THE GOOD NEWS.

CHEERFULNESS, -

I would not be understood as speaking
One word, no nota syllable, against cheers
Tulness, asober and well regulated mirth;
for it isnot only allowed by God, which is
enough to prove its lawfulness, but also
commanded, whicli renders it a duty.—
Eglt thy bread with a merry heart, rejoice
Wwith the wife of thy youth, yea and of
thyage too. And Paul doubles the pre-

cept, ‘Rejoice evermore; and again I say, |

B@joic‘c ? and the Psalmist tells us, ¢ Praise
13 comely for the upright” Not com-
Dlaints, but songs; not always prayer, but
Praise. The garment of praise i3 the
autiful garmenit which sits most neatly
Npon 4 saint’s back; and with this’ they
shall be invested when taken up to glory,
and admitted iwto the joy of their Jord.—
And this I desire them to consider who
Please themselves in a dejected,nielancholic
temper, and who think they never look well
and as Lecomes them, unlessit be when
they have a cloud upon their countenances
and tears {rickling down their chieeks; and
If ever they would sperk properly, it mus«t
}e in sighs. 1 wonder who told them so;
B Y must be no other than the devil, whois
A0 inveterate und implacable cnemy as to
'}Jen' holivesx, 5o therr ] eace ard condon.
Bure I am that alacrity and cheerfulness
18 your frignd, and promotes the hetlih of
Your llmlies, and furthers the lively, vig-
orous motiona of your souls in their most
noble employments. 1t is health to your
navely, and marrow to your bones, and
oil to your wheels.
And thisis also sure, that cheerfulness
doth become you. It is most becoming,
beciuse more proper for you: most suitable
to that God who is your Father—to that
Jesus who is your Head and Husband—
ito. that covenant upon which vou have
Jaid bold—to thow promises in which
You are interested —to thosé hopes unier
which you are planted—zuud to that safe,
sweet, blsssed state into which vou by
grace are brought.  And thal it doth be-
come you is evident from hénce, bacause
it doth belong to you. Light is sowu for
the righteous, and joy for the upright in
llea.rt s and jtis fic you shoull reap that
which Heaven’s hand hath sown for you.
There are ‘no persons in the world that
have such a right and title to joy as be-

 looked ashaimed, and explsin
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lievers bave; wickad mén, indeed, have
none at all; no, though they be rich, yet
they are commanded ‘o weep and howl
for the miveries that shall come upon
them, (James v. 1). For a temporal
heaven they shall havean eternal hell.
And further it is sure that cheerfnlness
is ane way to commend religion to others.
The world is mistaken about it, and hath
taken up a wrong notion of it, which it
holds fast,—namely, that it is a dull,
heavy, mopich, and melancholic _ thing;
that it is moroze and ill natured, an enemy
to manuers and mirth; but thatis a false
notion, & grand mistake. Tt dotk not for-
bid cheerfulness, but directs and orders it.
It teachieth men to be merry and wise 3
and I do heartily wish all that cheerful-
ness were quite banishel wkich is incon-
sistent with the rules and principles of our
religion. They would be far bester with-
outit. What need is there of that laugh-
ter whici Solomon called mudness, or
whatgood comes of it? Away with all
that justing which the Seriptuve calls vain.
It is a sad thing for men to love jesting
and after that go to hell in earnest.  You
wiil find it Lest to be merry and religious.
Res severa est verum gaudium,—'I'rue joy
is & severe, grave, and serious thing; and
let that measure your days. Let there be-
lightsomenuss, but nothing of lizhtoesss
soiidity, but no froth.  Let your families
be witnesses of your integrity, anl ree
nothing ia your conversation that i+ below
understanding men, nothing unworthy of
g'rnciuus Christians.—(Slater, 1694.)
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THE POWER OF A WORD.

One day a boy wastormanting a kitten
when his Jittle sister saul to him, with
tearful eyes, «Oh, Philip, don’tdo thit; it is
Goil's kitten.,”  The words of the little ore
were not lost; they were sat upon wheels. .
Many serious thoughts were awakened in
his mind regarding the creature he had
before considered his own property “God's
kitten—God's creature—for He made i’
It was a new idea. The next Jay, on his,
way 1o school, he met one of his compan-
ions, beating unmercifully a poor ‘B‘“"V?l .
Jooking dog. “Don't tlo' thﬁlll, }fi:'dsiftzi"; F
. . e
ip, using almnst uuconsciously The:boy

wordd; “[i is God's cr'enture.";a hergech




