with & man who misjadges and
pre-judges everything; to critioise, to estimate,
to cull passed events into review, to investigate

calmly and to look upon a subject equarely and
dispasionately ; to huld the scales aud carefully
weigh all evidence for and sgainst; in short

* to look vpon & subject from every standpointin

order 10 uscertain all the facts in connection
witb it and to enable one to make up his mind
as to what course to take in regard to the mat-

. ter | such a course as that would be utterly im-

preoticabls with a violect, 1nfatuated, partial,
parrow minded, superficial, one-sided tanatio,
who is probubiy ¢ wiser in his own conceit than
seven men thatcan render a roason ! We do
pot mean by this that the fanatic 18 necessarily

- & bad'man; on the contrary, be may be & good
- and earnest man, aod the cause which he so
unreasonably advocates may be an excellent

cause, one that would commend itself to the

favorable consideration of thoughtful and well

informed men ; but he is nedesdarily & man of
limited intelligence : a man who has not read
much and ‘who bas not the mental capaoity for
anderstanding more than one side of any sub-
jeot brought under his notice; bat his chief sin
lies in this faot that he insists on the exclusive
possession of trath, that hé over-values and
ove -rates his own opinions, and that he depre-
ciates and sets at ngught the opinions of other
people, It is interesting to observe how fanat-
ics by their excessive enthusiasm in advocating
sny virtne are led to commit its antithetical
vice; for we are told that excess in virtae is
vice., Thus: truth exaggsrated becomes false-
hood; self-respect is commendable; but self-
respect carried to an extreme is vanity aod
pride; humility is not only good but essential
for we are expressly told that unless we becnme
as little children we cannot inherit the King-
dom of Heaven; but you must couple self-re-
spect and moderation with it or else it will de-
generate into servility ; respect for the opinions
of others is an excellent quality, and is & sign
of magnanimity; bat it isa virtue that must be
exercised with reserve and self-control or else
't will soon reduce the person who exercises it
into a parasitioal, abject and oringing aycophant.

Moderation, or self-control is therefore anti-
fanatioal and is the crowning achievement of
life. Without it & man is driven violently by
his feelings to and fro, like a ship before the
wind ; bat with it & man is able to preserve an
andisturbed equanimity amidet the most trying
oircumstances; with it a man can be brave
without being presumptuous, humble without
being servile ; true and sincere withont being
barsb ; diffident and modest and yet preserve
his own manly individuality. In our relation
with our fellow-men fanaticism should be oare.
fally avoided and moderation studiously main-
tained. Fanatics magnify the virtues of and give
unqualified praise to their favorites; and they
ander-sstimate and unjustly depreciate their
adversaries; for prejudice has cansed a film to
grow oa their mind’s eye so that they oannot
see clearly and squarely. Bat moderation ena-
bles 8 man to jusily estimate and respect those
with whom he agrees, and also to treat those
from whom he differs with courtesy and dae
consideration. In controversial matters we
should cling to and defend what we considor to
be right, but we must not think that we have s
monopoly of truth. In politics fanaticism
should be also equally avoided. Who but a
simpleton would suppose that the government
of this or any other country would be safe ia
the hands of one political party without the
wholesome counteracting inflaence of the oppo-
gition to counterpoise its extravagance? There
are noble and patriotic men in all political par-
lies, men of self-sacrificing devotion, who are
anxious to advance the best interest of their
country, and who only differ from their com-
patriots in regard to the means or methods by
which they would acsomplish their purpose.
And yet to read the partissn press of this, or
any other country, and to see the amouat of
detraction, scarrility, low personality and vitu-
peration it contains a person would be inclined
to think that truth, virtue, honor and patriot-
ism were all on one side,. What a powerfal in-
fluence for good tho press of this conuntry would
wield if it refrained from making acrimonious
and personal remarks, aod if it discussed mat-
tors of public importance on their merit! How
much bitter resentment and wrathful indigoa-
tion would be spared if mon would exbrcise
self-control and moderation and be striotiy fair
and scourate in representing the views of their
oppooents ?  Bat, above all, fanaticism should
be especially avoided in discussing religious
subjeots ; for mis-statements, or misrepresenta.
tioms, or inaceuracies of any kind are sure to
hinder the cause of the party who make them ;
for opponents are sure to take advantage of
immouderate and exiravagant utterances. Take
the subjeot of temperance, for instance. Woat
subjeot so calculated to enlist the sympathy and
co-operation of every law-abiding citizen as the

