POy —

D OO -

£he CHurcey. A

el

166

;Il.bh the very essence is love—which commands us to love our
enemies—to do good to them that
despitefully use us—to bless them that curse
tocarse? It has been feebly replied by some, this was und‘er ‘the
Jewish dispensation, which was less perfect than the Christian,
and which tolerated many things that the Gospel condemns.” But
will this satisfy those who ber tliat true religion is the same
in essence under every dispensation? Can we forget that the Old
Test t expressly ds us to exercise benevolence mw.Td’
our enemies? Has not Moses in the law said, “if thou meet thine
enemy’s ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bri:tg it back
again—if thou seest the ass of him that hateth thee lying under
his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely
help with him.” Was it not from the old Testament that ou'r
Lord quoted that precept, worthy of the Saviour of maukind, “.lf
thine enemy hunger feed him; if he thirst, give him drink ; forin
s0 doing, thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head,” to melt him
down to love? Has not Christ, in the parable, expounded the

speaking, a faithful spirit will think his Lord’s words adapted t.o
hate us—to pray for them that his circumstances : ¢ think not what or how ye shall speak, for it
us—to bless and not | is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of the Father which speaketh

grand precept of the law,  thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self,” as enjoining acts of Kkindress towards the Samaritans, whom
the Jews considered as their worst enemies? There is more weight
in the observation, that many of the most awful imprecations are
{n those Psalms, which not only epenk expressly of Christ, but in
which he himself is the speaker, so that the denunciations fall
upon his enemies, and are predictions of the fate of Judas sfld tl'ze
Jews. But this answer will seem insufficient, because it will
scarcely apply to all the imprecations. The first, which is men-
tioned above, is from the 5th Psalm, which canuot, without for-
eing it to bend to an arbitrary hypothesis, be interpreted to speak
of Christ. If then, there is but one imprecation (and there are
many) which cannot be accounted for by this observation, we must
seck some more comprehensive solation of the difficulty. For
this, it bas been usual to have recourse to the criticism on the form
;:f words in the original Hebrew. It is observed that the Hebrew
language employs the same form of speech to express both the im-
perative mood and the future tense of the indicative,so that the
same words may be translated, let them go down quick into hell, or,
they shall §o down quick into hell; thus all the predictions
might with equal fidelity to the letter of Scripture, be read as sim-
ple prophecies of future events. Hence it has been much the
vogue to translate in the future, instead of the imperative, all those
passages which contain imprecations ord iations of veng
There is, however, a serious objection to this plausible mode of ex-
trieating ourselves from the difficulty. The Holy Spirit has him-
gelf, in other parts of Scripture, determined that some of these nas-
«ue uices uguage has not the same ambiguity in this case as
the Hebrew, and, in the New Testament, some of these impreca-
tory Psalms are quoted by the inspired apostle, in such a way as
to overthrow the favourite hypothesis, which would render all these
passages in the future tense as simple predictions. Hence the late
Dr. Horne, Bishop of Norwich, in his pious Commentary on the
Book of Psalms, might seem to deserve some severity of reprehen-
sion for translating the 69th Psalm in the future, when the Holy
Spirit, in the Apostles of the New Testament, has declared, that
it is to be understood in the imperative. In Acts i. 20, we read,
* it is written in the Book of Psalms, let his habitation be deso-
late, and et no man dwell therein, and his Bishopric let another
take ;” but the Bishop so far differs from the Apostle as to ren-
der it, “their habitation shall be desolate.” In the same way he
treats other verses which are quoted by St. Panlin Rom. xi. 9,10.
Now, whatever uncertainty there may be inthe Hebrew, the Greek
of the New Test t is unquestionably in the imperative and
eptative; which should have checked the prevalent propensity to
translate the Psalms in the future.

