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'l'lie habit of readiug la nuly noxinus whuîî it
bucornea, as it often dousauinong indolent people,
a diseasu. Their mental emptinesa producus a
nînrîuul hunger ; tlîey must for ever liave a tat-
tliuigppar in thuir liands. Tlîey can rcad ouly
literaturu wlîich deuls witli knowîu people simd
with Ilîersomaities " and goasip, but of that
they are insatiate. They lave grafted ou malice
anîd idlcucasthe' fnrm, but not thie essence, of
thte habit of reading. t i an habit whicl las de-
priving lucturers un tlie Univeraities of their
office, simd whicli once thrcatemcd to silence
oratora. Fnrtunately it lisa beun fouud tlîat the
speeches of orators at-e very usuful as texts
foi- the endiesa flow of printed inatter whlidh
att-cama fronithtîe literai-y metn. If Mr. (V'lad-
atone simd Lord Beacomafield lid not apeuik there
woîîid bu nothing to writu abouît, tîterefore
mothiumg to read, andt a set-lotis void lu tIc break-
fast bout- of respectable faumilies. Bookwot-ms
ouglit to bu auxinus to have thenisuives nîarkcd
off as a species distimuct fu-nnemre newspaper
w-nims. 'Ihere la something reapectable iii tIc
habit of the' bookworrn, which causes librarlus to
bu kcpt up andt knowludgc to bu stored, while
the devourer of thue fiyiug luavus of lituratute la
amother creature, a aort of buttcrfiy or locuat.
He la indolenut, ignorant, anîd retaina uothiug
but a confusud nini-oy of gnsaip, witI tIc îvrong
facta afflxud to the wrong nanues. No lioncat
bookwnrrn would williuugiy luare tîte habit of
te ncwspapur devourer ; lic would î-uthcr con-

sort witli the depraved rnuchianic who livea in a
faîutastic wnrld of ronmance. In hlm there may
bu the umîidevelnpud gui-m s of the adlilar or pot ;
but the ianguid butterfiy wlio attîca on the
leavea of thc lîglitet- pt-ussa lagcneially nnthing
but a scandaîrnongt-r ton lazy to wlk aud taik
aud put-sue his profession lu tIc nid mamîtur of
tIc backbitea anti Sneurwells. For tîte wortliier
habit of reading, Fulku (î-uvitle la the beat
apologie, witîhis confessiont of tIc advantage
of retiring from -"the heavy whuela of fortune "
to IdtIc safe sniety of booksansid of deuid men."

PRETTY MRS. OGILVIE.
Ail the wnmen are jealous of tuer ; thuru la no

doulit about that. Thc fit-at tirne lie appears
lu cîturdli with crlap mauve musuains fioatiug
ablout lier, aund a daimty mauve erection on lier
bead, wIiclt presmrably alie calha a bonnet, I
kîuow at once how t wll bu. And of coursa
the ntlier aux wili iange thernaulves oui onu aide
to a mati ; that is alan buyondudqtestint. As
sIc rises front lier knees anmd talus lier littie
lavcudur-gioved lîands frorn ler face sind looks
about Ici- for a mtomnt with a awect, aliy glancu,
alie la siîtipuy bewitchimg ; aimd 1 dtubt if amy
maie creatume lu our inuty littie chut-ch pays
propur attenttioni to the reaponus foi- ten miiutes
aftut-wartl A new face is a gi-cnt t-uitity withî us,
simd sud a iiew face one miglit mot sue mot-t
than onîce in a decadu, so lut us hope wu may bt
forgivenu