sublime subject of temperance? Aud yet what
hinders the development of true and healthfal
temperance sentiment as much as the intemper-
ate and fanatical ntteranoes of so-called temp-
erance men? For instance not long since a
Methedist preacher in the United States was

noted in the Toronto Week a3 having said : “If
ghrist tarned water into wine at the wedding
of Cana of Galilee then He must be pat on His
trial ; for He was only saved from becoming a
sot by being orucified in early life.,,” Did ever
an intoxioated sot atter wordsa more feusrfully
blasphemous than these? D.d ever a man
whilst advocating any virtue more glariagly
commit its aatithetical vice? A short time
ago0, a clergyman in the Diocese of Fredericton
delivered & lecture on ¢ Iatemperance, itscanse
aud care,” in which he demnnstrated taat the
cause of intemparance was inward and spiritaal
degradation. He also said that the only ratioaal
ure for intemperance was for the sinaer to fall
Gefore the throae of the eternal propitiator aand
ory: “Create in me a clean heart O God and
renew & right spirit within me,” If & man sus.
tained a right relationship to Christ; if he
made use of the means of grace placed within
his reach, then, he would be temperate and
pure; for temperance is one of the twelve-fold
truits of the Holy Spirit.

But in regard to total abstinence he advo-
ocated it, not on Scriptural grounds,—for he did
not regard the drinkiog of a glass of wine in
iteelf a sin ; for the Word of G-id sanctioned the
use of wine; but he advocated it on the groand
of expedieuacy, practical experience and safety.
A few fanatics who happesed to be present
were horrified. ¢ What, no sin to drink a glass
of liquor!” Is it poss'ble fora man who takes
a glass of ligaor to be a follower of Christ ? We
do indeed think it possible ; bat it seems almost
impossible to believe that men could be found
in this enlightened age so intemperate and fan-
atical as to bold the contrary opinion. Suach
men are doing untold injury to the cause of
true Temperance Reform. They are too narrow
minded and fanatical to take God’s Word, hum-
bly and sincerely, as it is; bat they want to
override and force Scripture to say what pleases
them., Accordingly they have invented what
is known ag the two-wine theory, viz.: ** Waer-
over wine is spoken of as dangerous in Sorip-
ture it is fermented wine, and wherever it is
praised or cominended it is unfermented.”” This
was indeed a well kept secret until the fanati-
oism of the nineteenth century divalged it. See
how lncidly they icterpret Scripture, * The
wine which Noah drauk was fermented; bat
the wine, (same words) that Molohizedek
brought to Abraham (oanly five chapters after)
was unfermented.

“The wine that Nadab and Abihu drank
was fermented, but that which ia the same
book is ordered to be used in Divine service
was unfermented. So, in the New Testament,
the wine which the Corinthian Christians be
came intoxicated upon was fermented ; bat the
wine that was used at Cans at the wedding was
unfermented.” What the wine was thut the
deacons (1 Tim, iii, 8), and the aged women
(Tiv. ii, 3) must not drink much of they are
not decided upon. A person would think that
sach & misinterpretation, such distorting,
twisting and wresting of the plain meaning of
Holy Suripture would be too much ftor their
common sense; bat the fact that it is notspeaks
volumes for their intellectusl capacity! The
fact 18, fanatios approach the Bible with a mind
pte-occupied wiih one idca; if they can find
u verse to suit them—well; bat if not 8o much
fhe worse for the verse ; for they will distort,

,wist and tara it untij it does! And they go
even further than this; for one of those kind of
people came to me, not long since,-and seriously
udvocated the subst'tution of water for wine n
ths Holy Commaunion! Thus they not only
misinterpret Scripture; ba: they want to over-
ride our blessed Liurd's cxplicit command. From
such fanaticism and intewperance ** Good Lord
deliver us ™1



