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HOW BANKS ARE 8WINDLZD.

Tho Trick by whick a Lankrupt Merchant
fiole Fifteem Thousand Rollars.

¢ Banks are constantly belng imposed up®

on,"” sald the cashier of alargs bank, ¢ and ch

the public knows nothing about it, Why,

if I wast> tell you that the son of oueof |

tho largcat dry-goods nisrchants in New
York had presented two forged cheuks £2
thie bank within the past month, got money
on both, avd emesped arrest and publicity,
ou would hardly belleve it ; but it is so.
is father made good the amount. Almost
overy week some one manages to defraud us
soms way, and it is only once in six months
wo ever report the case to the authorities.
*‘Some years ago,” continuod the casbicr,
I was the paying teller cf a bank in alarge
Western city, Amongour customerswas a
wholesalo merchant named Henderson, who

did a very 1“%3 business with sur bank, Xa | of

was in the hat’: of drawing large sumsto
meet his bills, which were heavy, and all
these ed through my hands. Among
Mr. Henderson's business associates wasa
man named Hirtz, who had lutely come to
that city from the Esst, Ho was a com-
mission broker, and sold Mr, Henderson a
ilront many goods, for which he received Mr.
enderson's check on our bavk. Oane day
Mr. Hirtz brought to the bank a check for
$15.000 It wasthe largost oheck he had
over presentad, I hesitated a moment about
paying it I examined the writing careful.
ly. 1t was evidently Mr Henderson's 2ig-
natare, and there was no questicn about the
bearer being Mr., Hirtz, 1 asked the book
kooper how much money ¥Mr, Hendersoa
bad to hisoradit. He hz1818,000 Sol
paid it. DMr, Hirte took thirty $300 bills,
and left tho building with the money care-
fally concasled inl.s inside vest pocket.
Thie was on Saturday, just before bank
cloted, Monday aft~rnocon Mr, Henderson
sent a check for 86,000 to the bank. Isent
word that bis account was not large
enongh to cover thut amount, In a fow
minutes Mr Henderson appeared at tke
bank Simself, He was svidently very avg-

it ‘What dc you mean,'said he,” by send-
iog such word to me 2'

** I mean,” said I, ¢ that you only have
$3 000 to your crodis.”

¢ ¢ That is not 80,” said he ; ‘I have $18,-
000 here, and if those figures are not correct
I shall makethis bank some trouble.”

4 ¢You did have $18,000 last Saterday, |

but Mr. Hirtz drew out $15,000—'

¢+ ¢« Mr, Hirtz did notbing. of the sort.’ in.
terrupted the aerchant hotly, *‘Mr, Hirtz
did not draw one cent on Saturday.’

¢ <Jg this ycur writing t’ I asked, produc:
ing the check Mr. Hirtz had given to me.

¢ Mr. Henderson was smazed asl laid
down the paper before him.

¢-'That cartaw.ly dooslook like my check,’
hesai. It certaluly docs. Bat it isa
forgery.’

** Now it was my turn to be amazed. If
Ihad paid & forged check of that sizel
could conut my chavens of holding my post.
tion with a cipher. Wo took the check to
tho cashicr and examined {t together, and
then wo_compared it with bis othoer aigoa-
tares. It was 30 nearly liko them that we
could hardly toil them apact, The only dif-
{orcoco was that it was not written fa the
ink AMr. Henderson usually wrots with We
agnt down to Alr RBirtz's office, but it wae
closed, and hix clerk did not kncw where he
had gooe, but belioved ho had loft for New
York. He hsd malo bis eccape. Thia
strengthoued Mr. Henderson's 2tatement,
and after a fow days we made good the
amount and m rnfgutlon was demanded,
Itold oar President thatX thought there
Wwas 30me mystery about tho matter, and 1
had the check lithographed for my own upe
A month later M . Henderson aurprised the
business community by taliing,and afterthe
settlement with hw creditsra he camoont a
bavkinpt. I determined to forret ont the
mystery, and for conriderable timo X aearch.
ed the o untry for . news of Mr, Hirts,
butall to noavail  Yinally X camo to Now
York and secarod employment in the bank
whore I am now.

“tAbout a yearago, whilo I was aitting in
my private offico, 1 wans surpriscd t0 see Mr,
Rtz I rtecognized him before ho did me.

* ¢ Tlow doyon do Mr. Hirt= ¥' I sald.