As t gaze ut tîte delicate profile belore me,
the coillaof 2oldcii lait-, tIe comîplexionu 1km
thc imsîdu of ta sua-ahlcl, the lender, milk.
white tîtroat, andtihîe lonîg, dat-k cyc-lasîes,
wbicli îroop rnodeatîy over the glot-lous gr-ay
eyea, shahl 1 own tlîat 1 teal a glamuce of dia.
approval ut Mary Anne-uuty Mary Aue-tli
purtter of my joya andl sort-ows for twunty
years, amud the mothter of nîy six clilîdren'
Mary Anne'a figure iaornewhat ovcrblon, lei
hait- is timged with gray, sud thc complexion o!
her good-mattit-d face is aightly rubicuud. Bui
sIc lias beun a gond wife to me, simd 1 fuel witl
a tinge of compunctinu, that I have n rigît t(
bu ciitical, as 1 thiiîk of a ahining spot ou h
top of uîy nwn huai, aund of a little tiox h ru
ceived [rom ithc dentiat, umly a uîontb ago
curcfully securud fi-omitohservation. But as wg
enturge froin durci I draw îuîyself up simd trj
te look my beat as we puisa tht- trailing mauvg
i-obus. Jnck, onue of our six, stunubles over tIý
train, whicli givea nue au oppioitunity of raisiu
my bat simd aiuologizing.for tIc brat's awkwardu
nes; amd I aun rewardud witli a sweet amIl
aud an upward glance ont of thc gi-cut gray cyci
wliicl isl simply iutoxicutiug.

"Wu nuat cull on Mrs. Ogilvie ut once,"
obs*erve to Mary Aune as wc proueed acroas thi
fielda ou oui- bnmeward waik. 1"1It la ny dut,
as ber landlord to fiud ont if aleie la omfoitablî
SIc la a ady-like person," I continue, diphonta
tically, foi-bcat-lug to alludu to the obvint
beauut; Im d I dare suiy, my dear, yon wil
fin id ler ait agrucable neiglibout."

i" Lady-liku !" cries mny wifc, with a ring
indignation n li her voice. "id do't cull it lad:3

feet lu lus atockiuîgs, andid l as lîaîîdsoîue as
Apollo. lndced, 1I(don't believu that, for gond
looka, you could find sudh anothur couple lu
England."

The following day Mary Aune, witlî but littit'
persuasion, agrues to accoîîîpaiiy me to the
cottage anmd cull on Mr4. Ogilvie. The door las
opeiîed by a nuat nîaid-servuint. Shi la ut
home, and we are usliured ito the drawing.
room, whicli we airnost fail to recognize, 50
chîanged it is.

Preaently Mrs. Ogilvie cotes in, iooking, if
possibîle, uven lovelier tuait slip did the day bu-
fore. Shc is in a simple white diress, îith hure
anti thuru a knot of hlue riblion about it ; anti
alie bas a bit of blue alan iii lier golden liair.
Her mauner la as clarming as lier looks, and as
.;be thanka rny wifc. witm pleasant, cordial words
for being the firat of lier neighbours to take corn-

U ssionu on ber lonehiness, 1 can sec that my
ai-y Aune, wltose luart is as large as lier figure,

basely desurta tIe fernale faction aind gous over
to tIc enemy. Mrs. Oglvie la very young, stili
quite a girl, thougli sIte lias becît married tIre e
yuara, abe tulasus.

Ilut is dreadful titat Franmk sliould have to go
uiway," aIe says, aind the tears sweil up lu lier

large, gray cyca " -thtat la the worst of thc ser-
vice. Se, liere llis is otogruipl," liftinîg a
case frorn the table an handiug it to Mary
Aune. ' la lie mot liandainie V"

He la nînat umdoubteduy an, if the likeiuess
speaka trutb, anmd we both aay an ; Mary Aune
with the pzivilege of lier aux sand age, adding
a word as to the beuiuty of the pair.

IlO, yea," replies Mrs. Ogilvie, without thu
amaileat embarrasamunt; we are ulwaya caliud
tIc 'buindsnrnu couple.'

I su ppose something of amy astonishîrnnt cx-
preased itscîf in îuy countunance, for shu arniles,
anmd suys: I 1arn afraid you think nie vury
vain; but I camnot hlcl. knowiuîg that 1 arn
good-looking, amy more than 1 can heip being
awuiru that îny cyca are graiy, flot blaick, and
thuit my liair la golden. It is a gift frorn God
like rny talent, a valuable onue, ton, I thiuk it,
aind 1 own thit 1 arn proud of it for amy duar
Frank'a suiku, who admires it an mucli."

Yea, thia la Mrs. Ogilviu's puculiarity, as we
afterward dlscover-aut intenuse and quite open
admiration of lier own beauty.