Baut, after all, I ask, with some surprise,. how it is that those
who believe the Psalms not to be the private suggestions of the
writer’s own mind, but that holy men spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost, should have found any diffienlty in the im-
precations alluded to?  So much of the Psalms are evidently be-
yond any human mind, that they compel every Christian to ex-
elaim,—the voice of a God and not of a man! Thisdivine Book
contains the most minute predictions concerning future events,
foretelling what thoughts wound arise in men’s minds, the dispo-
sitions they would feel, the exact words they would speak, and
the extraordinary actions they would perform, hundreds of years
after the Psalms were penned, so that it is evident that the Psalm-
ist was not then uttering his own views, but was the organ of the
Deity to express God’s will and intention. In the simple prophe-
cies, he uttered things which he often could not thoroughly un-
derstand, and, of course, could not feel all their force; so in
those passages which are imprecatory denunciations, as well as
declarations of future events, he did not know upon whom they
would fall, and of course could not feel any ill-will or revenge,
but was himself carriedlaway by the divine afflatus, to utter the
oracles of God to men. Now when we read the predictions in the
Pealms, no one says, whata penetrating mind David’s must have
been to tell what men would exist, and how they would think, feel,
speak and act hundreds of years to come! No one says, what
prescience he must have possessed, to know so long before hand
how Christ would appear on earth— what receptionthe Jews would
give—to tell exactly what words he would speak on the eross—
and what the Jews would throw in his teeth—to discover that they
would give vinegar and gall in his thirst, and part his garments
amongst them, casting lots who should have the whole of his robe!
Every one says, this was not David's singular foresight or wis-
dom, as if he could search the hearts of men, and even know
what they would think, feel, speak and act in future ages: the
sweet Psalmist of Israel himself explains the affair when he says,
“ the Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his words were in my
tongue.” Tlien, why should we say that it was a revengeful spi-
rit that dwelt in David’s breast when he uttered such dreadful im-
precations? We might as well ascribe the prescience of the
royal Psalmist to his penetrating mind, as the vengeance he de-
nounces to his roveugecful neart. ine samemspiration which,
furnished hlm with the one, caused him to utter the other. The
enly material objection to this statement is, that many of the
Psalms are composed onevents in David'sown life, and are thought
to apply direetly to his cnemies, Saul, Doeg, or Ahitophel. But
it is evident that David’s whole character and. history were typi-
cal, and adapted to convey the divine mind in various important
particulars. Thus, when he was meditating on events relative to
his own life, his spirit was transported to utter predictions of
Christ and his history. Hence, what some would suppose the
thonghts of his heart concerning his enemies, evidently are. ex-
act predictions of futurity, though it is the will of God that they
be delivered as denunciations, and not as mere predictions. If
then I heard a person utter such things as proved him elevated
above humanity, delivering the mind of the omniscient God, re-
wvealing not only my most secret thoughts and wishes, but even
ascertaining what they would be,—which only the spirit of God
could foretell,—if, in the midst of these 1 heard him say, “let
death seize upon him, and Jet him go down quick into hell,” T
should no mére attribute this to the evil disposition of his heart
towards me, than I shonld aseribe the former to his knowledge of
my heart, and of futurity ; but Ishould tremble at the denuncia-
tions of a righteous God, convinced that the speaker was the or-
gau of the Deity, to utter views and determinations not his own.
i J.B.
April 1, 1840.

—

DPUTY OF THE CHRISTIAN PREACHER.

Let our Christian orator, who would he understood and be
heard with pleasure, pray before he speak. et him lift up his
thirsty soul to God, before he pronounces any thing. For since
there are many things which may be said, and many modes of say-
ing the same thing, who knows, except He who rules the hearts
of all men, what is most expedient to be aid at the present hour?
And who can cause us to speak what we ought, and as we ought,
amless He, in whose hands we, and our words, are? And by these
meanshe may learn all that is to be taught, and may acquire a fa-

R il P ——— -

in you.! If the Holy Ghost speak in those who are delivered up
to persecutors for Christ, why not alsoin those who deliver Christ
to learners? Baut, on the other side, if any say that men need to
Kknow no rules, nor follow any studies; if the Holy Ghost make
men teachers; it might be said, also, men need not to pray: be-
cause our Lord saith, “ your Father knoweth what ye have need of
before ye ask him.”—St. Augustine.
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COBOURG, SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1840.

In the productions of the vegetable kingdom there is
much that bears an analogy to the condition of ‘man, as
well in their frailty and perishableness as in their resto-
ration to life and beauty after a temporary .death: ] The
grass and the flower,—to which man, in h‘? fragility, 1s
compared,—have their summer day of pride, and then
their scason of decay; but when the blight of autumn
and the frost of winter have withered their freshm'ess and
effaced their beauty, there is 2 renewal of their ll‘fe an’d
glory in the spring. The efxrth,' released from winter's
icy thraldom, is clothed again with all the magfuﬁcel'.lce
of flowers and fruits. Even now we are anticipating
the speedy presentation of this general resurrection of
the vegetable world. ~ The “grass,” lately sapless and
to all appearance dead, is tegaining its life and verdu.re;
the “flower of the field’”’ will soon again spread its tints
to the sun and shed its perfume on the breeze.

