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not one of which I look at during my
holiday.

Often on autumnal evenings, pacing up
aud down by the moat, enjoying the social
weed, in a kind of half silence that ls plea-
sauter than talk, we drop out a-word or two
about that. unforgottei Leger.

i It was much better to win the race by
your own pluck and lndutiry than by the
swiftness of Jezebeli's els, wasnI't it, Hugh ?"
1 said.

c Well, I don't know, old fellow," lie an-
swered in his careless way. "1 lost five ycars
of paradise, and lad to work like a galley
slave among our friends in the Antipodes. But
I suppose it makes a better moral."

TuE Ep.
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I brought away the parcel as given me,
lita respected Anna's mnild charity too well to
dt-secrate lier clothes in disguising hie skele-
to, I looked at the articles a few time's, and
could have loved them, They remain in the
wrpiings she gave themn in, lying atop of the
other feminine raiment; andi that is spread
atop of the boncs."

Ail iln one packing case? Or is it a
trunk ?I

It is a large deal box; flve feet and a
half, by about twerity inche's wide and deep."

" How soon could you fetch that box?"
Inl hait an hour. with ilight spring waggon

andi good horse"
iSay? If I get a custoner, wh-iat willI you

telI for, just as the thing is now fixed ?
T Two hundred dollars."

" And bring it right away ? Ir the Irackinig
ase, or whatever you Cail it, ecured by a

lok ? Sure the-re's no snell ? What other
femnale attiril lIt ? Rags ? Hospital cloth-
ing' ',

; A lady's ball dress, and various odds of
things, opera cloak, damuaged less or more, a
crinoline xkirt, a veil, a scarf, and operia gait-
ers. One of our fellows got them froi hs
landialay, now in the Statet; They haeletn
I'ft at ber bouse. Forget lier namne. There0
a name inside the gaiters '

<4Opera gaiters did you say? What are
they? ?le

" Fancy dress boots worn by ladies ; pretty
tiirgs they have been-. Thet skeleton wore
then that time t frightened Tushà, and the
lime your nigger was at my roomsnr, Brand, or
lliillbraid, whatever you cal him He was

ecairetd, yotu et."
lIe, lie, he! that was good that was a

antion)'
IYes, t se theyoung nigger was a caution,

yotu
'lhe money, Dickey ; how much mont-y?"
As I told yon, two hundred dollars."

"uOne hindred, you mean."
" You know my position, Tom, and nay

screw nie to anything absurd and cruel. But
if I get two hundred I go right away to Sac-
ramento, 0al. Lwhere my sister is. Write a
cheque for two hundred7

" I write n cleque ln tthit matter. Cet
the waggon; bring the' packIrg case to the
private garden door, in the lane rear of the
bank, l'il give a hundred dollars on account
of tht' clutomer; and lpresent you with a
hundred from myself, besides defrayirig ex-
ienses. Take these for prest.nt use, three two's
and a four, making ten. Dou't hire a matn,
drive yourself. The key, give that, pleae ; 1
take the key in tuken o! contract lie, he, hi l1"

There it is, Tom, now im off. Will be
at your place in un hour, at most Bring my
own luggage to the 0. T. R. depot saine lime.
Don't owv anything at Lot Four, so mayt clear
at once,,"

Don't owo anything, Dicky ? Wonder te
liar that. Perhajîs they wouldn't let you?I

Right, they wouldn't lot me ; nut I didn't
thry t. linkl's bank would lie a poor concern
if somebody didn't get deeper in debt to
money-lenders than D. Rickaby."

Within the Mime promised, 1). Rickaby re.
turned with the packing case. The purchaser
handed him noney, repeating sverai times
with enphasis:

On behalf of acustomer, one hundred.''
Then:
"I Take this second lîundred as a gift fromt

myseif, deair Mr. Nickaby. Happy at having
the privilege; just borrowed that and the
custonmer'a payment frotn motbor, for lvu
nou, s to speak, of my own. May prosperity
attend you, Dicky 1l

A thought of something forgotton flasied on
the Inkle ind ; lieacontinued t

" ISay, come iside the garden ; let's try th
key beforo you go."

le tried the key, opened the box, and in
the dark groped among the contents.

