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TRUTIHE.

Mrs, McKay, wifo of the Culifornia mil.

ionairo, now living in London, has again
attracted public attention to horself by her
attompt to run to carth thoso mnliclous gos-
sips who, by thecirculation of cortain sland-
erous roports aro throwing obstacles in the
way ot her social ambitionsand pluns, Just
what tho rumoris whiclf fins aroused her
vongeful feelings is not stated ; but is gener-
ally supposed to bo tho old story, that in her
youngor and lcss y.rosperous days, and be-
fore sho marricd Mr. McKay, sho performed
the dutics of washerwoman on the Pacific
coast. Two hundred pounds is the amount
of roward which is now offered to any por-
sou or persons who shull furnish within ono
calendar month, suflicient ovidenco to lend
to tho conviction in England of porsons cir-
culating these falso statemonts. This
actio seems 8o intonaistont on tho part of
an American, thousands of the most influen-
tal and respected of whom have risen to
their present position from humble surround-
ings, aa to lead ono of Mra. McKay's follow-
citizens to remounstrate with her on the un-
reasonableness of her course.  After oxpres-
sing surprise that she should pay any atten-
tion to tha nalicious stories which advertiss
the envious spirit from which they proceed,
ho goeson to say: * Washingclothes is as
honorable as digging gold, and the cmploy-
ment was one of the few in which a self-
respecting woman could engago in California
at that period. Women of the region who
have sinze become tho posscssors of great
fortunes, were onco vigorous Iaborers at tho
washtub, if not for others, at least for their
owa familics. Would it be charged agninst
them a8 a reproach’that they did the family
cooking® In what respeet is the famiiy
washing less creditable? Tt may bo less agree-
able, but it i3 necessary, and thero is noth.
ing low or degrading in keoping clean. If
a housewife cannot hiro scrvants for
the labor bocause of the lack of sup-
ply or becanse of her lack of money, of
course sho must, herself preside ¢ ¢ the wash.
tub. If she was & poor woman and had to
carn monoy for her support, washing proba.
bly was tho most remunecrative business to
which she could resort in the gold-digging
days of old, especially if sho knew no trade.
Therefore, oven if Mrs. Mackay bad been
a washerwomen, she would have no reaso;
to blush over that cpisode in hercarcer, and
no one except & snob or a malicious &oszup
would scek to kring it up againat her in her
days of afiluence.  Everybody in the aristo.
cratic socicty which she enjoys, knows v ery
well that she 18 not of aristocratic birth her.
self. She could not be, for thero is no
aristocracy in this republic mto which she
could be born ; and such social gradings as
wo havo hero are of no consequenco in an
avistocratic country. Tho distinctions aro
merely between wealth and poverty, breed.
ing and vulgarity ; and if the ..eredity of
tho most higk'y bred and the richest were
tracod back, it wo. . Le found mn very
many csses that the lino led to the wash.
tub.”

In this opinion that Nirs. McKay (suppos-
ing the story truc) is no less worthy of
honor and respect bocause of her former
humility, now that her financial condition
bas changed, many on both aides of thesea
will heartily join. The conviction is grow-
ing, though truth to tell, the contrary view
is far from being extinct, that the only
lasis of distinction that will stand the test
of reason is that which is found in charnc.
ter, in the intrinsic quality of the individu-
al himsclf. Ho 13 & mamber of the truo
nobility, and in tho sight of heaven the hair
of roynl honors and pnssessiona, whoe hies
aobly, who practises justice and merey and
whoso hoart 13 free from deceit ap” guile
And this, whether his lot is humble or ex-
alted according to mero human distinc-
tions.

