€02 THE GOOD

IL. If you would profit, prepare youryby conferring with oth

kearts to the reading of the word. The
heart is an instrument that needs putting in
tune. 1 Sam.vii. 3: « Prepare yourhearts
to the Lord.” The heathen, as Plutarch
notes, thought it indecentto be too hasty
or rash in the service of their supposed
deities. This preparation for reading con-
sists in two things:

-1 In summoning our thoughts together
to attend to that solema work we are going
about. The thoughts are stragglers there-
fore rally them together. 2. In purging
out those unclean aftections which do indis-

pose us to reading. Before we come to
the water of life, let us cast away the poison
of impure affections, Many come rashly
to the reading of the word ; and no wounder
if they come without preparation, they go
away without profit.

UL Recd the Scripturg with reverence.
Think, every line you read, God is speaking
to you. The ark wherein the law was put
was overlaid with pure gold, and was car-
ried on bars, that the Levites might not
touch it. Why was this, but to breed in
the people reverence to the law? When
Ehud told Eglon he had a message to him
from God, be arose from his throne,~
(Judges iii. 20.) The word written is a
message from Jehovah: with what venera-
tion should we receive it!

IV. Read the books of Seripturs in
order. Though occurrences may some-
times divert our method, yet, for a constant
course, it is best to olserve am order in
reading. Order is.a help to memory.—
We do not begin to read a friend’s letter in
the middle.

V. Get a right understanding of Serip-
ture. Psalincxix. 73: * Give me under-
stapding, that 1 may learn thy command-
ments.” Though there are some knots in
Scripture which are not easily united, yet
things essential to salvation the Holy Ghost
hath plainly pointed out fo us, The
knowledge of the sense of the Scriptures is
the first step to profit. 1n the Law,
Aaron was first to light the lamps, and
then to burn the incense; the lamp of the
understanding must be first lighted before
the affections can be inflamed. Get what
knowledge you can by comparing Scripture,
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