The bones ar loose, lying in piecs, Rick-
aby. You said the skeleton was wired and
fixed. Help carry to my private cellara
lumber room I have underneath the bank, and
let's examine with a liglht."

Under a light the contents of the case were
looked at one by one, the student explaining
that the wiring had been ut first imperfect,
and was undone to be reconstructed.

"Give back half the money, Dicky, this
isn't fair."

" Qulte fair, Tom. You'll find a col of new
wire atd springs in the box ; the work is easily
lotie; b nice atmusement for you at niglht.
(od bye."

" Come back, Rickaby, this is a swindle.
Return me half themney."

" Not a cent, Tom. Good bye."
"'Il have you arrested."
But the other quickly disappeared tliroîugh

the garden wicket, closing it after hlim.
Left alone yotung Inkle laughed it the ustual

mainer, satisfied lhe had not the worst of the
liargain. But. the odour was unnistakeably
bad.

et If I take tbe concerni up-stair snielling
so, it may Le feit li thre bank, or by the ser-
vants doing my rooms. l'Il leaive it here for
the prescit. Quick lime and charcoal both
in store, fortunately, for garden purposes.
Scatter sorme on the floor and box lid; they'll
chemically absorb badl odours. Also leave
the Anna Liffey clothes, spread out to the de-
odorizing infliuences. Anti burn the retst in
the stove uptairs, when examiined under the
gold ore detector l-nse."

While scauning the opera cloak and other
articles, finding inside thei gaittr boots, by
aid of the powerful gold ore detector, the
narne "Agnes Schoolar," a policcnman reported
to Chief G rynd that lie liad been watching
Iukle's garden-door in the lant-.

S Hcard high words b-tween youîng Tom and
Rickaby. Gues Dick liad sold sone of this
Rama gold are wlhich town and country have
run insane our ail at once. Guess they'd fallti
ont about the price. Dick lhad a Steelvard's
Mills light waggon in the lane. They had
carried in oisomithing hcavy afore I carne up.
Must have beenI heavy or bulky, else t ht-y
ntedn't have hail a waggon."

It is well ta note e-verylody's proceedings,
Alteroo; at that ine of night especîially. But
the Inkles being dealers in ores, th' incident
suggestâs nothing. Vhat words passed?"

4 Only heard Tom cry '1Rickaby, tis is a
swindîIle; return half the monuey.' To whiclh
the other repliied, Not a cent, Tom ; good
bye.' Thien Inkle called 'l'Il have you ar-
rested.' I aked Rickaby as he came into the
lane, what was the matter ; and he said
• Only Tom Inkle as usual not content with
his side of a bargain. Brouiglit hit some bank
valuables in the waggon; we traded, and now
lie wants to be off the fair thing. Not likelv
l'm to stand that.' So lie drove awayv. I had
nothing toi detain hini oi, but thouglht iL best
ta report."

I Quite riglit. Alleroo. Keep a quiet eye on
Inkle's garden door in these times of gold
rush. If the tdiggers be getting nuggtts and
auriferous quartz at Rama;i , as reported, we'll
soon have thieves, perhaps niturterers, coming
witlh it at night to sell lu a hurry."

And, whille thte plain cloties constable and
chief held this dialogue, Tom, in his privat
clIanmbers on upper fl-r of the bank buildings.
continued his monologue :

IIf this rush to Iuna holds on, and gold hîe
found In plenty, I'mîi bound to have a large
share any war. Shall gel this skeleton rigged
in my vardrobe closet. Any one opening the
room door will also openu the closet, b' con-
necting wires and springs, and bring the
skeleton jnto view, hideolus and grinning.
And there l'mn like to keep, at east one
private hole If gold.

