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:1hings-in order, we want none-of your interfer-
ence, the Gospel would have had but poor suc.
cess in these populous Gommunities. Not
guided by & head, their action would have been
narrow, selfish, individualistic, obstruective,
There would have been no unity. The kingdom
divided against iteelf would have been brought
to degolation. And so also a like result of fail-
are would have followed all sinfal indulgen
cies, conformity to the world in it8 excesses
and its vices, all lack of earnestness in working,
liberality in giving, holiness in life, on the part
of the members of the Chureh of Christ.

Finally, my brethren, remember that in your
baptism, when you were entered into Christ's
Kingdom, you were swort to fight manfully
against the world, the flesh, and the Devil, and
to continue Christ’s faithfal soldiers and ser-
vants unto.your lives' ead. Glorious will be
your reward if you fulfil thisyour osth of allegi-
ance and of loyslly. Your King ard Lord
peeds this service from you. The Church needs
it. When all the hosts of Satan are arrayed in
deadly hostility against Christ and His Church,
and the world and sin arc his powerful allies,
and every power and every subtlety are used to
thwart our King and to overtarn, or divide, or

revent the progress of His Kingdom, it is &
shame that any.should be seen fighting in Sa-
tan's ranks, with the sign of the Cross not ob-
literated from their foreheads | In whose ranks
are you marching ? Are you with Christ ? Do
you belong in heart and life to His embattled
hosts, fighting maofully against His enemies ?
Or are you only professedly with Him, really
against Him ? God grant to us all fidelity in
the station appointed for us.

EXTREMES MEET.

———

I~ connection with the Pao-Anglican Confer-
ence, and without ontering here into any review
of the substance of its resolution and recommen-
dations, it may be of some little gervice to the
cause of trath to endeavor to give articulate ex-
pression to the principles that determine the
measure of authority to be attached to utter-

ances of the Chugoeh.

The root-principle was, I think, revealed by
our Lord, when He taught his disciples the
Christian mode of dealing with an offending
brother. The power to be brought to bear upon
such an one was to be inocreased by successive
gradations from an individual mp to ‘¢ the
Church.” TFirst there was to be the private re-
monstrance ' between thee and him alone: ”
then the weight of one or more neutral per-
gons as ‘‘witnesses” or referonce was to be
thrown into the scale; and lastly, if need were,
“ the Church” was to be called in. It is not
pecessary to suppose that, in this case, *“ the
Church” means more than thelocal community
with which the members concerned areimmed-
iately connected. Bat whatever the extent of
the reference, & principle is sanotioned which
will suffice for the determination of all disputed
questions affecting the Charch, In matters of
controversy the appeal is ever from the less to
the greater, from the part to the whole, from
the individual member onwards and apwards,
through any number of gradations, to the plen-
ary authority of the Universal Churoh. This
is simply the affirmation of the Coneiliar prin-
ciple, to which true Catholics have in all ages
appealed as the, Church's surest protection
against the exaggerated claims of individaal
members. - Self-will and self-exaltation have
raiged .their heads in oountless forms; have
blossomed in heresy, and fruited in-schism ;
and have found expression wherever- the pre-
-tensions of personal infallibility, in Pope. or- in
pedlar, have been asserted. : : -

The remedy for all thisis {0 be-sought in the
.free and anfettered spplication of the Comeiliar
principle on the lines of true Catholicity, .The

axiom of Catholicity is the supremely reason-

able position that the whole is greater and
wiser than any of its parts. The promise of
our Lord that the gates of hell shall not prevail,
is not to any individual member of the Church,
however bumble or however exalted, nor to any
part or section of the Church, but simply to the
Church as a whole. The powers of destraction
shall never, totsally and fically, prevail against
“ the holy Churoh throughout the world.” That
is the ful{amount of the Master's promise, and
we have no right to read into it anything other
or more. ’

It is interesting to note how mnaturally and
essily, in days when constitntional government
was but imperfectly known, the early Church
fell into what we might call constitutional meth-
ods of precednre. When differences and diffi-
culties arose, a council or synod wassummoned
to compose or remove them, The Synod of
Jerusalem was the precursor of many a solemn
Synod of the Church, ranging in rank and
authority from the remotest provincial to the
unchallenged (Bcumenical, And, perhaps, the
most marvellous thing in the whole connection
was the divinely simple asd mnatural way in
whioh the Churoh's ordinary constitation was
found to meet the reqrirements of consiitution-
al action and representative government. The
Bishops of the Church were not ouly, by their
Commission, the officers of Jesus Christ, but
they were also, by their election, the represen-
tatives of their several dioceses. When, there-
fore, there arcse a mecessity for hearing the
voice, and obtaining the judgment of the
Chburch in any matter, it was found that, with-
out the tarmoil and excitement of a popular
election, there existed, ready to hand, accredit-
ed representatives who could testify to the faith
and practice of their respective Churches.
Questions of faith resolved themselves into the
acourate definition of that which had been
accepted from the beginning, and could be
finally settled by no authority short of an
(Ecamenical Counoil, ratified and supplemented
by the general consent of the Christian world.
There existed, therefore, a double barrier againt
any tampering with the Faith, namely,—the
representative character of the Bishops, and the
necessity for subsequent ratificat'on by the
consent of the whole Charch; and it is a re-
markable fact that, of all the additions that
have been made to the Faith in particular por-
tions of the Church, not one has paesed the two-
fold barrier, They remain to this day in the
charaoter of local or sectional irregularities,
which must be removed or corrected if unity is
to be restored. The schisms of the Church, un-
happy as they have been in themselves, and
mischievous in their results, have yet arrested
the possibility of over definition in the matters
of faith.

