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PEATH WARRANT OF DR. WEBSTER.
From the New York Eegngehst
Continucd from page 259,

An esammnadion of these varnons laws shows
not valy the Divine judiptnent w regard (o the
enume of murder, but also how the Jews thein-
sejves interpeeted tho grand fundamental stat
ute given o maskind fum Gad, the statute
conmunicated 10 Nuab, “Whosvever sheddeth
man's blood, by man shall his bluod be shed ”
The most express laws were framed to carry
the purposes ot the statute by the seleramty ol
4 hunau tribunal, and the hand of an appornt-
ed human agency.  That ageacy was solemnly
styled the Avenger of Biood ; and wm the New
Jestament, that executive power, as bearing
pot the swword m vamn, is styled the minister of
tiod, & Revenger to execute wrath upon him
that doeth ewvsl.  Ii there 15 one thing clear
ial'a Statute Book, it is that the murderer
shall be punished by death

For the highest erine against human society,
the highest and most terrible penalty-is allotted
And in order thay that -etficacy imght not be
Junmished, and so the purpose of the law itself
deteated, all commutatior of the pumishinent
was forbidden. T'he hughest penalty of the law
was one from which there conlil, for the guilty,
be no redemption. It tmust, at all hazards, un.
der all citcumstances, be executed. "i'hus
wonld* ite deterrtng power remain, and every
axecution be a blessing to society.

And thus firmly and undeviatingly, we are
eonvineed, the detarls of wisdow and inerey re-
quive every human government-to ecarry out the
will of God in the execution of this penalty —
The wisdom. and firtnness of the Governor ani
Couneil of the state of Massachusetts, in the
case of Dr Webster, are praiseworthy.  What
murderer might nat hope to escape, if the mis-
taken lenity demanded by so many petitions in
this instance aad been shown 7 1t strikes us
that those very petitions, and the strennous ef
forts made for the commutation of the puanish-
ment of the eriminal, demongtrate the tremen
dous efficacy -of that pumshment o the commu.
wty, and.its norerful tendency to prevent the
cominission of this most drendful erime in.any
community where itis well known that the
murderer. cannot escape  Let that be the uni-
versal convietion, throngh the known firnness
ot the government, and a man wonld almost as
soon take his own life, as attempt the hife of
another, being sure that the taking of the lile of
another would be inevitably the taking' of ‘his
own,

As to the pablicity of the .execution, we ate
sure that it never cught. to be permitted. It

should take place with,a fow witnesses, as pric
vately and. solemnly as the case will admit —
‘I'o inaking the hanging of a mnrderer an ocea-
son for the assembling of a.promiscudus, indis-
ecimninate crowd, drawn tazethet by a morbid,
orshocked, or sivage sensibility and curinsity,
as in-somé monstrous cases in ~England, is for
the: governtent:to &id- -in defeating its own in-
tentions, and-preventing the very. object of the
penalty, and the law
processes of the trial, and the seatence, and all
proceedings up almost to the last, are puble
dnd known ; but a veil should be drawn over
the lust scene, and- the death-of the criminal
ought to be alinost ns private and vnseen by
the muliitude, as the loneliness of his-prison,
and the.comnmission of his crime.

tion, as is. consistent with the assurance against
all-treachery ard deception, all possibility of a
counterfeit penalty, or evasion of the l:}\v. Ttis
cnough that the hour of the execntion is known,
and its {ulfilinent certuin

WESLEYAN METHODIST AFFAIRS IN
ENGLAND.

During twelve months prst, the Wesleyan
Body i, England has been in a state agitation,
such as never exisied i that comnunity before,
The expulsion ot the Revs. Everett, Dunn, and
Giriffith, was the dawn of a new era, in that
community  Around these expelled ministers
a formidable ariay of staunch old Methedists.
have raltted ; men, who, wise “with all her
faults, loving Methodism sull,”” are unwilling to
ilolize those fuults, or to perpetnate theirexis-
teuce. On the other hand a large mojority of
the community, have cither. tacily or-avowedly
sustained the proceedings of the cenference:in
condemning three of 1ts members, though of
long standing in the connexion, unheurd and
without evidence. Satisfied of the strength of
therr cause, the expelied ministers have gone
through the length and breadth of the land, ex-
posing what they decm the tyranny of the Con-
ference, and urging the laity to seek the refort
of “Methodism asitis”  Tlus, as mght be ex
pected, has called torth resistance from the
dornmant party, msomuch. that m addiuon to
public:debate,-and an inveterate paper war, the
work ofexpelling members of society, who have
evinced sympatby with the cxpelled ministers
has been performned. extensively and  with an
high hand.

