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The Coming Convention.

Tug recent issue of a circular to the
druggists of the Province, by & committee
appointed by the council, calling a con-
vention: of the various District Associa-
tions, to be held in Toronto at the time of
the council meeting in August next, is a
step in a direction likely to produce very
gratifying results if, as the circular inti-
mates, it 1s probable a Provineial Pharma-
ceutical Association will be formed.

It will readily be conceded that the
various Associations by collective discus
sions and resolutions have brought ahout
individual benefit to their members, and
have been of very great assistance to the
Council of the College by advising their
representatives of the anveds they felt to
be most pressing.  The combined effort
thus fie put forth in this manner has re
sulted’in the procuring of legislation, the
securing of afliliation with the University,
the addition to the College building of
laboratories such as place it on a planc
with the best of any country, the intro
duction of a College stafl’ eminently quali
fied to give thorough theoretical and prac
tical instruction in every domain of the
pharmacist’s art, the lengthening of the
term of apprenticeship and College course,
and the harmonizing of the entire trade to
such an extent that a convention, called
by the Council as representatives of the
various Associations, is likely to be so
successful as to bring to a fitting finale
the accomplishments of that body, as
above enumerated.

‘The organizing of a.Provincial Associn-
-tion cannot be accomplished withont some
Iabor, and:the committee baving the mat

tur in chargo have wisely, wo thiak, dis
tribated the prcdinina y part of it to the
exceutive officers of the Associations now
in existence. The reports thus seat to
the Registrar will cuable the counnitte
to arrange a suitable programme aud will
utdoubtedly forin the basis of the activn
taken by the cunveution, as such reports
will be accepted as thedeliberative desives
of the districts thus 1epresented,

‘That the formation of 1 Provincial Phar-
maceutical Associnuion, as a head to the
various district associations, can accom-
plish results far move reaching in their
benefits than can any loeal association is
clearly apparent.  The combined power
and influence of all these bodies merged
one for the accomplishment of special
purposes, such as sccuring amendments to
to the Pharmacy Act which will meet the
requirements of all parts of the Provinee,
and  the treatment of trade questions,
Ly united action in such a manner as will
make them subservieat to our benefit, is
bound to succeea on nccount of the wide-
spread and organized influence which it
exerts.  Tf the business of the pharmacist
is going to attain to the standing which
the professional training required to con-
duct it is entitled to, it will have to be by
such concerted and uniform method of
business conduct as will establish in the
public mind the fact that druggists are
not mere business touls subject to cvary
caprice of trade method adopted by othe
tradesien, who may seek to encroach on
the legitimate domain of the dreag tiade.
Unity of action is the druggists hope. We
are not engaged in business as business
competitors of une anvther.  Qur trade iy
a restticted oney sabyject only to demand,
buing but slightly alfected by the Jusan
vus dusttes of a variable public. Cuatting
it busitiess tu cutnpete against au outsider
will of course limit the sale of the vatsider,
but, as they are necessarily few in numbes,
and are nut at all dependent ou the sile
af such articles other than fur the beuetit
secured from the adsertisenent thus gain
ed, the deaggist is bound to be the tinal
loser, as a cut on the other means a cut
upun unw anvther, indirectly, of conese, but
none the less ingurious from a finaucial
point of view on that accounc. Under
present tiade  wrcumstances the  time
of calling the comvention is very oppor
tune, the neeessity of a large attendance
and thorough representation of cach divi
sion caunot be tyu finmly impressed on
cach Proviocal diuggist, and the tiane fu
preparation is noew 50 liwited that promgt

amd unergetic active is absoiately neces
saty uis the patt of thuse upon whoue the
success of the mecting will so largely do
pend.

.‘\a tlu, \.il\.l}hll' ill\“\..lt\,b, [N} I‘tllill le‘
sons from cach district or divisional As
suciation, arc oapected to attend, but all
are welcome ag they. We advise every
druggist who can pussibly dv so to comwu

to cotne prepated to speak and to act,
and to be a chacter niember, ag it were,
of an organization which will be expected
to defend our individual busiess interests,
to assist the Council in securing such leg
islative measures ns will be mutually de
sitable, and to endeavor to bring about
reaprocal relations botween the druggists
of cach Provinee, which will conduceo to a
coufederation, such as will raise tho
standing of the drug trade to a uuiform
level in this portion of her Majesty'’s do-
minions.

Chloroform.

————

The questions which has e recently been
raised as to the relative purity of diftevent
kinds of chloroform and their applieability
fur anesthetic purpuses have received con
siderable attention in Germany. At a
meeting of the Derhn Pharmaceutieal So
ciety last Februarvy the subject was dealt
with by Drs. Schacht and Bilte (see e
Mornthy h, 601).  Siace that tie o mono.
graph has been published by e, Bilts in
which he reviews the work that has been
doue o add to the hnowledge of chloro.
furin since the tume 1t was it canpluyed
for producing amesthesia, Do Biltz at.
taches great nnportance to the decompo-
siiun effected 1 chiloroform by the infla-
ence of highty, as bewng one of the chief
circtmstances which contribute to make
clorofurm dangerous, and wi taks from a
German contempotary a sumnary of his
remarks on this part of the subject. Tt
may here be mentoned that while the
Gerwan Arzucibuch vrders dhloroforin to
Le kept protected from hght there s no
direction o that effect 1 the British
Pharmacopuia,

De. Baltz reganrds b as an ostablished
fact that the decomposition to which
chloroforin 1s liable dues not result from
the presence of certain impurities as has
been assumed , but that it s o nataral
charactenstic of chloroform. Consequent.-
ly whatever wy be the source fromn which
Jilurvlonin s vbtaaed, by whatescs icth
wl 1t s preparal, wnd howoia purfectly
1t s putsticdy 1t s s i cases ulun.ny 1



