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(hiat so it may break forth ‘in ardent desires to the
Lord God of our salvation.
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ESTHER MERLE; o Tug NURSERY MAID.

The day was closing in, and the sun sinking
behind the hills,—the slaotiug rays fell upon an
elderly woman in a widow's dress, who came out of
a cottage standing alone on the outskirts of the
village of Ellerton.  She shaded her eyes with her
hande, and looked up the road—then turned round,
and slowly sauntered about the small plot of ground
which served as a garden, and which was divided
. from the common, by a neat but rough fence.

There were pioks and roses, and Loudon-pride,
all out in full bloom, and a tall gay row of holy-
hocks near the fence ; then came neat ruws of
thyme and parsley, and a good bed of onions and
cabbages, and a luxuriant honeysuckle almost hid
the windows. ‘T'here is nothing pleasanter to see
than s neat cottage garden ; it certainly does give
one aq impression that good kind of. people live
there. It speaks of industry and content ; and if
there be flowers as well as vegetables, it seems to
say, that though perhaps poor and obliged to work
hard, they who tend the flowers mast have many
moments of innocent pleasure; their sweet scent
may soothe the mind after hours of anxiety and
toil, their beauty and delicacy lead the care-worn
heart away from things present, and tell of that
Almighty who created them—of Him, who careth
for the flowers which perish, and careth more for
Ilis people. ‘

And such thoughts were in Mrs. Merle's mind,
as she smelt & moss rosebud, and gathered:some
mignonette. She sighed—Dbut the soft fresh air
revived her after 8 hard day's work over the wash-
tub; and after pacing about, pulling vp here a
weed and there tying a flower—her face looked
happier, and she again went towards the low gate,
and looked up the road. Voicee were now heard,
and two girls of about twelve and thirteen, carry-
ing a bundle, approached. They were her daugh-
ters, who had been for some clothes. She was a
farmer’s widow, left with four children ; these two
were the youngest, the next was a son, who since
his futher's death had left her and gone to ses, and

-—the-eldest-was-a-daughter;

ty. It was for this daughter that she was looking
out. Esther Merle saw that her mother’s washing
would but scarcely maintain herself and the two
younger girls ; and they being now old enough to
assist their mother, Esther determined to go out to
service. Very fond of home and of her mother,
this was a great trial to Esther. The Merles had
seen better days; they had rented a tolerably
large farm in the parish, and were a good deal
respected and looked up to. - For many years they
prospered—then sickness came. The eldest son
the pride and hope of his psrents, died of consump-
tion; the next girl followed. Then the father
caught a bad fever, which went through the family,
and their savings were spent in doctor's bills, aud
the farm work was neglected. Old Merle never
recovered his strength or spirits; he gradually
pined away, and, notwithstanding the active efforts
of his wife and daughter Esther, they found them-
selves, shortly after his death, obliged to give up
the farm.  The second son instead of helping them
was a deep cause of anxiety, having fallen into bad
company. Ile was now, as 1 before said, at sea,
and the widow and her three girls gratefully ac-
cepted their kind landlord's offer, of taking a small
cottage and trying to maintain themselves by sew-
ing and washicg. Ellerton was, however, a poor
parish, and though every one was willing to help
them, it became very evident that Esther must
leave and do something for herself.

On this day she had walked with s friend into-

the town, six miles off to see a lady whom she had
heard was iff want of & nursury maid.

The two girls now came in; a few paces behind
them was a very old man, his clothes in rage, and
_bent down with age, apparently hardly able to crawl
along, even with the sid of his stout stick.

“ Mother, that's old Ben ! said one of her chil-
dren. “Don't you mind old Ben? Ile acked me

- for a few pence, but 1 told him I had none, but | T

maybe you might find something or other.” v

* Pour old fellow 1" eaid the mother. * Time
was when he should have had his seat in the chim-
Dey corner, and . as much checse and bread and
sfmll beer as he could use—but now—"'and she
sighed ; then after a pause she said to herselfin a
lqw broken voice, “ However, a cup of cold water
given in Ilis name—" Then turning into the
house, she came out with a slice of bread and a
cup of milk and water, and giving to the old man
said : “ [low are ye, Ben? I fear no better than
you used to be. Come in and rest a bit on this
beneh, and if you can eat this crust you are kindly
welcome— I wish I had better but I haven't.”