With the same confidence does the Christian, look-
ing to his risen Saviour and th? promises of that Sa-
viour's word, anticipate a 810"}0113 spring beyond the
grave,—a Tesurrection of the ms.mimatc‘ anfl d.ccaycd
body to an unending life,—2 clo.thmg again with immor-
tal flesh of the “dry bones' which have whitened on the
plain, or blanched in the decp, OF l.nouldered in the grave.

There is something in the alh}sxon to the “dry bones
by the prophet Ezekiel, very striking and very appropri-
ate to the reflections naturally awakened at the present
season of the religious year, when we are commemora-
ting the joyful resurrection o'f our Lord from t!xe dead.
For although this passage, in its first and more digperavs
saew cuat nopeless and barren and unpromising as their
condition was,—even as “ the dry hones in the open val-
ley,”—a merciful and complete restoration awaited
them; yet it may be considered as strictly appropriate
also to the resurrection of human nature,—to the re-
lease of the body from the bands of death and the im-
prisonment of the grave, and to its re-union with the
soul never again to be severed.

The resurrection of our blessed Lord—the great
event which it is, at this season, our privilege to com-
memorate—is the earnest of our own resurrection; but
like him we must first pass through the grave and gate
of death. Nor in the prospect of a future triumph over
the sting of death and the corruption of the grave, is the
contemplation of their terrors to be repressed. And
perhaps no warning is needed to induce a becoming re-
flection of seriousness upon the change which we must
undergo, and the fearfulness of the struggle which with
the “last enemy’ is to be endured. For that change
cannot be a happy one, and that struggle cannot cnd in
victory, unless the anticipated resurrection have a spirit-
ual commencement now,—unless it be realized, in time,
by a change of the heart and a renewal of the life.

Lven in this sense the “dry bones” can live; that
is what is spiritually withered and dead can be renewed
to the beauty of holiness and the image of God. It is
true that with men this is impossible; but the analogy
of nature, as well as his own revealed word, proves that
it is possible with God. When we look at the withered
herbage as at one season presented, and obscrve its trans-
formation to luxuriancy and fruitfulness at another, we
know the reasons for the change. We know that the
sunshine and the showers which God is pleased to send
are the instruments of that new life,—that without his
providential interposition, there could be no renovation
of that decayed verdure,—no clothing again of the fo-
rests with their leaves, or the land with its herbage and
fruits. But if God so clothe the grass of the fields,—if,
without their solicitation, he grants to them this renewal
of life,—much more, as the answer of importunate
prayer, will he send the dew of his Holy Spirit into the
corrupt or barren hearts of those beings whom Christ’s
precious blood hath been shed to redeem, and for whom
he is a continual Intercessor at his Father's right hand.

And here let us not deceive ourselves. There can

be no future resurreetion of the body to glory, unless
there be a present resurrection of the soul to the holiness
and the purity which the Author and Finisher of our faith
demands. For assuredly it is the doctrine of the Bible
that they who are in Christ Jesus should be new crea-
tures—be transformed in the renewing of their mind—
be converted, and in the temper of their souls, in the
guilelessness of their spirits, become as little children :
assuredly it is the doctrine of that Liturgy which we
daily use and which is founded upon the Bible, that “as
Christ died and rose again for us, so should we die from
sin and rise again unto righteousness.”” To hold any
other doctrine—apart from its Scriptural authority—
would, indeed, be an absurdity, something abhorrent to
plain sense and reason; to think, for example, that per-
sons may call themselves Christians—indulge the hopes
and look for the privileges of Christians—and yet live,
at the same time, in as much indifference and neglect of
Christain faith and practice as if they had no knowledge
of a crucified and risen Saviour. These are things to be
considered and corrected, if any would profit by the
death, and be made partakers of the resurrection of
Christ.
By nature we are in a state as lifeless and unpromising
as the “dry bones’ of Ezekiel's vision; and from this
barren condition nothing can deliver us—nothing can
re-animate our spiritual decay—but the breath of the
Almighty: the same power that created, can alone re-
store ; and this restoration can be accomplished only in
the way which, in his death and resurrection, Christ our
Redeemer hath manifested.  We must die unto sin, be-
Jore we can live again unto righteousness. The heavenly
life and holy spirit of the spotless Lamb of God must'be
revealed in our hearts: an intimate union and commu-
nion must be formed betwixt us and our life-giving Sa-
viour: we must dwell in Christ and Christ in us® we
must be one with Christ and Christ with us; and then,
then only, will these “dry bones” live, and rise, and
reign with their Deliverer forever.