Tho signal failure of the Salisbury govern.
ment, which ostensibly commonda a major_

ity of ahout ono hundrod, to carry out tho
programmo sot for ‘tself at the beginning of
tho session will givo tho presont parlinmont.
» nuniquo place in the recerds of parlinment-
ary cxporioncca. Not ono of the leading
measiires announced at tho outsct will be
carried through, though the Tithes Bill, ne-
cording to the declarntion of tho Promier .a
tho carly part of the scasion, was considored
indisponsable. But this has been abandoned,
s nlso the Land Purchaso Bill of Mr. Bal-
four, and Lord Churchill’s Local Taxation
Bill, which contained tho obnoxious olauses
pxovidmg compensation for tho liquor sell-
crsunable to secure a renowal of thoirlicenses.
No doubt their is o causo for this terrible
failure, It might bo supposed vine owing
to the mixed character of the Government’s
following the sourco of the trouble, was to
be found in a lukewarm support on tho part.
of tho dissident Liberals who forsook their
old timo Jeader becauso of his stand on tho
question of Home Rule, Thnis, howover,
docs not appear to bo the iruo explanation,
which is rather the sileat, sullen dissatis-
faction, of the Tory purty itsclf. How
strong theiv fecling of dissatisfaction really
is, may be inferrod from tho stormy scencs
that took place at the Carlton Club caucus
which was held a few weceks ago, and where
somo of tho principal supparters of the gov-
crnment threatened to  withdraw their
allegianco in caso their lenders persisted
in carrying out certain features of their pro-
grammo. Naturally this fruitlessness has
had its influcnce on the popular thought
ond feeling. Tho recent byo clection of
Barrow-in-Furness, in which the Gladstonian
candidatoe was returned in the place of Mr.
Caino who had been a supporter of the gov-
ornment, has been interpreted ns showing a
fceling of dissotisfaction with the present
administration. Nor are the members of
the Government ignorant of the discredit
into which they have come. It is an open
sccret that a reconstruction of the cabinet is
being seriously discussed—a proposition
which would never have been thought of,
had overything been guing on satisfactonly.

In projortion as the Government’s diffi-
cultics have increased and the popular dis-
content has grown tho hopes of the Opposi-
tion have been encouraged. They havo made
no attempt to conceal their belief that the
days of tho present ministry are nearly end-
cd, and that the reinsmust soon pass into
other hands. That this will actually tran-
spire, however, is rendered less probable Ly
the unexpected and unaccountable conduct
of Mr. Parnell, the Insh Leader, who in his
remerks before tho House the other evening
proposed amcasure providing for theappoint-
ment of a board of arbitration for the sett.e-
ment of disputes between landlords and
tenante in Ireland. Ths proposal, made
without consulting his followers, and pract-
cally giving their cause a.vay, has filled the
Irish mcmbers with consternation and dis-
gust ; whilo nccordingto a London corres-
pondent, the English Radicals were so furious
at being thus hamstrang by the Irish lcader,
just at a critical time, when the Ministry
were trembling on tho point of being put to
rout, that Mr. Labouchcere could only with
the greatest difficulty be restrned from a
public denunciation of Mr. Parnell.  On all
sides it is regarded as agodsend to the
Ministry which 18 now 1n 3 position to an-
nounce ai carly adjournment of the House,
and to address tho country during recess as
relatively succcssful politicians instead of
dcfeated and discredited liangers-ou to tho
poste which ther incompetency had justly
forfnited. YWhat this rash act will cost Mr.
Parncll and the Irsh cause, or to what extent
it will actually condono tho sh?uc’muiugﬂ of
tho prosont administration i ¢he csheualion
of tho English penplo, futurccvents aloue can,

prove. - ..

Tho cntucism by Marens J, Wright of tho, <

provalling custom of passing - “oalqu!‘
zesolutions™ is opo thot must oo)(nmma it;_ 3

