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inimortal strains the sentiment of the day ; and bis verses liavie
depicted with an extraordittary coîncidence of accompanýingcr
cuimstances, the arrivai of a Prince who ivias to openu a newy and
brilliant page in the book of tinue, restoring the innocence and
fclicity of the golden age. The Iin-ited iintercourse betwcen Jew
and Gentilc. ud the miarvellous ignorance of Jeivisli litcraturc' and
traditions displayed by contempoi-ary writers, preclude the suippo-
sition thât this idea was borrowed froni the Jewvs. \Vc arc foreed
to the conclusion that it N'as divinely impresscd upon men's xninds;-
to regard it as a bîuperniatural precuirsor of aii impending revolution
ln the laws, the inanners and the zeligion of the world.

Buit if this period was, as wve Lave observed, eininently remark-
able for the prevalence of literature and art. a closer and more
minute investigration of the state of society wvill enaible, us to per-
cive tliat it %vas corrupt through ail ifs ramifications ;-corrupt
beyond parallel iu iuistory; corrupt, te a degrec whleh should cou-
found those who vainly imagine that human lcarîuing, tnsanctified
by religion, eau accomplish any substantial reforitiation in the
moral nature of mn. The sentiments of justice and the preccpt.i;
of morality iniculcated by some of the Most prominent writcrs, who
naturally attract the first attentlion of the studeut, could have had
littie or no infi icace on the great aggrgt ofdey fro
evcry phase wi inay se inscribcd in disnial characters "Ic h worId
by wisdom k! ew not Godl." It Nvas prcceded, and it wvas soon
followed, on and bevond the borders of the Empire, by seenes of
internecine strife; and iuternally by pleutiful and sanguinary
exhibitions of the wvorst passions of ouýr fallen nature in ail their
darkest aispccts. The Emperors were tyraninical and cruel ; the
governors rapaclous andt extortionate ; the nobles were liceutious
and unprincipled, dissolute, and extravagant. If an obnoxious
Senator stood in tue ;vYay of an unscruipulous aspirant te office (aud
of such there %v ere many), a sunimary uîethod wvas in Most instanceb
adopted, aud ready instruments, found to place hirs where he would
forever cesse from troublitig; and it unight be coniiidered a freak of
fortune if a distant and desoate exile were the mild lot of an ora-
tor who ventured be descaut too faithfully on the depravity of the
age. 1 need only remind the reader of the proscriptions wvhich
desolated Rome in the civil wars hetiveen Marius and Sulla, and of
the riumbers who felI victims to the wiles of the bloodthirsty and
subtle Sejanus. To say nothing of the slaves, a mimerons and
unhappy class, -%vhose lives hy the cruel policy of the Rorcai law,
-%vere at the inercy and disposai of their masters, the Iower orders
of freemen werc opprcssed by their superiors in a measure 'which,
left theru no hope for the au-nelioration of their condition, aud were,
humauly spcaking, irretrievably sunk in misery, crime, and every
species of degradation. The savage sporte of the amphitheatre
wcrc cagerly coiurtcd, anud intcuscly-enjoy-ed by persoas in evcry
class, aud ot' either sex. Sncb was the ilimosi universal depravity
that for miany vears hefore the accession of Severus, ln the very