The prevalence of scepticism and the growth of infi-
delity, with all their demoralizing consequences, so gene-
rally complained of at the presert day, is, we think, in no
slight degree, to be ascribed to the character of the pub-
lications which have of late years been propagated with
so much industry amongst all classes of society. The
writings of Voltaire and of kindred spirits prepared the
minds of the French people for that appalling overthrow
of their government and subversion of their religion
which, about half a century ago, startled and shook the
whole civilized world ; and history informs us with what
assiduity similar efforts were employed in the British
isles to bring about the same fearful revolution. The
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has proved, with God’s blessing, a check to that formida-~

ble growth of religious and political error which cO}ﬂd, at

any time, render a general _?ox.:vulsion an object of imme-

diate apprehension; but it is not to be supposed that

while the watchmen are more faithful and awake “thau

they were wont to be, the enemy has cea'sed WOy

tares,”” or that persons even now are wanting of subtle

wickedness who, by every device, are disseminating the
poison of infidelity and the temper of anarchy mf"}’s“
the British public. Where a broad and open deywaps
ment of their real principles might alarm, recourse 18 had,
in the prudent wisdom of the world, to more insinuating
methods of giving them circulation and ensuring thgm
success. Where blasphemous treatises would meet “.nth
open and instant opposition, works are put forth in which,
under the most alluring form, the principles of error are
cautiously interspersed with some ingredients of truth;
and where philosoPhical essays might not be 1_'ead or un-
derstood, the spirit of republicanism and of infidelity is
inculcated through the medium of some cleg&'lnt poem or
fascinating novel. A Byron and a Moore, ‘:‘“‘h a host of
imitators, have pretty successfully done ?helr part in un-
settling the primary tr}lth§ of Chr.istiamty and the first
principles of moral obligation; while, under the winning
guise of romance, a Bulwer and others of a kindred caste
have been quietly but surely working out the same bane:
ful result.

We know not pxecisely the character of a work of fic-
tion, some extracts from which have lately come under
our notice, entitled the “ Maiden Monarch, or the Island
Queen’’: not having seen the work itself, we cannot
pronounce upon its merits as a whole; but frorr'l th*_? spe-
cimens published, We are warranted, we CODCEIVE#D e
vising the exercise of some caution as to tl.le d.octrmes
and views which, under a captivating exterior, it seems
to promulgate. We may be mistaken in our SUSpicion ;
but we are strongly impressed with the belief that }t is
the work of an individual who, probably from some intes
rested motives; seeks to uphold that system which is
maintained by the radical innovators of the day, and th’
brings forward the venerated authority of the Queen’s
name in support of theorics which are sectarian in their
bias and republican in their tendency. We are led to
an apprehension that the author is not imbued with any
very sound_prineiples, of Churghmanship,, yhen he s
and indefensible opiaions upon National Education,
which he brings forward in his shallow but specious re-
marks upon that subject. The British nation have spo-
ken out with suficient manfulness and distinctness upon
the system of elucation which dissent and infidelity, in
a temporary covenant, are desirous, if possible, of esta-
blishing in England. They know full well that nothing
more effectual cotld be devised for undermining the in-
fluence of the Estiblished Church and sapping the foun-
dations of Christinity itself; and while one party have
mainly in view the Cestruction of the first, they readily
avail themselves of the alliance of another who, in seek-
ing the same work of demolition, cherish avowedly the
ulterior object of dipensing with Christianity altogether.
This result of the jroposed Education scheme, thought-
ful and conscientiots people in the Mother Country have
at once foreseen; and petitions, by thousands, have
therefore been poued in against it. We shall only add
that the voice of tle Church, the peers, the gentry, yes
and of the respectsble middling classes in England are
somewhat more tobe regarded than the irresponsible
dogmas of a nameless novel-writer.

But the most oynoxious sentiment upon which, in
these extracts, our ¢re has lighted, is the alleged manner
in which the regal wuthority is conferred: the doctrine
there broached is rgugnant, at least, to those principles
which we feel it a rdigious duty to cherish. We allude
to these words whicy, by the writer in question, are put
into the mouth of yur gracious Queen,—* My PEOPLE
have placed a sceptrein my hand, a crown upon my brow.”
The inference whicl a stranger would draw from this as-
sertion is that England is an elective monarchy,—for here
it is plainly implied fhat the source of regal power is in
the people! We haw scarcely patience with these re-
publican innovationsupon the scriptural view of the de-
rivation of kingly authority which is so manifestly upheld
in the whole spirit of our admirable and Christian Con-
stitution, and which s so impressively brought to the
mind both of the moaarch and her subjects at the Coro-
nation-Service : we feel that it will be enough to expose
to our readers the tendency of such modern refinements
upon old established srinciples, and that they will reject
as indignantly as we (o ourselves a theory of government
50 unconstitutional ard unscriptural. By and by, if such
principles are allowed to make their way through the
land, unnoticed and unchecked, we shall have a revival
in our own country ‘o the blasphemy so rife in France.
Under the portraits of their present King, exhibited not
long ago in every shop window in Paris, is the following
inscription,— Louis Philippe, King of the French, xor
BY THE GRACE oF Gop, but BY THE WILL® OF THE

prorLE!"”
»