At fit-st eve-y onue la astoîiishcd ut this 1dio-
syucracy of liera, but in a littie whule aIl cornu
to laugli at it ; there le aomething original and
amusiug about it ; and ln ail other waya ahe la
80 charming.
> My wife, with whom sIc speedily becomua lu-
tirnate, tulasnme that she la sure she values lier
bcatîty nmore for lier liusbamd's suike than hier

*owî. "She evidemtty adores hlm," suiys Mary
Aine ; and bue suema to tlink an mudli of lier
swuet looka. Slie aays lie feu iu love witli lier
ut fit-st siglit, before lie ever spoku to lier."

But Mrs. Ogilvie bas inany more attractions
than are to bu found lu lier face. She lsaa
highly-uducated Ivonît a first-ruite nînsician,
and a pluasaut anud inîtelligent compatuion, anmd,
nîmore tlîauuail, site lias a swuet, loviîîg disposi-

-tion, aînd a truie huart et the core of alt lier littie
vaultica. She la very gond to the pooir lu oui-
village, amd nften wieu 1 arn on îmy rounds 1
muet lier corniîg ont of anme cottage witI an

eenipty basket in lier lianîd, wlîich was full whcîu
alie entered it.

luIns quiet little îîciglilourliood like nui sucli
ta woman cîînnot fail to bu ait acquisition, and

f cveryomu bastens to cull on lier, anmd uauy are
Lt the dinners simd croquet parties whidh are ini-
Il augurated in lier lionour. To the fornmer sIc
powilt mot go ; alie doca flot wistî to go ont in the

ie uvening during lier uîuisbaîîd'a abseicu-rnuch to
nuy wife's satisfaction, wlo appt-oves of wornen
being Il keepers t lome"-and ut la only sel-

dont that she tan lie iniduced to grace onu of the
~,croquet arties withli er prusulice.

,e But U shÇe Iedoua, alie eclipses evuryon cisc.
LeShe always dresses li the nînat exquisitc taste,
gas if anxinus tînt the sutting stiould bc worthy

of the jewui-tlie beauty wlîiclu aIie prizeas s

e hey liss buen aettled at thtu cottage ratîci
more thaît twn yeuirs, andl la beginning to couni
the weeks of lier liuaband's return. XVc do n

le number themut quite an eagcrly, for uvîtem lie
ýy cottues lue will take lier aWay from us, anmd ve
e.will misa lier sorely. It is autiirer agaitu-ti
a. ot, damp aumnuer;-,-nd ut has beun a vety

LI sickly auitîtiier, and my lianda are full.
M I salal have te get a paîtmcr, iy du-i," 1
suiy to my wift' as 1 prehuare to go ont. "'If this

of gnon O1 Ishaît have nmore to do than 1 car

IlYou have no business out in tDia heat of in
the day, " I tell lier. IlWliat will your hus- al
band say if lie doca uîot sec you looking your th
bust wlien lie conies back?" s.

A aluade passes nver lier face. "lAh ! lie would si
not be rDeased," she "sys, ratiier graveiy; Il lie hi
always likes to sec me look ny very lest and sh
îretticst." 's

IlWell, then, as your doctor, 1 must forbid oi
you doing any more cottage visiting juat at pre- il]
sent. You are not iooking strouîg, and going sI
into tliose close bouses is not good for you. 1 e-
will corne and see you on rny way back." SI

Wluidl I do . I ind tîjere is nothing tlie fat- di
ter witli lier ; slie is' only a littia languid. re

"' ou liad butter send the. dhiîdren away to- p(
morrow iiiorniung, «,Nary Aunie," 1 say as 1 get gE
ln. IlMrs. Black la very i11, and 1 arn afrald of
-1 cannot quite tell yet, but 1 arn afraid-slie hi
is going to have ernail-pox. 0f course, 1 will Io
have lier removed at once, if 1 arn riglit ; but it w
înay prove not to lie an isolated case, and it will Sa
lie as well to get tlie chidren out of thc way. li
1 shahl try and persuade every one in the village Ci
to be vaccinated to-morrow."

