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things in o-rdeir, WC want noneof your interfer-
ence, the Gospel would have had but poor suc-
cess in these populous communities. Not
guided by a head, their action would have been
narrow, selfieb, individualistic, obstruetive,
There would have beau no unity. The kingdom
divided against itself would have been brought
to desolation. And so also a like result of fail.
ure would have followed all sinful indulgen-
cies, conformity te the world in its excesses
and its vices, ail lack of earnestness in working,
liberality in giving, holineus in life, on the part
of the members of the Church of Christ.

Finally, my brethren, remember that inyour
baptism, when you were entered inte Christ's
Kingdom, yon were sworn to fight manfully
against the world, the flash, and the Devil, and
to continue Chriat'e faithful soldiers and ser-
vants untoyour lives' end. Glorious wiIl b

your reward if you fulfil thisyour oath ofallegi-
ance and of loyaty. Your King and Lord
needs this service from yo. The Church needs
it. When ail the hasts of Satan are arrayed in
deadly hostility against Christ and His Church,
and the world and sin are his powerful alles,
and avery power and every sabtlety are used to
th'wart our King and ta overturn, or divide, or
prevent the progress Of Ris Kingdom, iL is a
shame that any.should b. seen fighting lu Sa-
tan's ranks, with the sign of the Cross not ob-
literated from their foreheads In whose ranuk
are yon marching ? Are you with Christ ? Do
yen belong u beart and life to Ris ambattled
hosts, fighting manfally against His ebemies ?
Or are you only professedly with Him, really
against Him ? God grant ta us all fidelity in
the station appointed for us.

EXTREMES HEET.

Ir connection with the Pan-Anglican Confer-

ence, and without entering here into any review

ef the 'substance of its resolution and recommen-
dations, it may be of some little service to the

cause of truth to endeavor to give articulate ex-

pression ta the principles that determine the

moasure of authority to be attached to utter-
ances of the Chageh.

The root-principle was, I think, revesled by
our Lord, when He taught his disciples the
Christian mode of dealing with an offending
brother. The power to be brought to boar upon
sueh an one was to be increasod by successive
gradations from an individual up to I the
Church." First there ws to ha the private re-
monstrance " botween thee and him alone: "
thon the weigbt of one or more nautral per-
sons as "witnesses" or refarence was to be
thrown into the scale; and latly, if need were,
" the Church" was to be called in. It is not
nacessary ta suppose that, in this case, Ithe
Church" meana more than the local community
with whieh the members concerned are immed-
lately connected. But whatever the extent of
the reference, a principle is sanotioned which
will suffice for the determination of all disputed
questions affecting the Church. In matters of
controversy the appeal is ever from the les to
the greater, from the part to the whole, from
the individual member onwards and upwards,
through any number of gradations, to the plen-
ary authority of the Universal Church. This
is simply the affirmation of the Conciliar prim-
ciple, te which true Catholics have in ail ages
appealed as the, Church's sureat protection
againt the exaggerated claims of indi-vidual
members. -BSelf-will and self-exaltation have
rased. their beads in countless forma; have
blossomed in hexesy, and fruited in schism;
and have found expression #herever - the pre-
.tensiôns of parsenal infallibility, in Pope or in
pedlar, have been aserted.

The reimedy for al this ls to be-sought in the
free and anfettered applicationof the Conciliar
principle on the luis of true Catholicitye Th.

axiom of Catholicity is the supremely reason-
able position that the whole is greater and
viser than any of its parts. The promise of

our Lord that thegates oflell shall not prevail,
is not to any individual member of the Churoh,
however humble or however exalted, nor to any
part or section of the Church, but simply to the
Church as a whole. The powers of destruction
shall never, totally and finally, prevail against
" theholy Church throughont the world." That
l the fal amount of the Master's promise, and
we have no right to read into it anything other
or more.

It s interesting to note lhow naturally and
easily, in days when constitutionalgovernment
was but imperfectly known, the early Church
fell into what we might call constitutional meth-
ode of precedare. When diffarences and dil-
culties arose, a council or synod was summoned
to compose or remove thern. The Synod of
Jerusaliem was the precursor of many a solemn
Synod of the Church, ranging in rank and
authority from the remotest provincial to the
unchallenged Rcumenical. And, perhaps, the
most marvellous thing in the whole connection
was the divinely simple and natural way in
which the Church's ordinary constitution was
found ta meet the requirernents of constitution-
al action and representative government. The
Bishops of the Church were not only, by their
Commission, the officers of Jeans Christ, but
they were also, by their election, the represen-
tatives of their several dioceses. When, thara-
fore, there arose a necessity for hearing the
voice, and obtaining the judgnient of thae
Church in any matter, it was found that, with-
out the turmoil and excitement of a popular
election, there existed, ready to hand, accredit.
ed representatives who could testify to the faith
a.nd practice of their respective Churches.
Questions of faith resolved theiselves into the
accurate definition of that which had beau
accepted from the beginning, and could be
fnally settled 'by no authority short of an
(Ecumenical Council, ratified and mupplemented
by the general consent of the Christian world.
Thereexisted, tharefore, a double barrier againt
any tampering with the Faith, namely,-the
represantative character of the Bsihop3, and the
necessity for subsequent ratificat on by the
consent of the whole Churchl; and it is a re-
narkable fact that, of ail the additions that
have beau made to the Faith in particalar por-
tions of the Church, not one bas paesed the two-
fold barrier. They remain to this day in the
character of local or sectional irregularities,
which must be removed or corrected if unity is
to b. restorid. The schisme of the Church, un-
happy as they have been in themselves, and
mischievous in their results, have yet arrested
the possibility of over defiaition in the matters
of faith.