We have marked, with every becoming feeling of
Christian compassion and sympathy, the desire lately
manifested by our contemporary of the Guardian for the
restoration of peace and amity amongst such of the con-
“ductors of the public press as have hitherto unhappily
differed. We believe our journal will not generally be
accused of having evinced g controversial or pugnacious
attitude ; or of having deviated from the line of defen-
sive warfare, where any warfare was rendered unfortu-
nately necessary. We have stood forth honestly, boldly
and calmly in support of those first principles by which
good subjects and sound Christians ought, in our hum-
ble judgment, to be guided: we have fearlessly met any
open attempt which has been made to subvert those
principles ; and we have éndeavored to unravel the wily
web of sophistry by which others, with less courage but
equal wickedness, have sought to loosen and destroy
them. In this course it iS our determination, without
wavering, to persevere ; and no opponent of those prin-
ciples which as supporters of the altar and the throne
we are religiously bound to maintain,—whether high or
low in station, whether in lay or clerical garb,—shall we
ever meet with compromise, or accept into a league
which truth and honesty Must condemn. And here we
must observe that the terms upon which the Guardian
so condescendingly offers peace, are such as we cannot
in conscience accept: they would involve a rejection on
our part of what we hold and peljeve to be true, and
what, with that solemn cobviction, we feel it a duty to
inculcate. That power, either civil or ecclesiastical, is
lodged in the people ; in other words, that the voice of
the multitude is to decide what form of government we
shall live under, or what system of religious polity it is
most expedient to adopt,—is a tenet which, as gross.ly
unscriptural in its theory; and most mischievous in its
practical workings, we shall firmly and perseveringly re-
sist.  On both these points—sq essential to the well-be-
ing of the body politic and the welfare of the Church of
God—the divine wisdom has furnished us with revela-
tions sufficiently explicit.:  Men, without sin, cannot as
whim or fancied interest may direct, change their form
of government ; and touching the priestly office, “no
man may take that honor to himself, except he be called
of God, as Aaron was,” —except credentials can be ex-
hibited of its having beem conferred according to the di-
vine intention and the apostolic institution.

We observe in a late number of the Guardian a very
disingenuous application of the term “Apology,” as at.iop-
tee by Mr: Perceval in his excellent and, we believe,
unanswerable work ; when every man of moderate edu-
cation knows so well the sense in which, as thus em-
ployed, it is meant to be understood.  If the eru('imon
of that editor—which is probably not very extensive—
reaches so far back, he will probably have heard of, if
he has not read, Justin Martyr's Apologies for ths-
tianity ; he is perhaps aware of the existence of B}shop
Jewell's Apology for the Anglican Church: heis no
donbt acquainted with Bishop Watson’s Apology for the
Bible, in answer to Gibbon and Tom Paine; and W.hat-
ever may be the meaning at present almost exclusively
attached to the word, it is but reasonable to believe that
the excellent prelates last mentioned had knowledg_e
enough of the English language not to make a misa}_aplf-
cation of the term in using it in the sense in whichit is
obvious that they did, viz.—An answer for, or def_ence,
as the Greek word (qro\oyta) from which it is ‘derwed,
literally signifies. We can hardly impute to ignorance
in the editor of the Guardian his late perversion of thfi.t
word, as used by Mr. Perceval ; but perhaps he will
deem this to be more charitable and complimentary than
to ascribe it to the only alternative,—a wilful and disho-
nest misapplication of it, in order to deceive his readers.