*¢ The m*n b ushed, stammered, and £n.
ally, Ttcogalzing nie, turned and trizd %o ea-
caps, but [ caught him by ths coas collar
azd held bim fast. Homade no struggle,
bat saat down.,

** ¢ What aro you going to do ' ho maked,

‘¢ ¢ Have you wwat to the penitentiary.’
¢ If yoir will let me gol will confoss the
whole thing.’
¢ ¢ What good will that o me?
¢ ¢You won't help juatice any b{ conviot.
&

ing ‘!‘n?.' he repliod. 'Y didn't forge that
eck,
¢ ¢ ‘Who did then ¥
¢ ¢ Mr, Henderson,’
' ¢ Mr, Hendelion ¥’
“Yes. Iwasa }:oor broker in that town
when I firat met hhenderson, Ho gave me

» good many orders, and finslly saked me
how I would like to make $1,000. I told
Iwould like it,

¢ ¢ All right,’ sald he. ¢ You pruseat my
check for $15,000 at the bank, draw the
money, bring it to me, and I will giveyoun
81,000. Taen you go to Europs for aix
months, There will be no trounble, no wor-
1y, Do riak, and you will be $1,000 better

(T &id as he suggested, gave him the
money, and left that afght.’
ul‘x‘e:l. Whzt did you do with theman 1’ we

‘‘Nothiog, He had E:sen in his pocket
which proved that he told the truth,
Mr, Honderson was dead and Hirtz wasa
bukai)t, and as he really didn't meau to do
wrong 1 let him go, Henderson had beaten
tho bank out of that much money, just like
robbing it, Ihave nodoubt other similar
srimea have bsen committed, but I never
heard of them.”

The Scu;t;e Trick.

Yon see, Martha got into the habit of sit-
ting up for meat an early age, wnd she can't
break it off. I couldn't o ber to go
to bed and mind her own buainess, 30 X stud-
ied on the matter. We live inone of the
centre housss, of a block of five-story-and.
attio buildiogs, There are scuttles in the
roofs of allot them, and I persusded Mr,
Greenup, who lives in the adjoinlng house,
let me in his house last night, about one
o'clock, and I went up through his scuttle
over $0 mine, and sodown into our bed-
room. I could ses Martha from the head of
the stuirs, aitting in the front room eyelng
the clock with a look that wasa very tart
chromo. But I undresssd and quietly gotin
bed, and thore I 1aid waiting developments,
Every now and thea 1'd hear Martha give a
ahort fidgety cough. Then I'd hear her get
up, prance around the rcom a littls, 2nd by
and by go to thefront window, and alam the

aince, I know it won't Inat. I know thoro
is a day of reokoning & coming, and the
thermometer 1s golng up to clea: out of aight
in the Jarphly family, bat who's colvg atter
trouble ! Itll come soon cuough withount
huntling after it, sod I'm ﬁolng to cnjoy that
acuttle in the 1oof unti} the exploslencoines,

“ Katrina.”

One ovening, o the tar off Fatherland, as
aho leaned over the gate and walted for
the comieg of the red-cheeked and flaxen-
haired Fr.tz, she ahyly whivpered to her-

aelf:

¢ In’a little time we shall bo_ marricd,
My mother will live with us, and I'ritz will
whistle and I will sing ali day loog in our
happiness. Ah! Iritzi So jolly! So hon-
eat ! So truthful! Was ewer anuther boy
like him ¢’

Her heart beat faster aa sho heard the
echo of his wooden shoos on thie hard path
and she threw open the gate and run half-
way down %o meot him,

¢“What ! Frits il11”

" NO."

¢ In trouble?”

(14 No n

¢ But something has happened 1"

Hea lod her to the bench uader the old
pear frea, and with his arm about her he
explained that he was going away—ncross
the oosan—to America. He oonld make a
little money in Germany—he conld make o
fortune in America, The idea of separation
grisved him more thon he could tell, but it
would roz by for long. Ina couple of years
—1n three at moat—ho would oime back to
claim his bride. And so he talked and ar-
gued and pleaded, and with her heartas
most choktng her, and hor eyus so fall of
tears that zhe could not see faco inthe
moonlight, Katrina w od 3

4 You shall go, and I shall wait for you.
Takall walt two years—three—five—forever
I believe in you ax in my God.”

in a week Fritz was on his way, and if
Katrina's blue syes were never clear of tears
his heart was never freo from pain, Byand
by a letter came from him-—then aunother
and another ; and for & year Ka was
happy. He hzd found work and was doing
well. He loved her with all his sonl-he
would work and save and return to hor.