" Have done ilickaby nicely I WouId have
givenl two thoufsald dollars for the bontes
rather than not get theii; A keleton watch-
ing the treasure !

Guarding the gold for mue! Hlow delect-
able the sound of tait preclious word ! Met a
nan in the backwoods once with teeth of
gold, or golden links holding together his
tVethL. Ntver enviei a human being but him.

r Ilow rich, luscious, delicious in the mouth the
constant tlhrour

S I dote on, gloat on, love, adore the allir-
ing treasure. Oh, the rapture thuat ot e uinis

t youth like me, should arriv.e ut the crowiiinug
Sclinax in humnan ascendeny-post'sssion of
treasurc

'm ainiost as uhilariouts iover gold as father.
- And I've youth on imv side to enjoy the Iuxury

of possession through i long life timîte yet
t whîich le hast not.

"So young, and so rich already ; and so
vastly weaithy as I may be What hordes to
be accumulated, and vol'uptuus indulgences

I revelletd in !Not a desire, or pa-ision in nu
ture btut may bl itdulgtd luin broadest Iuixlu.
rious rapture I

e Sii ? Wiat is sin ta me? Etiinologicul
science, progress of the age will stion and for-
ever extinguisli religion.

"-1If subjugation of dull old age to opinions
of the younug be sin l eyes of the old, what o
it ? 'Th1e yoîung have got charge of the worId
nowv, and are best tittit'ed to judge.

"If the science of a monkey ancestry be-
come false by the time I'nm old, and religion I
be again deemed truc, l'Il repent, bel ie! bei
Time enough then. I'm fnot old yet.

" What superlative natural combination is b
mine i Mother's luxurious tastes, ambition, c
enjoyment of power. Fatherts cager avarice, i
energy, sagacity, eagle-eyed perception o!
methods andi means Hard to convince me ta
of descent from ring-tailed apes; but snall 
doubt I'm a relation of the Inkle who sold
Yarico to the Barbadian merchant. 'Twould t
be nice though to believe the monkey line.-
age ; and be suure acripture is fable-gives g
sucb freedom to a young fellow with gold in i
hand, and vastly more to be got nt. Got ut t
with bis mind emancipated from old super-1
stition.,

" Splendididea I If that girl, Anna Liffey,i
have the secret of knowing where to find
rocks of golden ore, and I marry her--ny
ftther having already secured the auriferous
territory as his and mine, the fortune is prince-.
ly. It must excel every family revenue lhitherto1
known.

Vil she accept une? Though a girl of
science she is said to 'bc also religious.

I Guess l've somîething in hand sufficient to
disgust Miss Liffey with medical students.
They say she and Ocean Horn arc affianced ;
the beggarly brat nedically educated onu
charity of Ramasine and bis mother. J'il tell
lier of Rickaby's deception in obtaining lier
garments to clothe a skeleton. To attire for
sport the bones of a yotung female they pos-j
sibiy maurdered. As Occan Horniayf ier. Will
I tiare s'ay this ?

Il Failing in that direction, what then ? Get
lier to the batik of Inkle by the garden gate
at a late bour on ptretence of conferring witi
tailer about sale ou nuggets. Stain lier naine.
Drive Ocean Horn mad, or get hii arresteid
or soeting. Mtust get rid of luirm, and ha-.
Anna Liffev. Ail of us desetndu-d fromu mon-
key's, cuttest male prevailing, hei! lhe! lie

During this monologue Inklejunior haniled
the female attire piece by piece several times:
the olpera gaiter boots attracting nost atten-
tion, be-cause of the nane read by aid of th-
lense.