It 15 enough that the .thercfore, for having studiously relrained trotn.a

J{Connexion, 4 .
thai case, 1 1s- high tne the discipline uof our,
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+ The House thus divided against itself, con-
flicting hopes and fears were excited throughont
the cunnexion.  Charges, grave, numerous, and
in many 1nstances well sustained, were alleged
against many of the leading preachers in the
Conference ; and fucts and figures were brought
'n furmiduble array agaist the proceedings of
the dominant party.  Bat awmd this turmenl
and agitation every eyo seemed directed to o
coming crisis—a point where matters must
assume a decided character, favorable or unfa
vorable to the cavse of hberty, the rights ot the
people.  That point—the annual Conterence
hus arrived, and we have before us a porticn of
uts proceedings, as reported in the :British Ban-
ner and the Wesleyan Times  Of the tendency
of its ovements, we wish our readers to have a
fuir opportunity of judging, and therefore, ta the
exclusion of othier matter, our columas contain
several articles respecting the present c¢nsis n
Wesleyan affurs, and for several weeks to
come, wo shall, as far as the rase may. demand,
adopt & simuar course. IPinding our space too
fimited to furmish a report of the proceedings of

Conference, we shall review the whole briefly
and imnpartially.—Id. Watchman.

NO SECESSION.

The preachers-assembled 1 Conference ap-
pearto be under a delusion.  ‘The fuult shali
uot be ours it it retnaw upon them.  We will,
at leasty give them the buuctit of what we sin-
cerely believe to.ve the real trath,  They have
been misled . whether by ihewr own fancies.or
by artful represcotations, matters hule. It
their firm  persuasion, that, after  Conference,
there wall be a secession , and that, then, peace
and tranquilny, will’be rtestored to our distract-
ed and couvulsed Connexion. They have been
taught to believo, that -they have only to be
firin-—to tutn g, deal ear and a bhind eye to-
wards all remonstrances trom without ; aod
that, disheariened by thur dedded awnde, the
“drsaticcred”! will abandon the cause of Reforin,
and euhier unite with some other section of
Methodists, or set up a fival denomination of
their own.

(Gentlemen, it is all a drenm. T'here will be
nothing of the kind,  You are pursuing the ve-
ty course which:the best fnends to Retorm have
most reasvn to desire.  Your “firmnoss,” asan
sell-flattery you. eall it, 1s most aygpicious.—
Persevere ; by all.means. petsevere.  EHud you
thought of muking tho least concession, the
probubility is that the Reforin party would haye
been digsulved and mclted away, Wesleyan
Methodists.are so exceedingly g od natured, so
prone Lo exaggerate the merits aad to extenuate
the fatlings of their tunisiers, that even a smile,
10 sny nothing of & prowmise, would have com-
pletely unmauned them, and they would not

have.been fit to. do.duty agaun under the ban-
ner of Refortn untl the-nigours of some:new.

swinter. of discontent” had biaced their energies
aftesh for the encounter.  Many thanks 1o you,

piece of policy which might have proved fatal
o out cause.  To you we owe it that the spitit

‘of our patriot army 1s unbroken, that its morale
is preserved.

You have made an cxcellent
commeneement . prosecute the course you have

_beour, and our obhigations to you will be coin-
As few per-| 2 g y

sons should: be .admitted to witness an execu-):

plete. o
Suck to your text. ignore the existence of
dissausiacuon,  Pesist i it that the Refor-

wers compnse the acun and offscouning of the,

Never-mimd the corvllary, that, in

body were better adinisicied.  Pay aod stay,
omit and-quit, is the tule, you know, on which

~Methodist as 1t 13" proceeds, and, il bad peo-
ple do occaswnally intrude themselves into our
socteties. why, let them remain, so long as they

quictly pay-the price for betng  made beuer.—
"To select a.stniking example, so long as Mr.