And the days made weeks and the weeks
made months of ths socond year. The let-
ters did not come a0 (ften and there waa
somethingin their tenor whickh provoke

shutters. After I had lain there about an |aaxiety.

hour I heard her got up and go stand on the
front stoop for & good ten minutes, Then
she came ia and alammed the door and
locked it and commenoced coming up stalrs.
Evu& otheratep ahe'd say: ¢ Oh the wretch
Ob, tho villain 1” .Aboutthe time she had
nearly got to the landing I think she muat
have scen the light streaming out of the door
that 1'd left ajar. I oonld hers her stop and
then I commenced tosnore, I was afraid
to look, you knouw, but X conld feel how -
tiously come to the door and look in, Well,
['d have given my on from thes war of
1776 to have seex herabout the timo she
saaw it wasme, Il betitwasfon Baot I
was afraid to do sanythingbut snore, Then
s4e came into the room, and by the way she
breathed and stood around, I had neatly to
bite my tongus off to » mtnalght face
on me, I oouldfeel thatahematin a chalr
and was dumbfounded. I pever let om, but
kept on suoring like thander, but when che
kicked overa chair X turned and preteuaed
to wake up, kind of dazo? like, and ways:

Wby, 3, dear, .un't you come %o
bed yet?”

“Jarphly,” sald ahe, awfnl slow and wzol-
smn like, *“ when did yoa come int”

¢ Why, muat be four or_five hours ago,
Don't you remeamber whan I told you not to
go to sleap in the rocker, bat tc come
to bed ‘!" an ltumsol:! ov.r and rofnoedlﬂto
go oaleep agnin. Shenever o any reply
but acted in u dazod, bewildered sort of way
and when ahe got 0 bed I oconld tell she
didn't 2leep a wink for three Donrs. In the
morning it was fon to watch Marthe, I
oould hardly keep astraight {sce. At the
breakfaat table, and all the time I waa about
the houre, abe’d oys me when she thosghkt
I wam’t locking ; thon, when I'd nctioe baer,
she'd tumn away and be awially basy 3t
ey e
onoe, and, ) oughtthoe ox oa
was about to cox:?;, Bat i% dila't thengh
the look ol blank, unfathomadblo suspicion
she wore on her facoall tho time waz the
groateat show oun carth, Itnearly broke ms
up, and I have laughed till my ribsache evor

4 Ah | but he is 30 busy, and perhaps he
WS very ,”  Eatrina's old mother
would say. **Fritzis faithfol and true—
be %ﬂm »

When the weeks were running into months
of the third year Katrina was an orphan.
Letters from Fritz now came only at such
100g intervals that her sonl wassick with
the walting and hoping. He still claimed
to love her, and he atill hoped to roturn for
her, but he had boen ill—was out of work—
had met with a loss—always somctbing to
put the time further away.

¢ Why not?" she saddenly aaked herself
ons eveniog as she sat under the same pear
tree, “Itisahard taak poor Fritz bas
taken upon himself. I will lighten hia Ia-
bors. He cannot come ¢ me, but I will go
tohim, Let theworld talk. Welove each
other—we are to be man and wife.”

A month later Katrina was walking $ha
stroots of the city in which her Fritz was
living. She did not koow hia abiding place
but shewonld walk and walk—shs would
inquire ol{ every kla:d faoed man—abo wonlg
whisper her errand to0 every woman, an
she would find Fritz. He world beao glad
~—and they wounld beso Fappy., snd the
thought of It brought such smileato her
face that men turred o look and wender.

Ons—two—three days of wugnd frait.
loss search, butshe was not discouraged.
On the fourth day, 3 she wandered op and
down, her heart suddenly stood stiil. Ont
from 3 slde atreet came her Fritx, Yes,
she would know him among ten thousand.
The same red chesks—the same flaxen hair
~—the sama smile of good.nature,

¢ Frite—oh} Fritz, It isI-It Is your
Katrioa 1

Joy must have blinded her for the mo-
ment, for she did not ses that he bad ocom.

8 Pnny—thst & women walked baslde him and
00

; :‘odnphtohh(m sa ooly & wife can
00

RKatrion atood before them. She looked
{rom one $o the other, axd her woman's in-
stinct told her the truth.  Fritx had played

~trembling—hoart broken, sh
his oves, Heo was pale but'ﬂ'n:.loond fato

“Iltz! Od, Fritz 1" she gasved.