The work on Canada from the pen of Chief Justice
Robinson, to which we alluded a few weeks ago, has
justbeen republished at Toronto; and a careful perusal
of it has fully sustained our antecedent impressions of
its ability and its value. It is entitled ¢ Canada and the
Canada Bill,"—its main object being an examination
and dissection of the proposed measure of Re-union ;—
but a long and valuable introductory chapter is given,
containing a succinct account of the resources and politi-
cal condition of the North American Provinces. We
had commenced a review of this excellent work; but
our time and space compel us to defer it until next week.
In the mean time, we offer the following extracts from
the dedicatory letter to Lord John Russell :—

“ Tt has been stated in public debate in strong terms, and I
think by your Lordship, that the difficulties which have occurred
in Canada, including the late calamitous insurrections, and the
whole train of evils which led to them, have flowed from the un-

fnérens it mvatie, K ol preen ‘wa fecoimeidiba S Par-
liament by a Royal message ; and if the opinion just referred to
be correct, then that person would have rendered an inestimable
service to his country, who by a timely warning could have saved
the Government fiom falling into the supposed error. But, my
Lord, having been an inhabitant of Canada during the whole pe-
riod of the separation which has been thus lamented, I have ven-
tured to form a different opinion of the effect of that measure. I
ascribe to other causes the difficulties which have arisen in Lower
Canada; and I believe that the reaniting the provinces would
prove to be, in fact, a much more unfortunate policy than the se-
paration of them is even supposed to have been. However this
may be, infallibility in the measure of the Government is not as-
sumed to be an attribute of the present age any more than of the
last; and I am anxious that while there is yet time, those con-
siderations which her Majesty’s Government have thought it safe
to disregard should, at least, pass in review before those by whose
judgment the future destinies of the Canadas must soon be de-
cided, for good or for evil.  * " . . *

“If, upon matters connected exclusively with Upper Canada,
I have spoken with more than usual confidence, it may beaccounted
for by the facts, that for the last eighteen years I have been a
member of the legislature, having served nearly an equal period
in each house ; that Thave been, for a much longer time, in the
public service of the Province; that I have had the satisfaction
of receiving the thanks of the legislature for the part taken by
me in adjusting their financial difficulties with Lower Canada, and
have been honoured with the express approbation of my Sove-
reign, and the repeated approbation of the Secretary of State du-
ring my long career of public duty. T may ventare, I believe,
further to state to your lordship that, notwithstanding the many
changes of administration in England and in the Colonies, I have
not, that I have been aware of, been so unfortunate as to incur
the displeasure, in any instance, of those under whom I have had
the honour to serve. The three distinguished persons who have
represented the royal authority in Upper Canada for the last
twenty years are now in England ; and they will bear me witness
that their confidence and friendship, which I believe I retain, were
not purchased by the surrender of my own judgment, or by the
suppression of my opinions on any matter that could affect the
welfare of the province.

«T am well aware, my Lord, that so long and intimate a con-
nexion with the colony as I have described may very possibly, in
respect to some points, have produced a bias which persons aceus-
tomed by their position to more extended views would be in no
danger of contracting. And I dare say that the apprehension of
this has induced the British Government to resort frequently to
the expedient of sending out commissioners to report upon the in-
stitutions and condition of colonies to which, up to the period of
their employment, they had been utter strangers. But on this
side there lies another danger not altogether imaginary. It may
happen that the officers selected for this special service may, b-y
their previous course of politics in England, have been committed
to the support of theories and opinions not merely visionary, but
pernicious and unsound, to which they may bend, however insen-
sibly, not their reasonings and recommendations only, but their
statements. They may have principally in their view the ad-
vancement of some personal or party object quite apart from the
interests of the colony to which they have been sent, but to which
objects they may nevertheless be content to sacrifice the safety, the
internal peace, and the religious interests of a distant terzitory
with which their fortunes are in no measure identified, and to sa-
crifice with still less hesitation the character of local administra-
tions, of public bodies, and of public servants, whose claims to
justice may be esteemed a small matter in comparison with some
general course of policy to be advanced on this side of the At-
lantic.

“Your Lordship, I am sure, will readily admit that, in look-
ing to the persons whose testimony may most safely be relied upon
as the foundation of parliamentary proceedings, the first requisites
to be ascertained are integrity of character and homesty of pur-
pose; and where these are equal, it will hardly be believed by your
Lordship that Providence has condemned the inhabitants of Ca-
nada to such a hopeless inferiority of intellect, that they must
be supposed incapable of giving as satisfactory an account of what
they have seen and heard, and experienced in a daily intercourse
of thirty or forty years, as may be gathered by strangers in tra-
velling along its borders, and in mixing with those whom chance
and the courtesies of society may throw in their way.

““Iwill end by observing that I shall bear, as cheerfully as
others, my individual share of whatever consequences may flow
from those measures which Parliament shall ultimately adopt, af-
ter the question has been presented, in all its aspects, to their
consideration. But I could never patiently bear the reproach
which I should feel I deserved, if, at such a moment, T refrained

from communieating freely to others the apprehensions which I
now feel so strongly myself.”