Harnson, of Wabdficld, pad 6ty guincas ot
year to the Missivnary Society,.of course he

was.frec-of the annual Cominittee of Review
but-whcn, in the exercise of a discretion which
did not belung 10 hun, o, if you like, of an in-
diseretion whuch did, bie sadidenly reduced his
subscription fron filty to one, why, of course, it

was fifty to one whether ‘there would be roomy’

for him in the Committee of Review. .4 forlio
ri,if 2 man considerably attenuate or whoily
withdraw:his class and ticket muney, fet
bu-treated: as'a heathen-man and 3 publican ,

Lut, su loug:as he'pays, though u heathen man
aed.a publicanan. facy, let hugn-have imputed to.
bimnall the praises, privilages, and. immunities

of-a teltow-citizen wah the suints|

And, by the way, there js no actin particular

for which we feel more deeply indebid to the

dominant party, than for sending the imperti-

ent ex Mavor ¢f Wakefield to the righi-about.
To be sure he 1s reputed to be wealthy and in-

fluential; but what do the Spartan  heads.of
aur Coanexon care for gold and luxury? Do
wenpt all very well.kaow, that, wiih primitive
i | the preiereace
to the pour over the nich? Ok ! it is truly edi-
fying to winess Lhe friendly meekness with

simpucity, they wvariably give

which they will sit down with the poor.men

bers of the flock ai theww humble boards, while
the more affluent aie soiciting them 1n vain
with the provoking odours of thexe delicious vi-

1 glad tc find that other churches are leaving their.

ands, Wky, ono has only to look down the
Watchman's list of whe preachers and their hosts,
1o perceive at o glance, that, with a beautiful
confuston of classes, the most popular munsters
are housed with the poorest people, while the
legs of the less pretonuing expatiate at ease be.
nuath the mahogany of the rich.

Go on, then, gentlemen.  Pay no altention,
il yon please, to the memorials of Sperial Car
eurt Meetings ; sull less, wera it possible, o the
wregular remonstrances of “unconstitutionaf?’
gatherings. Lt nune of these things mave
vou  Eat, drnli, aed be merry , snd et your
sonls dehight themselves in fatoess. But re
metnber one thing  Let not your memories be-
come so utterly oblivions us to forget, that, at
iha very commenceinent of your sittings, we
warned you that there t0ull be no secossion. We
will not undertake, ind ed, that every wdividu-
al Reformer among tens of thonsands shall be
able so completely to control his disgust, as un-
der no conceiva lo eircumstances (o throw up
tus society ticket, and with it his seat at-chapel.
But we have the calinest confidence 1n assunng
you, that, among the bulk of Reformers, there
15 but one detertination ; and that is, come
what co.ne may, to suiek to the ship.  The ves-
sel 1s thewrs, you are but passengers. In any
storm, you want to save yourselves,; but their
anxiety is to save the ship. While, therefore,
a plavk is left, they wall stick to the ship.—
Blow high, blaw low, that is their resolve.

Wesleyan Reformers!'wa tarn toyon  Have
we imsrepresented you?  Is it not your settled
determination to keep your places tu the body ?
Has not past experience convinced you that the
toundering vessel of the Counexion can be saved
oniy by every man sticking to the ship? Re.
spond, then, to the appeal. Nail your colours
1o the-mast, and lash yourselves to the rigging,
Refuse either to go or to be thrown overboard.
Show the preachers that they shall not—cannot
—get rid of you, Nay, take your own bark 1n
your own charge. Up helm, 'bout ship; so
shall you steer the' noble vessel.clear of these
rocks upon which an infatnated pilotage seems
bent on running her; so shall you save both
voursplves and' them that  will not heur you l—
TWesleyan Limes.

WIIAT Ol‘IIER CHURCHES SaY.

