
THE LITERARY GARLAND. S33
a0rs the foot-fall of the animal, while it is as yet far ing to the floor. This being drawn aside, sh

Ckond the ken of ordinary ears : if he be walking, disclosed, to the horror of her visitor, a

thouho the sound of his foot upon the threshold, hanging from a beam ! "Oh, dreadful !" exchiîned

the t confounded, to ail other listeners, amidst the Countess ; " what means this " The lady look-

er rong of his companions. Let him corne into ed mournfully at lier, and, after a minue's siletce,
On ordinary occasions never so softly, she gave the following explanation. "This," she said.

re .ishes him by his very breathing-his lightest "%vas a youth who loved me before my marriage,riratio
b ion-and knows it is her son. Her entire and whom I was obliged to part with, wvhen rny re-

t bound up in his, and the sole gorgon lation obliged me to marry my present husband.

uhi at Which she dare not look, is the idea of We afterwards rencved our acquaintance, though

who~ oing the goodly and pleasant company with with no evil intent, and my hasband was so much

actshe as already parted for the grave. Such infuriated at finding him one day in my presence, as
rey 

1
ere the feelings of the Neapolitan mother to draw his sword and run him through the heart.--

ng her noble and beloved-her only son. Not satisfied vith this, he caused him to be hung up

ret however, thatjust when he was about here, and every night and morning since then, has

whiehurn to Naples, perfcted in ail the instruction compelled me to corne and survey his remains.-
d ould b bestowed upon hin, he was seized To the world I may bear a cheerful aspec., and SOeemîtiddeniyb
Y by a dangerous sickness, which, notwith- to be possessed of ail the comforts of life; but vou

roung the efforts of the best physicans in Bologna, may judge if I can be reaily entitled to the rcputa-

'eing1t him in three days to the brink of the grave. Lion which you have attributed to me, or be qualified

care 
0 assured that he could not survive, his only to execute your son's commission."

hi $ far as concerned the living world, was for The Countess Corsini readily acknowledgcd that

ly r'other, who, he fcared, would suffer very severe- ber situation was most miserable, and retired to lier
rui lier loss, if not altogether sink under it. It own house, in despair of obtaining what she was in

be is rost anxions wislh that some means should quest of, seing that, if an apparently happy woman
e to Prevent ber being overpowered by grief; had such a secret sorrow as this, ihat were those

ed an eXPedient for that purpose at length sugges- likely to have, who bore no such appearance. "Alas,"

in stlf to him. lie wrote a letter to his mother, she said to herself, " no one is exempt fron the disas-

in. bI her of his illness, but not of its threaten- ters and sorrows of life-there is a skeleton in every
iC charac ter, and requesting that she would send house !"

or a Shirt made by the happiest lady in ail Naples, When she reached home, she found a letter con-

row e h apeared most frec of the cares and sor- veying intelligence of her son's death, which in otier

;ar t 1this vorld, for he had taken a fancy for such circumstances would have overturned her reason, or
arle, and had a notion that by wearing it he broken ber hcart, but, prepared as she was by the

1
ier be speedily cured. The Countess thought foresight of ber son, produced only a rational degree

ns request rather odd ; but being loath to re- of grief. When the first acute sensations were past,
a ny thing that would give him even a visionary she said resignedly to herself, that, great as thecala-

th )actio she instantly set about ber inquiry after mity was, it was probably no greater than what lier
be happiest lady in Naples, vith the view ofrequest. fellow-creatures ivere cnduring every day, and she

ing ber kind Offices after the mainer described. Her ivould therefore submit ivith tranquillity.1quryad ; bd
leoit I as tedious and difficult ; every body she The application of this tale, tingcd as it is with

roun onk of, or who was pointed out to her was the peculiar hue of continental manners and ideas,
On iearching ncarer, to have her own share must be easy to evcry one of our rcaders. They

but ubl0 . For some time, she almost despaired ; must see how great a fail!acy it is Io suppose that.having nevertheless persevered, she at length others are more gencrally than ourselves, spared any

ifltroduced to one-a middle-aged married lady of the common mishaps of life, or that we, in par-
rnater Onoly appeared to have ail the imaginable ticular. are under the doom of a severe fate. They

a brk Of Worldly bliss, but bore every external may bo assured, that, bcneaýa many of the mest gor-
u'' thi ei1< cheerful and contented in lier situation. geous shows of thi3 world, there lurk terrible sores,

req fortunate dane, the Countess preferred ber which are not the less painful that they are unseen.

ex mfaking the circumtances of tie case her only The very happiest-looking men and women, the most

Counter 0 strange an application. " My dear prosperous mercantile concerris have ail their secret
I ha S said lie lady, "spare ail apology, for, if cankers and drawbacks. The pride of the noble -Ite

. clly been qualified for the task, I would imost luxury of the opulent-even the dignity and worship
e oaeundertakenit. Butifyouwilljustfolow of the crown-all have a sonething to render thei,
another room, I will prove to you that I am if it ivere known, less enviable than they appear.

a hiserable woman in Naples." So saying, We never, for our part, enter upon any glittcring

avhe mother to a remote chamber, where there and magnificent scene, or lcar of any person who is
nothing but a curtain which hung from the ceil- reputed to be singularly prosperous or happy, but we