to thoughtful mon who aro in tlte habit of
making their words harmonizo with their
thonghts und foolings. That therois nothing
intrinsically wrong in  ~counting tho
virtues and excellencies of o great and good
man whoso life has beon to his fellows an
inspirution and o blessing is too mamfest to
need nuny dofonce. It is tho abuss of
what in itsolf may bo a very wiso and propor
thing to do that is condomned. So wide-
asprond has tho customn  grown that it
would now seem ® roflection on the
deconsed man’s character if smnothing
complimontary was not said of him in this
vegular and formal way by tho socioty,
or club, or guld, ote., to wiich ho had
formerly belonged. If oll tho membors of
theso organizations were distinguished for
their virtues and goodness thers would be
no ground for complaint, but unfortunatels,
scoing that most men can claim some rolacion
of thia kind, thit is not the case, Consoquent-
ly when those who have known the decoased
read the glowing tribute to his memory and
find him credited with the posscssion of
qaalities of which in his lifc he was so
economic as not to lot others know of their
oxistence, they will be ready to voto alt
complimentary resolutions an hypocritical
form, no mattor how worthily applied they
may sometimes be. As Mr. Wright well
remarks . ** Tho fact that complimentary
regolutions are expected in the death of
overy member of any sociely of which tho
deceased may have been a momber, without
regard to merit, wakes them not only use-
lcss, but damaging to thoso who really
deserve then. It is cortain that in the
courso of events all members of the various
organizations will dic. We cannot con-
~cicntiously say that all of them camo up to
* ¢ conditions dewmanded by the rhetoric of
tae commendatory resolutions which are
usually adopted, nor is it proper to draw
the line strongly between these who do and
thoso who do not deserve a great tribute.”
‘Thereforohis counsel is““to refrain from florid
platitudes and undue praises, which are
alike superfluous, meanjugless and impertin-
ent, and instead of sceking occasions for
exhibiting our grief in public, determine to
wait until a public demand requiresit.”

Sub-magistrate Baxter hed & peculiar caso
to deal with the other day. Several women
who had been using their tongucain a man-
ner not recognized by Canadian law, were
called upon to .nswer for their sin, In
order to work upon the tender feelings of
their judge and array his heart agaiust his
bead, these users of Billingsgate ecach
borrowed a baby, and thus armed, came into
court. Suspeeting the reality of the pro-
fessed relation, the magistrate closely ques-
tioned them concerning the ownership of tho
babics and exposed the hollow and cruel
sham  What the future of those babies will

be, unless their surrcundings aro greatly ..

changed, requires no gift of praphecy to for-«-
tell. It will be strnnge indeed if, in the com-
ing time and in a more important character
uney do not figure in tho court whoso 4¢

quaintance they made under - ccumatan
80 peculiar.

spectave provinces for railroad pnrpoa‘ln
Confcderation, amillion doll pibld*n.\
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showing tho amount of subsidics, hd‘\ y: 'ag}c e

but not the main iina ns‘origimlly cona‘ruote
ed :—Quoboc, including purchase of Riviero
‘lu Loup branch, $5,420,323,26 ; Now Biuna.
wiok, §2, 371,854,47 ; Nova Soctia, $7,52},-
070,190,

‘The calargoment of the conditions upon
which ponsions will be granted to thuso who
received in eapucitating injuries in the into
Amenean Civil War and to those widows
and parents whose only support wes slain,
will go far towards preventing an accumula.
tien of surplus in time to come. Last year
the amount paid out for pensions was over
ono hundred and nino million dollars, an
amount wlich will be greatly increassd
during thopresent year.  Inorder to impress
upon lus follow country mon what this in-
creased grant involves, the New York Herald
compares thisitemo their exponditure with
that of tho first Enropean powers. Great
Britain, ho snys, pays for her army, her navy
~—the largest in the world-and her pensivng
$160, 000,000 annually. TFranco, armed to
tho teeth, with a navy sccond to that of
England, pays annually for army, navy aund
pensions §183,000,000.  Germuauy is mistress
of tho Continent, with an army that is tho
envy and the terror of modern civilization,
and yot army, navy and pensions cost 8114.
000,000 anually. Russia, for the samoservice,
pays overy year $123,000,000. In ths,
United States wo have two or threo divisions
wo call ‘“‘an army,” the wmerest germ of a
navy;” but our armv, navy and persions
cost $210,000,000 a year.”

Not since tho fatal 24th of May, when on
the little Thames at London, two hundred
and fourteen of our follow-citizens met their
death, has thero occurred on this continent
n calamity so appalling as that which hap-
. ¢d on Lake Pepin, near St. Paul, Minn.,
on tho 13tL inst. Between two and three
hundred excursionists werp on their way
homo from Lako City, when a cyclone came
down upon them, carrying destruction and
death in its path. At this writing it has
not beon ascertained exactly how many
wero lost, though it is gencrally belioved
that noc less than ono hundred and twenty-
five must havo perished.  Many pathetio
incidents of tho disaster are related. Sev-
cral entire families wore drowned. One of
these went down wrupped in cach others
arms, and wore picked up fleating wgcthcr
in thc cmbrace of death. Great
dignation is felt for the captain-who, .
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