No' men have been moré anxious (o stand
well, in appearance, in the estimation of the
British Churches, than the domizant party in
the Conference .'They-have often sacrificed the
dignity of the Connexion to that morbid aflec-
tion ; and when a moro than usually adulatory.
compliment has been uttered by Au nfluentiul
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, or Dissenter,.ithas
been ‘heralded-all over the country. We do
not wonder at the anxiety, as.the pohey of the
party, being opposed to the principles of the
New Testament, and-inimical to the rights of
tnan, necds somce shado:to hide 1t from public
gaze. 1fthe judgment of other churches, when
approbative, was unexceptionablo and not'tohe
disregarded, surely that'same judgment, when
condemnatory, 1s of equal weight and authority.
1t ong was eagerly courted; the other-cannot ho
‘reprobated. 1f, in thc one case, the opinions
were entitled to regard, we cannot sce how, n
the other, with any show of consistency, they
ean bo-disregarded. What was legitimate in
the first instance, must be legiumate in the
second.

Since tho last Conference, both Episcopalians
and Dissenters hiive, in genetal, stood aloof from
the body ; apparently"loo?:ing on with wondering
amazement, not knowing precisely what to
malke of the ministerial and lay excommunica-
tions which have from time to time taken place;
and, fecling unable to approve, as formerly,
‘they have been unwilling to condemn therr old
friends. That state of:mind is passing nway,
and, by-and-by, il the:Conference, repents not,
and refuses.to turn froin-the error ol its way, it
must be content to hear its condemnation pro-
nouaced by every church in the land, and by
‘those, too, who have hitherto regarded Metho-
dista with peculiar affection.

T'he question is assuming more than Con-
‘nexional importance. [t 13 one in which the
honor of Christinns and the -success of Chris
iianity is involved, and the true Church of the

‘Redeemer, as well as every individual-Chrisuan,
is bound to lovk at it as such. Men and. minis-
‘ters cannot be indifferent, 1f they would  They
‘might as well be indsfferent to” the diffusion of
the principles of the Roman Propagandists, as
‘to the Popish pretension. to absolute prerogative
set up by the Wesleyan Conference. We are

points of observation, and lending « helping
hand to the movement.for Scriptural Reform.—
Dr. Wardlaw has done himself-credit by open-
g s pulpitto-Mr. Gnffith ; and. so-have the
gentlemen who at Aberdeen and IFrome came
forward to take part in the public meetings at
those places,

Dr. Mackintosh, of Aberdéen, a minister of
the Establishe? Church, said, at the meeting
there, he did not-tise to move a- vote of sympathy.
with the Expelled Ministers “in thie ordinary
sense of that term, but rather . move, that-the
mecting express its respect for those gentiemen,
and adimration of their conduet (applause ) Ile

present on'the occasion. Sceing that.the reverend
gentlemen who had addressed them were labor-
ing to uphold-principles in svhich every Church

was gratified at having an opportunity of being |.

it his duty and privilege to doall in his power
to strengthen their hands (applnuse). Every
Christian community was no'doubt entitled and
bound to exercise its own discipline in its.own
way; but, when they found principles unblugh.
ingly avowed, ond actions fearlessly perpetvated
which, if tolerated, would accomplish the uttor
destruction of all'that was valuable in liberty,
it was high time for every man to spenk his
mind (applause) ; and it was just beenuss these
principles bad been brought out so glaringly,
and because it was lelt absolutely necessary” to
resist them, that the sympathy of Britons every-
where had been so largely expiessed with these
gentlemen (applause). He was certain that,
il ths agitation only continued a little longer,
Conference would have but little to lose.,”