"Xou will lie clever if you manage that," af
says rny wife. "I 1arn afraid somne of te people ai
are very prejudiced against it. You know wheîî I
the chidren and 1 were revaccinated tîrce years
ago, you couid not pErsuade amy of thu viliagers ce
to be donc uit the saine tirne." L

On the foiiowing day we dlis patdh thc chlldren w
eurly to their aunt's under lue cuire of ait oid i
servant, and as soon as 1 have accu tliem off 1 w
go down to Mrs. Black'a. To rny consternation, A
1 fiud Mrs. Ogilvie just leaving the bouse. a

IlI have hean etîsobedient, you se," alie says
gayly; but I promised to bring Mrs. Black n
sonîething uurly this morniiig, and site seeîned W
50 iii ycstcrday that t did flot like to disappoint b
lier. But 1 atm fot going to tranagreas orders
again-for Frank's sake," sIc addud, softly. SI

1 gave an internai gu-nan. Heaven grant she 9
niay not have transgresaud tlicm once too often!v
And I luisten into the cottage, to find my wnrst i
frars confirmud. Mrs. Black liasamall-pox quite
unînistakably.W

ForSorne lotirsam rnoccupied in rnaking l
arrangements for lier removal to thc infirtnary, a
and in vaccinating sudh of xny poorer patienta i
as 1 can frigliten or cource into allowing me to do
an;-,sand it ia afternoon before 1 arn able to go n
aind look after Mrs. Ogilvie.e

Shu seema rather astonislied when I inform h
lier wliat my errand is-that I wuiut to vaccinate d
lier (for 1 do not wisli to frigliten lier by teiling
lier about Mrs. Black); but alie submits readlily
enougli whcm I say that 1 have huard of a case ofr
amali-pox ini a neigliboring village ( wticlîI,1,
have), and thîiuk it would bu a wise precautioniary0
.neasure. I

IIt is very good of you," she says, iin lierf
pretty, graclous way, as she bares lier white arm.*

I 1tave neyer beeîî vaccinated since 1 was a 1
baby, an I suppose it will be desirable." c

" Desirable ? I siîould think so, iîîdeed !" And 1i
send up a prayer, as 1 perforrn the operation,
that 1I nîay îot bu ton late. 1 arn an busy for
tIe next few days tlîat 1 arn unable to go down
to the cottage. One or two more cases ofaîinail-8
pox in tlie village, anîd I arn axious and bard-1
worked; but Mary Anne talla me that Mrs.i
Ogilvie lias huard of Mrs. Biack's rentovai, anud
la dreadfuily nervous about lierself. IlI hope0
she will itot frigliten bersuif into it," add8
rny wife.1

"dif she hadn't contracted it before 1 vaccina-
ted lier, 1 think she is pretty sufe," 1 repty
Il tut there la juat the chance that alie muiy have1
lîad the poison ini lier previnusly."

Almiost as 1 speak a message cornes from Mrs.1
Ogilvie, wlioIl"wishea to sue me prnfessionally."i
My huart sitîks as I seize my bat and follow the1
messunger ; and with too gond reasouis. 1 flnd1
bier sufferlîîg frnm the first symptoma of amaîl-i
pox ; andl in twenty-foîir loura it lias declarud1
itacîf unnquivocally, aînd tîreatens to be a bad1

rcase. I try to keup thte nature of lier ilîness
) frorn lier, but in vain. She questions me closely,

anmd whuuî shu discovers the trath gives way to a
r bimrt of despair whicli la painful to witîîeas. 11I
taliaul bu mnarkcd : 1 shahlit' liduns !" she ex-

dcaiai, anbbing bitterly. "'Poor.i'rauk, hnw lie
will bte me

In vain I try to cnmfort lier, to couvincu ber
jthat in 'lot onueout of a liuudred cases doua the

tîlsease leave dreadful traces buhind it ; shc re-
fuses to le coîîsoied. And soon shu la ton utl to
bu reasoned witli, or indeud to know inucli of

silier own statu. Shc ta an orplian and lias n
1near relatives for wloiouî e calia end, an Mary

Anne installa burseif iti the sick room as head

ment she caui thiîîk of to console lier-, andi above
ifl counselling wvith gentie vords suibnissioni to
the will of "oI. But hier rnisery, alter the first
ghock, is xîot so nueli for lierself as for the pos-
3ible effect the bas of lier heauty niay have on
er husband, wlio is now daily expected. His
3hip lias been at sea, so we bave been unalile to
write hirn and only ont lis arrivai at i>lymn-
uth Sound will he hear of lus poor,young wife's
ilîness and disfigurement. Before hier sickness
she had been couniting the- ]tours, now she Raw
Bvery day go past with a sliudder, feeling that
lie is bronglit twenty-four bonis nearer to the
read trial. At length his vessel arrives and 1
receive a telegrami telling me wlien we rniiy ex-
pect hlm, and begging mie to break the news
:entiy to lis wife. Slie receives it with a flond
of bitter tears and sobs, crying out titat lie wiIi
hate and loathe hier, and that slie is about to
loge ail] the happiness of lier life. My wife weeps
witli lier, and 1 amn consciotis of a choking sent-
sation ini rny tliroat as we take leave of bier ait
hour before Mr. Ogilvie is expccted, and pray
God to bless and sustain lier.