In matters of administration the smaller
Bynods or Councils of the Church have pos-
seesed all the power that was needed. They
have been able to pass regulations on matters
of administration or detail which are sufficient
within the limits of their respective jurisdic-
tioms.

It would beimpossible for a Universal Church,
if we could suppose it modelled on the lines of
Presbyterianism, to act in this easy, and, a8 we
might almost say, this automatic way. The
questions of pretedence snd representative
suthority, which in the Catholic Church, find
their natural solution in the Episcopate, would
lead to no end of agitatien and convulsion, per-
haps disruption. With what we inherit as the
divinely appointed order of the Church, the
Bishops meet, and the representation of the
Churches is complete. In this wsy, while the
Pan-Anglican Conference does not lay claim to
strict Synodical authority, the moral weight to
be attached to its decisions must be commen-
surate with the variety of thought and interests,
and of - conditions ‘that are embraceéd in the
Churches that they rule over and represent.

It is curious to note how extremes meet in

the departures that are made from the Coneil. .
iar principle, In whatever direction they set.:
out, they ernd at 1ast in the one man poweror
usurpation. The most emineat Seceder ‘in:-
Soottish History, the worthy dame who found .-
herself compelled by her doubts of the dootrinal
soandness of her follows tonarrow by suzocessive
sucegsions her eoclesiastical oonnection till her :
“ Church” consisted of only two, herself and .
another, was constrained at last to question the -
soundness of even that other. And thatis the
necessary goal of the private jodgment which -
places itself above the authority of the Church.
It is the same, with, of course, many diffiernces
of detail, in the oase of his Holiness the Pope, -
who, from affecting to be the mounthpiece of &
Counocil representing the Charch, has climbed
into the position of speaking by his own in-
herent and personal infallibility. It is, in every -
such case, the one man usarping the place of
the Church, and making himself the supreme
and final authority. The ounly difference is, as
to who the one man is to be.—7. 7., tn The
Scottish Guardian.

THE BISHOP OF WINCHESTER ON

REUNION WITH PROTESTANTS
AND WITHROMAN CATHOLIOS.

There are dangers on both sides of the ques-
tion which must bs carefally avoided. On the
one side there is the danger into which ‘the
Roman Church has fallen of making no conocess

ions, but demanding submission to the diotates
of authority. Disunion in the Western Churoh is
is dne to the Church of Rome. We ought to
take warning from this, and being ourselves
a great Church and a strong Church, from
which concessions may be asked, wo ought to
make all concessions that oan be made, and it
is our desire to do so as long as it can be done
lawfully and rightly. One the other side there
is the danger of losing onr own catholicity by
making concessions which compromise our owa
position as the Church of Chriet. In asking
our brethren to join us we wish to give them
all the blessings that belong to us as Church-
men. * Let him thatgiveth, give with simpli.
city,” or as it more rightly m-ans, with liberal-
ity; but if we give up our gifts we cannot offer
them to those with whom we shonld unite,
We cannot giveup for instance the thres Cath-
olic Creeds, or our Orders and Apostolic Suc-
cossion ; if we did wa should show ourselve
on a parity with those who dissent from us, but
should not be able to give the blessings we wish
to bestow on them. If we compromised our
orders by lapse of fature ordinations, or allowed
our Creeds to fall into disuse, we should lose
the power of conciliating others. With regard
to the great Church of Rome, all our Christian-
ity and Church principles have come down to us
from this channgl, and I would not have any
one speak with disrespect of 8 Church to which
our father’s owed so much. I do not, however,
seo how anyone who holds the Catholio faith
coz1d join with it when it holds such & hereay,
if one may call it & heresy, in Church organizs-
tion, as the absorbing of al! Church order intp
one man who shall be absolute, but who is really
a slave to others, 1do not see how a Church
which lets Episcopaoy merge into the Bishop of
Rome can be united to us ; or, again, a Church
which accepts the doctrine of the Immaoculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary; for
if thoy believe that human natore was healad
by the Virgin Mary before the birth of Chriat,
I see no hope of our uniting with them, They
wil not allow union; it must be unconditional
gurrender. Still, putting all this aside, we may.
hope that things may 8o come shout by the
grace of God, that union may take place ‘both
between us and other bodies, and also with the
Church of Rome. We ought to act with' per-
fecot, generosity, liberally, and kindnss .of feol-
ing, but also with wisdom and moderation,—
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