" Agnes Schoolar," hi cogitated; " who may
sheb ave been? l'Il lav those beside the
deolorizing charcoal and'chloride of lime to
bc kept a while, and burn the rest; they simel
of death. Yet not ali, now I think of it, The
scarf and -loak and veil suieIl least; inay
want them liiherc with the clothes of Ania."

lie bunled the dress, shawl, and eritnolin-
into the stove : cruumpled old new'papers be-
side them iandi looked for a match. It had lbeen
disused since winter : the iron funnel and briek
flue lefti unswvept. A thing unuisual elsewhere
on the Inkle premuises, for bank and household
uoved ever as clockwork in order. But the
apartments of the young gentleman none in-
terfered with. He forgot the flues. and forgot
that bis gross of telegraph matches lay in the
disused stove.

So bue crusitd allin, and finding a fuisee
lighted the paper ;losed the stove door ;
i opened the valve for draught in the flue, and
the side to admit air.

It was done. The matches exploded. The
soot caught fire in the piping and brick chilm-
i-y. In consternation, lest of alarmii, Toin
closed the valve, a right tbing; but opetedi
the stove, drawing out the cringline, a wrong
thing. He trod it under foot inii the charcoal
brouglit there to deodorize.

Flatue atd ]smoke issued from door if the
sto-ve. The charcoal caught froni the snouil-
dering crinoline, and its wires remîained wit-

etsses5î to whom they might concern. The
charcoal glowing fired the floor.

Half suffocated Inkle raised a window for
air. and siv a crowd gatiheritng, the fire bri-
gaude cîoming at a gallop with the reeled-up
hose on wheels.
The policeman on thet beat when seeinig

first sparks of tire, hastened to the nearest
signal box. Forty-Thre. Opened it vith the
keyhe caried ; pulled dow n ithe hootk and
et go.

Instantlv the electricn mechanismi was in
action giving the iubinei'-r of the box, withiti

f the oilie' of the Town Hall.
Instantly the operator on duty there touch-

ed a spring sending the electric pulsations to
the different tire divisions, and to the High
Churci tower, w-here the bell sounded ;las
also in the Cui-ch tower at Stelvardi's Mills,
ttwo miles off.

Que, two, three, four ; onetiwo, three."
hie tinubers reading as forty-tiree-Iiikle's

in thirty seconds ouly frrom the policemnîs
pull and let go, the vehicles were horsed and
recis on the street coming at a gtullop. At-
tached to high pressure hydrants supplied

t froua Rama River Reservoir, the base, directed
i by men of skill, extiniguiishiel the fire in a fe-w

tuminutes. Smal Idanage done.
Firenena iid constables rushing up-statrs

carried Tou out. lie soon recovered. Con-
stable Alitroo remaî,inued in the roonm after ex-
tiuetion of the tire, anid seing iwires of crino-
line with tinder attaching, snatched up other
articlts of feminine dresyus..id took themt awa.y

I " Char-coal andchloride of lime," hie said to
f Chief Grynd tl female clothing lui a bachelor>s
I roomt criushed into a stoe to be burned, thn

withdrawn this las a mcaning."

"Hua a connection, you think, with Dicky
Rickaby's visit two hours previouslyI "

U It may turn out so, by watching.î
Two days later young Inkle sent the, fire

brigade a hundred dollars in uacknowiedgment
tf promptitude. Then by influence on his
mother, she on bis father, another hundred
were iven by Inkle's bank as an institution;
and the- two items publicly announced in
newspapers.

Tom also presented two hundred dollars to
he police on express termis that no public
report should tell of bis generosity. Which
gift may have been intended to induce the
return of small articles taken away in the
confusion If su it failed to take effect.
Policemen of the plain clothes order have a
remarkable instinct, the worid over, for hold-
ing t utrifles if associated with mystery.
Alleroo repeated bis remarks:
" A lady's veil and fancy gaiters found in a

bachelor's chambers when on firc, at top of
the banking house where no female is sup-
posed ta have ever ben, except bis mother
on rare occasions, and Betty scrubbing and
doing up, isn't all O. K., to say the least of
iLt.