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following
Sermons., and to thank their authors for the courteous
manner in which they have been transmitted to us :—
“The Mystery of Godliness, the Pillar and the
Ground of the Truth, by the Rev. Benj. Slight, Wes-
leyan Missionary,

“The Exalted Objects of the Christian Ministry, by
the Rev. Matthew Richey, A.M.”

We have also to acknowledge a sermon from the able
pen of our fellow-labourer, the Rev. E.Denroche, en-
titled, “An Apology for the Doctrine of Spiritual Tem-
perance, or, the Church of Christ the true Temperance
Society.”—Of these publications we are obliged, for
the present, to defer our further notice.

€5 The Annual Meeting of the Newcastle District
Ciommlttee of the SocteTY For PrOMOTING CHRISTIAN
K~owrepeg, will be held in the Grand Jury Room of
the Court House, at Cobourg, on Monday the 27th inst.
at half-past ten o clock precisely. Members of the Soci-
ety, and all others interested in its welfare, are earnestly
requested to attend. The Annual Report, to the close
of the year 1839, will then be presented.

; We understand that an O=piNaTioN was held in the
Cathedral Church of St. James at Toronto on Sunday
last, when four persons were admitted to the Holy Or-

{ the Toronto papers, thus far received. contain no notice

der of Priests, and four were ordained Deacons. As

of this interesting ceremonial ; and as we have not be:
furnished with an account of it from any of our prlvl;'
correspondents, particulars must be deferted to BE
week.
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ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGEN! CE.

.

THE EPISCOPAL COMMUNION IN SCOTLAND: ,

A Pastoral Letter, addressed to the Clergy and Laity of the
Episcopal Communion in Scotland, by the Bishops of that
Church, assembled in Synod, in September last was read :
Sunday in the chapels of St. Andrew and St. John, in this city
« We cannot,” say the Right Rev. Fathers, *commence 0u% i
dress without reminding our brethren, however briefly, ﬁl‘t-"o
religious community in the Christian world has had greater
culties to struggle with than our Church in every period _Of her
history from the Reformation to the present day. During
long period of neglect, reproach, and suffering, to whichy 8% 5
Christian community, we have been subjected, we have paf i
submitted without any effort, individually or .collectivelﬁ .
rouse the sympathy, and to guide the zeal, of our own
against any of those institutions which enjoy the countenancé ’
Jaw. More especially, though they may not be able conscient”
ously to approve either the form or the management of that
lishment which they are legally bound to support, they have'
formly, andinall circumstances, contributed to its mainten®”
without a murmur. 'We may confidently assert, that we cheﬂd‘
no enmity against those who differ from us, and most sincer®
we desire to live in perfect charity with Christians of all deno™
nations. This we conccive, at the same time, to be
compatible with a strict and steady adherence to all those P“hd‘ g
ples by which we are distinguished from other churches and
munities.” The Right Reverend Fathers proceed to e
late their brethren on the cordial concurrence and l'elP“"l’
which the late Code of Canons has been received by the Cle%Ey
all their six dioceses. They state the success of “The w
Episcopal Society,” so recently commenced, has been dﬁ‘
such as must gratify every genuine churchman; and they o
cate it from the suspicion of party objects and of pﬁndP“
avowed. In recommending a strict adherence to the system™ ¥
which, as a Christian community, they arc distingﬂi’hd' P
Right Reverend Fathers remark that “it appears that the
stepin the deviations of all those communities which havé

nounced the faith which was onee delivered to the ”in@_;‘,
wy renvancng e réverence due to the fellowship and the

ments, which were instituted to guard the doctrine of the C

and to guide the conduct of her members. Such men and sucb
communities affect to find fault only with human confessions wid
standards, as unjust impositions on Christian liberty, while
profess to maintain the Scriptures to be the only rule of fai
manners. This sounds well, and in a certain sense - it i8
But if we renounce the ancient land-marks preserved from »
apostolic age by the Church catholic, and if we lightly

the sacred ordinances by which the truths of Scripture &r¢ yich
tained, enforced, and applied, we in effect place the faith ¥
the Scriptures require, and the doctrine which they teachs at
merey of fallible and presumptuous men, at once deceiver®
deceived. It would, indeed, be an interesting and an im) &"'
task to trace, step by step, the various and very gﬂd“‘l
ations by which the reformed on the Continent and the W
in England and Ireland have passed from their original bi'h!‘r
trinal Calvinish to Semiarianist, to Arianism, to Socini
and, last of all, to Unitarianism, which is but a single ”
if indeed it be in any respect a remove, from absolute i