In matters of administration the simaller
Synode or Conneile of the Church have pos-
seesed all the power that was needed. They
have been able to pass regulations on matters
of administration or detail which are suaicient
within the limite of their respective jarisdic-
tions.

It would be impossible for a Univeraal Church,
if we eould suppose it modelled on the lines of
Presbyterianis, to act u this easy, and, as we
might almost say, this automatie way. The
questions of precedence und representative
authority. which in the Catholic Church, find
thoir. natural solution in the Episcopate, would
Iead to no end of agitation and convulsion, par-
haps disruption. With what we inherit as the
divinely appointed order of the Church, the
Bishops meet, and the representation of the
Churches i complete. In this way, while the
Pan-Anglican Conference does not lay claim to
strict Synodical authority, the moral 'weight to
beattached to its decisions must be commen-
surate with the variety of thought and interests,
an& of conditions that are embraced iu the
Churches that they rule over and represont.

It i Curious to note how extremes meet in

the departures that are made from thq Oonoil-
iar principle. In whatever direction they set3
out, they end at last in the one man power or
usurpation. The most eminent Seceder 1n
Scottish History, thei worthy dame who fo.nd
hersolf oompelled by ber doubts of the doctriàl
sonudnese of her fellows tonarrow by successive'
mucessions her ecolesiastical oonnection till ber
"tChurch" consisted of only two, hersolf and
another, was constrained at last to question the
soundness of aven that other. And that i thé
necessary goal of the private judgment whiòh
places itself above the authority of the Churoh.
It is the same, with, of course, many diffieraces
of detail, in the case of his Holiness the Pope,
who, from affecting to be the moutbpiece of. a
Council representing the Charoh, las olimbed
into the position of epeaking by his own in-
herent and personal infallibility. It ie, in every
such case, the one man usurping the place of
the Church, and making himself the supreme
and final authority. The only différence ia as
to who the one man i8 to be.-T. T., in'le
Scottish Guardian.

THE BISHOP OF WINOCHESTVER ON
REUION WITH PRO TBSTANTS
AYD WITER OMA OA TiOL IOB.

Thora are dangers on both aides of the ques-
tion which muet be carefully avoided. On the
one side thore is the danger into which 'the
Roman Church has fallen of making no concess
ions, but demanding submission to the dictates
of authority. Disunion in the Western Churoh is
is due ta the Church of Rome. We ought to
take warning from this, and being ourselves
a great Church and a strong Church, from
which concessions may be asked, we ought to
make ail concessions that can be made, and it
is our desire ta do so as long as it eau be dône
lawfully and rightly. One the other aide thora
is the danger of losing our own catholicity by
making concessions which compromise our own
position as the Church of Christ. In asking
our brathren ta join na we wish to give them
ail the blessings that belong to us as Church.
men, " Let himi thait giveth, give with simpli.
city," or as it more rightly mz.ans, with liberal.
ity; but if we give np our gifts we eannot offer
them ta those with whom we should unite.
We cannot give up for instance the three Cath-
olic Creeds, or our Orders and Apostolic Suc-
cession; if we did we should show ourselve
on a parity with those who dissent from us, but
should not be able to give the blessings we wish
to bestow on thom. If we compromised our
orders by lapse of future ordinations, or allowed
our Creeds to fall into disuse, we should loue
the power of conciliating others. With regard
to the great Church of Rome, aIl our Christian-
ity and Church principles have come down to us
from this channel. and I would not have any
one speak with disrespect of a Church to which
our father's owed so mach. I do not, however,
sec how anyone who holds the Catholic faith
could join with it when it holda such a ieresy,
if one May cal, it a heresy, in Church organiza.
tion, as the absorbing of al! Chusrch order intp
ane man who shall b absoluto, but who is realy
a slave to others. I do not see how a Church
which lets E piscopacy marge into the Bishop of
Rome eaun b united to us ; or, again, a Ohurch
which accepta the doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary; for
if thay believe that buman nature was healed
by the Virgin Mary before the birth of Christ,
I soe ne hope of car uniting with them. They
wil not allow union; it muet be unconditiona
surrender. Still, putting ail thisaside, we may
hope that things may se come about by the
grace of God, that union may take place both
hatween as ad other badies, and also with thé
Church of Rome. We ought to sot with Par.
fecet generosity, liberally, and kindne wof rel.
ing, but alse with wisdom and moderation.-
Betccted.