Il They were none of the maid's things," ie-

plied the Chief; "I might have thought them
his sister's huad the yotung fellow not volunteer-
ed a statemeUt. I'd have liked bis statement
the better if unaccompanied with two hun-
dred dollars. That money we retain intact,
sealed up, with the veil, scarf and lady's
gaiter boots."

"Do you make out any naime, or mark ?"
"There had b-en a name, which some che-

mical agent has partly obliterated. The mi-
croscope may bring it up. Meanwhile mum's
the word. To every man in the force, it is
mum.t Understand ?

Alleroo did not reply in words, but nodded.
Mr. Grynd reading in the nods: ' Understand,'

CHAPTER XXVI.

ÂRRESTEU -OR M-tRDtR OF ANNA LIFFEY.

" If gold ore underlie the soil we cultivate-,',
said Deacon Pearly to bis wife, Iit is safer
there than above ground. Let it lie wlere
thieves cannot break through and steal."

-- Yet, Williai, it might be useful Se-
how thev as have money get their daiughters
maried-Intke, for instance-and think on
our tunmarrit-d girls. Willy."

u- Ourldst is married, Nancy; and if
wealth and position of a son-in-law be an
object, where is such another as Samson Steel-
yard? And if that other wealth be an object,
wh-re are moral character and worth excelling
bi? If, from amilst the hundreds and hun-
dreds of liand-loom weavers who came from
Lancashire and settled in Conway County, as
the Scotch in Lanark, ou Inkle has anisen
emintett for gireed of gold, and unscrupulous
as to means of gettiug it, aren't all the test,
with smuait exception, a contented1, moral,
patiently working people? Steelyard one of
theu. AIl coverintg the face of a goodly land
with milk, and butter. and cheese, and wheat.
Aiming at rearing famrilies in the ways of
honest industry, moral worth and piety-?"

"We have four unmarried daughters, Wil-
han, and two sons ; this fari cannot give all
the girls a dowry."

"Nauey, theyb ave your comeibness and
womanly ways ; tno smal dowry, as I1have
found,; and knewt should find when first I
looked on you. When, years ago, I looked

roi Uthei laooim ta be.-hold you inilking a cow,
Nancy, I was mucli surer that a treasure lay
unider the musin cap than l'i isure of gold
lyiiig under the ridges of ou- farim this day.
We' ucontinue.ta vork ona ave've heretofore
done,and let the land retat the secrets its
Maker and ours committed to it, if it have
anv.

" Anna Lifey, of the sehool over which vou
tire a trustee, Willian, as sought by youug
in-u of rich families froua fai and near, since
she found the gold on edwald bottom. And
see how Inkl, of Conway, snapt at that land
the moment he heard of nutuggets founo on it;
and nowi he's selig quarter acre claimms for
suis I dare hardly telieve.

'l Thev who buy ite lots may be decived.
As yet they-tre ouly digging pits, sluie ruis,
andt qttrryiuig stones, As for Anna Liffey,
lier lift's in danger ; all sort-s of adventurers
tdock after hier. She's resigne! the school

i Other farmiers are prospecting for gold,
Williai ; why not us as well ?

Onuiy a fev, Nancy. The greater part of
ou- worthy and sensible ieigbbours are, like
as the beauitiful crop of wheat tnow growing,
standing lipright with heads tt heaven. The
wleait is our gold. If the other gold be in
the roks tuinder the land, tinie vill tell."

i'mute will not tell if you don't look and
prospect' like otlier people, Willy."

- Who is that comigridiugso fast? Young
Torii Inkle, I do think. He is pîuttiug in his
hrse. Nancyt, give him no encouragement
with the girls tdon't like him."

- But if every one is t ube discouraged you
doi't like, Wiliam, whtiat are the girls to do?
Tomi likle s goodly in looks, son of the
richest mani n the country, and careful of

" kmdon't like hbuim, Naniey."

~