:: igg !t’g[t: k?.ow yoxi“ l;l’ he roplied.

m t2—; "Or —
PA:? \ed huaband l"y my lovor—my
Yoman, move out of our path 1"

Sho obsyed. Straight befox-l::a her was the
river. Crushed anddszed and walking as
one in her sleop, aho walked on and dowa to
tho wharf. The swift, doep wa.ors wore at
heg }!‘oet. 1

o turned and looked back to th
;vhom she had encounterod hor fogtl:f::
over.

** Puor Fritz—porhaps it waa beat |" she
nui}mumd. .th 4

uxt momont tho fiorce tide was beario
her body away, and the hesrt which ha§
kopt falth 0 long and trustal so well was
stilled in death,—Detroit Free Press,

The Good O1d Winters.

In 101, tho Black Sca was entirely frozen
over. In 763 not only the Black Seoa, bt
the Stralts of Dardmeflu were frozen over,
and in some placea the anow rose fifty feet
high. Io 822 ko great rivers of Europe—
the Danube, the Etbeand cthers wero s
hatd frozon as to bear heavy wagons for a
menth,  In S60, tho Adriatio was frozes,
In 991, ovorgthing was fruzon, the crope
voally failed, and famine and peatilente
clol tho year. In 1067, mosat of the
travolers In Germany wore frozen to death
sn the roads.  Ja 1134, tho Po was frozen
from Cromona to tho sea; the wine sacks
were burst, and the trees split, by the
satian of the frost, with {mmenss nofss. In
1236, the Danubs was frozen to the bottom,
and remained long in that atate, In 1316
the crops wholly falled in Geimany.
Wheat, which some yeara bofore s0ld at 63,
})er quarter, Tose to £2.  In 1303, the crops

ailed in Scotland, aud auch & famine en.
sued that tho poor wero reduced to feed on
g8y, and many perished miscrably in the
ticlds, Tho succeasive winters of 1432, 3,
and 4, were uocommonly tovere. In 1363
the wine dist:ibuted to the soldioras, was cut
with Latohets. In 1683, it was oxcessively
cold, Most of the Lollys wero killed,
cosches drovo along the Thames, tto ice of
which was 11 izches thick. 1n 1509, ocoar-
red the cold winter; tho frost yeoetrated
the carth threo yarde into the ground. In
1716, booths wero orectod on the Toames
in 1744, and 1745, tho strongestale ia Evg-
Iand, exposed to tho alr, wzs covered, in
less than fifteen minutes, with ico an eighth
of an inch thick. 1809, and again in 1512,
the wintors weré remarkably cold. 1In
1814, thoero waa a fair on the frozen Thames,

A Texas Centipede.

The contipode is not a pretty insect.
Horuns toa muchtolegs, Oazco I thought
them of no use, but afior seelng a lot of
1ttls Chirlcahua Indisn papocsts pulliog
centipedos from their hulea and greedily
devourlog thom, logs. poison, 1ud ali, I no
lopger doubted the witdoma and beno-
ficanso of thelr creation. 1n tho o wursa
of ‘my checlored career I havo had several
advontures with ocentipedes and alwaga
same ont zecond bead, A centipedo can
talio & blister on a man'a body qulcker
thanared hotiron, and iflyoo)don’t tmmed-
iately apply a remodial poultles of piun-
ded prickly pear and doso younself inwar-
dly with post whidky—which latter is war-
ranted tokill anything butan armymolo—
the vestent coffccts may bo sorlous,
Cent!peea nrually atiack their victim at
night, whon hois aslocp and esn't dufond
hicself. Theyarea.med with abon’ 200
1.ttlo laucos convonlently lashed to the toe
«f cach fost—of which they baveo asvoral—
and at tho basoof each lavce isa tiny sack
o! vonom. Jfa ccn'lpodo crawl across
your body—which holimost likely dolt
you o duwn anywhere within a half-mile
of him-~you'll bave no diflicalty in fol.
lowlog his trail and you'll rememor his
vlsit for weoks., No man«verdios from
tho bite of a contipedo. bat Lhave known
ono to mako a man wialt ho were dead,

— W ® et — - -

Crocodile farming is rapldly tecoming a
lcading induatry 1o ocrtain localities.  The
largeat animals ato killod and 2kinnod, their
flesh being used to fecd their diaocndanta.
Ones dealer Inst year supplied a tanper with

her false, He was voarried, White facedy 5,000 xkias,