We are sitting in rather rneianclioiy înood
.fter dinîter, talking of the poor young busband
and wife, wheu Mr. Ogilvie is annotinced, and
Ihasten to the door to meet hlm.

'6SIte will flot see mie " lie says, impetuousiy,
onhing in mithout any formai greeting. " She
tas shut lierseif into lier ronîn, and catis to me
witli hysterical tears that she is too dreadful to
ook upon, that 1 shall cease to love lier as soon
as 1 behol lier, and that she cannet face it."
And tlieîîtlie strong man falis into a chair witli
a sob.

"I doîî't carehlow bad it is,"hle cries ; "she
need not doubt îny love. My poor dariing wili
dlwayy be tlie same to me, wlietlier sIte iost lier
beauty or iiot."

Wliereupon 1 exteîîdiy land to lîim and
liake bis lietrtily; and 1 know niy wife has
great dîfficulty in restraining lierseif fromn en-
v 1o ing hlm ini lier motlieriy arms and ernbrac-

."'We must resort to stratagem, " I say. " 1
viii go down to the cottage at once, anîd you fol-
[ow me iii ten milnutes mt itli my wife ; 1 wiil try
aud coax Mrs. Ogilvie to corne out and speak to
nie, and you noàst steai upon hler unawares."

Mrs. Ogilvie at firât refused to see or speak to
ne; but 1 go up to lier door, and arn nicean
enougli to remtind lier (f my wite's devotion to,
Lier, and entreated lier, for lier sake, to corne
Etowin to me.

" Where is Frank ?" alie asks.
"I 1ieft hlmn at home witli Mary Anne," 1

reply, feeling that I ain wortliy of ls-ing a dip-
lomtatist at the court of St. Petersburg, as she
opens tlie door and descends the stairs. 1 take
lier out into the garder) and begin to reprove lier
for lier conduct, wvith assumed anger. Site lis-
tens witli cyes btinded by tears. 1 arn on the
lookout for it, hear the latdli of the gardeni gate
click ; but site, absorbed in lier sorrow, doesnfot
nuotice it. 1 Iook up and see Frank Ogilvie's
eyea fixed liungrily on has wife. Her changed
ajîpearanre must le ant awful sliock to hlim ; but
lia bears it brav-tv ; and in a montent lielias
sprung foîward, claEped lier in has arma, an.d the
poor scarred fhue la -hi.lteit on has true and loy-
ing lieart.

Vien Mary Anne and I turned silently away,
and leave hlmn to teadli lier that there are thinga
more valualile, of faruirlier worth than any
niiere beauty orf îce or formn.

Aftur ail, we do flot lose lier, for Mr. Ogilvie,
coîning ijîto some înoney, luaves tlie navy and
purcliases a small estate in the nuiglilourlood,
on wlîicli they stili reside. Mrs. Ogilvie la flo
longer yonng, anti las a tftmily of lads and las-
ses arounti lier wlio inherit mucli of their
nuother's loveliniess. But mie of the first thuîîgs
slie teaclies them is flot to set a fictitious value
on it; " for," .-he says, "I1 thouglit too miudl of
mine, anîd God took it frorntme." No one ever
hears lier regret tIc losa of lier bcauty ; " for,
tlirough that trial," she tells rny wifé, "I1
learned to know thie truc value of îny Frank's
heutrt."

She simply worships lier liuaband, and is in
ail respects a hiappy woînan. Indeed, sceiîîg the
sweet smilus whicli adorn lier face, anîd tlie loy-
ing liglît which dwells lunlier. eyes, 1 arn soute-
times teînpted to cuill lier, a.9 of yore-Pretty
Mrs. Ogilvie.
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