“ Many thanke to you, missis,’”” said the old man,

seating himaelf and eating the bread immediately. !

‘ “!have not broken my fast this day: but never
mind—briglter times are coming ; my ships will
soon be home, and you, missis, shall have a good
share—you were always good to me when I was
turned off by ofthers."

¢ At the old story, I see, " said Mre. Merle.—
* Poor old Ben ! your ships bave indeed been long

but let us consider it, rather, as His peculiar pro- | a-coming; but, however, you are right to look for;
vioce to excite the heart anew at times of prayer, | ward, and even your poor crazed mind may teach

| Richmond-streets

J

3

us to hope and trust our God. 1} ungry, cold, and
almost naked, you've never been cast down, but
seemed to see bright things behind the clouds.—
Alack! alack! Why don't we who are in our
right minds see as you do, and bear up in cheerful
paticnce, hoping that rest and joy will come at last,
though it tarig!* '

“Crazy Ben,” as he was called, sat about a
quarter of an hour, and then wished them good
evening, his dim and sunken eye lighting up as he
raised his stick in the cir, and again promissd a
share of his fancied wealth to her who bad always
been a kind friend to him.

Mrs. Merle slipped four-pence into his shrivelled
hand. 8he had but one shiling in the house, and
kaew she could get no more till her week's washing
was paid for; and it was but Tuesdey.

As Ben walked out, another person came in: it |
was Esther. She threw herself down on the seat |
which Ben had just quitted, and untying her bon-
net, said she was very tired and heated, but added,
“ Dear ! how pleasant “tis to look out on the green
common, and smell the flowers, after the dusty
roads and bustling streets."”. '

“ But, Esther,’”" said her youngest sister, * what
did you see, and did you buy the tea for mother?*

“ And did you get the place? ' intersupted the
other.

“ O my dears, wait a bit, and let your sister
rest, and then we'll hear all about it,” said the mo-
ther, as she turned in to prepare their evening
meal.

b

(T Be continved.)
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Ammediately (0 the West of his late residence, at the fool

of the College Avenue, on Quesn Street. c
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"1 Chureh Socle:"l House, 3, King Streot West.

Toronto, July, 1849.

FOR BALN.
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For Sale in Whitchurch.
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Living and Dead Subjects.

Torooto, March 27th, 1850. : 8.1y
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COROUVRG.

w. TOWNSEND; .
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC, respect-
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fts Vicinity, that he will be happy to receive orders for Tyning
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Residence—N. W, corner of Bay and Richmond-streets,
N. B. A Bune-tonied Six Octave Piano Forte for Sale.
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HE SUBSCRIBERS beg leave to inform their
Friends and the Public, that they will continue to Manu.
factureto Order any Size of

CHURCH OR CHAMBER ORGANS,
on most favourable terms. Metul Pipes and Reed Stops of every
Description made to Order. HAGER & VOGT.

N. B. All work done by §1. & V., will be warrantea.
Hamilton, Apri) 2nd, 1850, 36-6m

CHURCH OR CHAMBER ORGAN.
FOR SALE, Four Rows or PirPEs.—

Cheap for Cash, or approved Credit.
For ’.u.lgnlan. apply to W. Tuwnsenp, corner of Bay and

G-of
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Refer ll»dt{ rrumod to the Hoaourable and Right Rev.
evend the Lord Bishop of Toronto; the Veneratle the Arch-
deacon of York, Cobourg ;: G. M. Baswell, Req., Cobotrg.

Tanys, for Boarders receiving an English adnmlon £30 per
apnum.

French, Musie, Drawing &¢. op the usual terms,
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Governess.

YOUNG LADY wishes to form an engage-
ment as Governess, She is qualified to jastruct in Masic,
a0d the Eugilsh bwanches of Edacation.
Address (post-paid) A. Z., at this Otiice.