In conclusion, the Right Reverend Fathers say, “'Fiﬂl“ﬁ
brethren, let us faitbfully maintain, as by the most Wlfm:‘a
ligations we are bound, the principles and peculiarities by

we are distinguished; but let us do so, as is equally our 27
by cherishing, at the same time, the most Christian and ¢
able feelings towards all who differ from us; even towﬂd'w
who, in utter ignorance and prejudice, bring against ‘:‘l‘v
harshest accusations. We would willing remove, if Wé

But we cannot for this, nor
earthly object, consent to alter the venerable gystem W ick
experience of so many ages has so happily approved. e

not even dissemble the truths which we profess, however i

able they may be to some of those who differ from us. #

are satisfied with their own systems, which they hold %

sively as we do ours, they must in all justice yield to us &?w
ty which they claim to themselves, and which we are not ©
to dispute. Our system, and even our phraseology, alter® ",'.
as to remove certain prejudices, and so as to meet, if s
possible, the popular current of the times, might for & ".q'ﬂ'
sient period increase our reputation and our numbers »
places ; and might add to the influence and importlll“ (he”
popular individuals as might be able and disposed to avail pe
selves of the change. The increase of our Church is not 1 -
We most
tinue humbly indeed, as is our duty, but yet steadi™ ;0'.
maintain our position, as our venerable predecessors dids i i
perilous times, by maintaining all our prineciples andall o:" our
stitutions. Numerical strength acquired by a derelictio? * .
approved principles, orany of them, and by an accomO ate
of our sacred institutions, so as to suit the cravings © .
opinion, would inevitably, and very quickly, prove lbﬂo]“::c‘.‘iq
ness, by introducing among us those who would of ®

their unjust prejudices.

desired on such terms, nor for such purposes.

change the whole character and conduct of our comm¥ ‘;,
leading it to other religious views, and by conducting it . pave
but certainly, to other modes of faith and practice- jo
no reason to be ashamed of our past history, persecnt

ated, and despised as we have been by the hereditary » it
and enmity of many. Our condition, as a Christian 0“‘“’

is still as humble as our enemies even can well desire, for” p‘.‘,
days of universal toleration, they have, were they 0 o pot
neither the power to extirpate, nor even to persecuté o

we are much less careful of our external condition than 0% ol
ual character, of that especially which attaches us t0 ‘h;'di'
Catholic Church, and which brings down to us the fel "
(kotwwyia) and the economy (otkovopua) of the apostle® .:‘J
as their doctrine, which continues to us the sacrame? di
their original power and cfficacy—those instituted meab® of
vine grace by which we are matured in time for the "‘M-f
eternity.” From a statement which accompanies the aagi.
appears that, in the year 1838, the Scottish Episc"l’:lvﬂ,pf
numbered eighty-three congregations, eighty-siX "”l‘
2098 catechumens, and 8523 communicants. Th‘.j 9047
baptisms was 2113 ; of confirmations, 784 ; of

and of deaths, 404.

IR AN m'p.
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE REV: 1%
GREGG TO THE MAYOR AND CORPOF

OF DUBLIN.

stk
The advocates of the union between church and S5 ({l‘l! i
hold it proper, lawful or right, to coerce men into the e
of truth, nor to punish those who are so infatuated 88 ¥ dio“ﬂ
roneous doctrines. They only say that a Christian stat® e
aphold the doctrines of the holy Catholic Church, 499%% Cyqel
destructive errors that are at variance with general 20¢7 .5 ¢he
happiness, and on the principle of persuasion, cu-OPe““ ll‘ﬁd‘k'
church to extend the sway of truth, and diminish the B % Holy
of falsehood. Let it be understood, moreover tha te 10 do
Church has, under God, the power of compelling the st® i pﬂ‘
so much. Be it ever remembered that the power © hre¥ po-
forth and exerted by the Church of Jesus Christy overt would
pery when it was firmly established in theselandsbefor® lnin
overthrow it, or any other system of error, 8y s th
ence either, if it were adopted by the state to-morro™: the delsy
great, and will prevail. It would do so, however & artyre

of years, and the shedding of oceans of the blood Ofm‘ve o 08”
That, however, you may be brought clearly to Pemfl inst
ture of “the Voluntary System,” which is now working s

= ts
the church, allow me to give you the following extra®
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