Then, at the Frome meeting, the several gen-
tlemen present spoke in decided terms. They
evidently look at the-subject asievolving groat
and vital principles.  lear the Rev. W, Ferrie
(Lndependent) .—» The interest I feel in - the
matter ts not lessened by the fact of your be-
longing to another denommation of Christians;
You are sheep of the saime great fold—a corps
of the same army—a part of the sawe family
with ourselves, and of ‘the household of faith.!—
As such, [ welcome you here, and shall be glad
to hear of the progress this important move-
ment is making {cheers),” Ta combatting the
objection that other mimsters should not inter-
fere, he argued : “Suppuse that all- the dignita.
rivs of the church coincided with the Bishop' of
Exeter, and not . only prohibited. Mr, Gorham
from hulding a living .and proclaiming the:gos-
pel of Christ in- that particular diocese, but pro-
ceeded to silence him altogether, and, in fact, to
excommunicate him from all fellowship from
the Established Church. Noiv, supposing that
there is no moral delinquency dlleged, that the
Christian character of Mr. Gorham is-unim.
peached and unimpeachable, and that, fof avos-
ing his disbelicf of baptismal regenaration nloue,
he is-cut-off’ from-the Chuich of England:and
lorludden-to minister at its altars; in-fact; for
this. offence, condeinned to lifedong sijence.—
Under theso circumstances he visits this town
and says, ‘I should be gind of a pulpit elsewhere
stnce Fmay vot preach in any of (he conseerited
buildings uf this-realm. I’still'éon;: to. proclaim
the glorious gospel of the blessed- Gow, and also
shouid be glad of -an-opportunity of laying my:
whole case before ‘the British public, in orddr
that they may judge between ne.and -my acéu-
sers. I cnnnot censent to sink inlo obscurity
and neglect—covered with a cloud, nnd-regarded:
as a ‘man gully ¢ some criminality, and,-in
consequence, reproached and shunned, withoyt
the opportunity of self.defence. Will:you allow
ino the use of your pulj i and will .your.frierids

-consent to-allow me this place of worship 9'—

Now, 1-could not stand by with: cold indiflerence

andreply. “This is a matter belongingly exclu-

sively 1o the Church of England; we have
nothing to do with it? Noj it would not be.
humane, to do so. 1 should say: *Mr. Gorham
iy pulpit is at your service for such o purpose;
with_all my heart’ (cheers.) I need-unot.ap-
ply this illustration § its up lication to the cdse
is obvious.” And its-foree will be.felt by every.
unprejudiced individual, L
T'he Rev. J. C. Midd!djtch (Baptist) sffirmed
that Christians in general:-are-interested i the
proceedings of the Wesleyan Conference; be-
cause their laws are Jssuéd .in the naine ot
Cuaist, and all Christians musl‘be,_enlftled.to
ask if those laws are in.accordance with the re-
ligion ¢! Curist, aund- if not, then to protest:
againstthem as a reproach to thieir commaon
law. If it were.right to sgnd. protests from Eu-
rope to America, siying to fellow-professors
there, “You do our -religion and ouf-Savicon
wrong by holding coloured men in bondage,”
it must be right for Bapuists and Indepéndents,
to say- to them, “You do our-religion and our
Saviorr wiong by enacting and: enforcing in
.His name lawsthat oppress and injure our fel-
low-men ;" and, in an ably-rensoned speech.
proved to demonstration that the assamptions
of the domicant.party were unscriptural, andy
therefore, fegitimate subjects for animadvetrsion
and attack.” The Rev. S° Manniog (of the
Bapist persuation) also claimed, as o un, the
tight 10 express-his opinion on the ipatters atis-
sug in the Conunexion. “I claim that. right,”
said he, %as a man (‘oud cheers); and.as, there-
fore, aflected by all that affectsmy-fellow-man,
I-cannot isolate mysell from them, ‘No. manw
liveth to'himseli,’ Noman would to do 50,
unless he be intensely selfish. U, ‘éad fo
every -sentiment of justice and gene.wsity, [
must sympathize with the insulted and:the in-
jured, and.must. give expression-to tliese senti-
ments. As a Christian, too, I dare not by:si-
lence.scem to countenance the wrong:(cheers:)
1f Wesleyans claim tg be Christians themselves,
ard admit us tobe Christians too, they n.ust
admit that, though different meinbers, we are
of the same body, unjess they are prepared to
unchureh us? We leave thesé opinions to be
pondered: over by those: who have ‘perpetruted
and dhetted the-wrong. and who ndw say-it is
nobody's business.—Ibid.

Review of the proceedings of the Annual, Conference, i's
Commitlees, §¢., o the Tesleyan Methodist-Church
in England. :
Owing to the refusal of Conference (6 admit

areporter, for the Wesleyan Times or the Chris:

gan Citizen, & verbalim.veport ofthe proceedings

of-the Redeemct-w~~* * =osted” howould deem