_‘Toronto. May 14th, 1650,

. \@overness. ..
LADY is desirous of obtaining a situation ss
Goverpess for goung Children or to superintend a hous.
hold te References to the Rev. J. Gsppsss, and the Rev. W,
Lumwing, letters be addressed Y. Z., post-paid to the Hamiltoo
Post Office,
December 36th 1049, 2.

QUEBEC FIRE AB_S_(HIANCE COMPANY.
: OAPITAL — £250,000.
CON’TINUEB to sccept Riosks against Finx in

and abowt Teronte. Lesets promptly eetiled.
F. H. IIEWARD,‘ -
o§!

" a5t

. Tosonto 7th May, 1850.

COMMODIOUS DWELLING HOUSE,|

" ronto, at Three o’clock, P.

“they leave Kiugston,

Joba Esstwood, B. W. Smith, :
John Doel, A. MoMaster,
James Lesslle, James Bhaw,
Wm. Mathers, Alez’r MoGlasban, A
J. Raing, Secretary. Jguw McMonsicx, President.

@9 Al lesses prompily adjusted.. Letters by mail
musl be post-paid.
July 8, 1848, n

THE STEANRR CITY OF TORONTO
WILL leave Toronto (with Her Majesty's

Malle), for Kingeten, avery Tuseday and Friday, a8 -
nosw, calling at Port Hope and Cobourg. it
Wil leave Kingston for Cabourg, Port flope, Toronte snd
Hamilton, disect, avery Wodresdey and Saturday at Thiee
o'clock, P.M.," arriving at Hamiiton at Twelve o'clock noos,
Sundays and Thursdays, ;:nln. Hamiiton same days for Te-
Pasengera arrive i3 Mootreal the eveting of the day on which

. ‘Toroato, April Juth, 1880,

THE STEANER PRINCESS ROYAL, |

CAPT. NENRY TWONY,

ILL leave Toronto for Kingeton, calling at
Wednesday and

Port H sud Cobourg, (weather ' g
y ey ot N e T ave Kingsion 6oy
Teronto and intermediate ports every Monday and Thureday
afternoen at three o'clock. ,
" Willdleave Toronto for Jamilton every Tuesday and Fridey
Morning u':l ht o'clock, Will leave Hamilton for Téronto every -
Tuesday and Friday sfiernoon at three o’clock. - oo
The Steamer PRINCERS RGJAL baving been l.':l';

deuble
of the best sea-bnats upon the Lake, and s now oiie of the
and most commodious. .
8l Mell Steam Packet Qffice
M‘l‘oo_outo. May S0th, 1800,

THE sTRAMER nOVERRIGN.
CAPTAIN WILKINSON, ‘

FILL leave Toronto for Nisgera, Queenston -
and Lewliston every Afternoon, (Sundsys excepted) at .
One o’clock. :

Will leave Jawiston and Quienston for Toronto about half
past Eight o'clock in the Morning; and will arrive i tisse to mseet
the Mall Steamers for Kingston at Twelve, Noon.

- Cabin P, (Meals extra one Dollar.
Deck Passage, three quarters of s Dollar.
Royal Mall Steam Packet Qffice,

Toronto, May 30th, 1850,
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THE STFAMER AMERICA,
CAPT. RODERT KEEB, .

1L L, for the rtemaindes of the Season leave
Toronto for Rochester, every Tuseday, Thursday snd
Saturday Ilomlnp. at Ten o'clock preciscly, snd will touch at
Pt'w:‘ Hope and Cobourg, and intermediate Posts, (woather pore

mitting . .
Returning, wiil Jeave Rochester for Torontn, ealling st Cobourg
and lmnzduu porte every Mowday, Wd'nuday asd Fridey

Mornings st hall-past Eight o’clock.
Steamboat Qffice, 23 Front Street,
Toronto, April 10th, 1850,

THE STEAMER ECLIPSE,
CAPT. HALRISON,
‘ ‘7 ILL leave Hamilton for Toronto every Morne
. (Bnpda , ot half-past seven o'dlock,
touching -:nt'ba(lm.m?dl:u ). and will Jesve ‘l'on:n for
Hamilton st Two o’clock in the Afterngon.
2

Steamboat Qffice, 33 Front Stveed,
Torouto, April i0eh, 1850,
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