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e:ug:;di;m breed, no rival §uperiprjty.
And this ineans is the #mprovement
of our milking breed by itself.

Moye than any other we are con-
vinced -of the advantages of this
weans of improverent. It iy suffi-
cient to seleet in the bréed 1o be im-
provedthe reproducers which present
1o the diighest degree the qualities
logked after, and to treat them with
all.the care which maintains these
qua)ities, Their voung products are
rearcd  witl® the sane care, and
those apongst them which are dis-
tifigaizhed frow others, are coupled
together or with their offsprings and
ascendant=.  We obtain thus after
some generations the developewment
and {ixation of the characters we de-
~ipe,

“This process would offer all the
<hances of success, Operating with
s breed which is the result of local
cireuyistances, it is probable that it
would experience no unfavourable
modification.  Besides in coupling
in this way animals of the sunc
breed, the characters of which have
an equal tendaney to iransiission,
we workl obtain products ws-res-

~seimbling as possible to the genera-
tors, result we cannot rely upon with
ditierent breeds,

In_continuing during some  gene-
rations the improvement in.and in,
we wonld have the incontestable ad-
vantage of fixing the characters of
the new improved hreed, of dini-
uighing the bigness of the hones and
developing precocity. It is true that,
¢arried tog far, this method would
lead into serious inconveniences,
the principal of which are : the de-
crease of the vigoriand rasticity of
the products, of the reprodnctive
power in the males and-the fecundity
in females ; but we would avoid
these evils. in selecting, out of the
improved tamily, but always in our
canadian breed 1nales, or even fe-
wales which, resseinbling them the
mnost possible by their conformation,
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would be reproducers. This new
infusion of primitive blood would be-
suflicient, withont being consider-
ably prejudigial to, the perfection ob-
tained. - '

The result would be nore certain,
if the breeder conld have subjects
from the same stock, but belonging
to another family of the canadian
breed improved in the same way,
living in rather different conditions,
and having with its own breed but
a remote consanguinity. We would
thus follow the process of improve-
inent called by the english improve-
ment in Lhe same line, process the
most followed in England.

Consanguinity and iraprovement
in the same line, separated or com-
bined, are certainly the surest means
to suceeed in the improvement of our
canadian breed, but besides they
must be given by adapted alimenta-
tion and cares.

Indeed what ix a breed 2 A breed
ix o type, moditied by the soil, ma-
nagement and eare, transmitting by
generation the characters it has ace-
quired and which are perinanent, as
long asthe circumstances which have.
produced them persist.

Then if our breed is what make it
the soil, managzement and eare, it
ix evident thatif we want to inprove
one we- will have to modify the
other. v We will have then to wait
till we have improved our system of
culture before we will understake,
the improvement of our breeds ? Ttis
not more reasonable. to avail oursel-
ves of the infusion of the Ayr blood,
in obtaining a greater prodgee in
milk with the same feeding, &e.
i But hesides the delay oceasioned
by the improvement of our canadian
Lreed by itselly there is o nuch
greater difficulty.  Are we well de-
termined on the characters. to be
looked after? Will we give a food
apt to bring these characters? Let us
bear in mind that the Ayrshire has
only been produced after 50 years of




