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scason, and the labours of your Missionarics highly appreciated, as was testified
by the collection taken up at the close, whici was not only suflicient to defray
ail contingent expenses but gave a small balance to the Society. We aire also
happy to iniformîî you that the Hall, so -onvienient for our ptrpaose, uas maost
kindly offered to us by the Sons of Teiperance, free ofcharge. Your Coiiittee
feel deeply indebted to tlhem for the very kind mranner in which we were invited
to occupy their rooms.

laving nade these statements, we pass on to the more d*rect operations of
the Society, and though we are sorry to record that on accouant ofili health, 3 our
Mslaaonary was forced to leave the field of active labour six n eeks carlier tian
le would otherwise have done, and that therefore y our iaak»ion m i be longer
vacant than usual, yet we think that there is great room for congratulation and
eneour:agcmaent for u hat has been acconplisheI duîring tlh past sumier. W hen
your Nissionary, Mr. Labelle, at the close of the College last April, peroceeded
to the miaassion-tieId, lie found the results of former years' labour still visible;
many were rcading the Scriptures which had been put into their hand.,, not-
withstanding ail the threatenings, poured ftrti againat themi by ain enraged
Priesthood, sone had renounced their former faith altogether, and tuis vas
your Missionary encouraged to resume the work so well begun ; and though
the oppoition against his elforts %%as very great, owing to the alnaost unilimIiitedi
power of the priests, % et during the past sunmaer nao few er than six Iundtfref
fanilies have been visited by him, and le states the pleasing fact that forty-two
inthviduals have openly renouinced the Chuaîrch of Rouie, imany of whoîn, by
their maniner of hfe, show that they have experienced a change ofheart, as well
as a change of religion, and are now "rejoicing in that liberty wherewiith Christ
makes his people free." lie also further adds that thecre are tvehe famîilies
over whoi the priests have searcely any control, and ivho are readinig the word
of Goal for theinselves. A few cases of peculiar interest are related by your
Mis..îonary of parties persisting in reading the Bible in spite of ail the ciforts
nade to the contrary by the priests, and what is more surprising, by those who
iaxe not as yet left the church. But mostly aIl such, wlaen they become
habitual readers of the word, forsake the ranks of popery, and throw in their
lot with the few who seek the way of life by other means thian that chtrch
points out. One case in particular is that of a mian and his w ife, who, after
ha% iig read their Bible secretly for somae time, went to the priest, expressed
ticir fears that what le lad been preaching vas opposed to that book; they
were botia with violence tu..,ed out of his house. " Alfer this," contitiues your
Ms.sioniary, tlhy came to Ie and said, " These priests are surely far fronm being
the succe.sors nf "the meek and lowly Jesus" and the Apostles vho vent
about coitmliually doing gooti." i advised then to study their Bible, pray ing for
the haelp of the Spirit to assist them in their pursuit of the truth.

Another case ientioned by your Missioiary and worthy of notice, is that of
a young tian who went to consult his priest about a copy of the Scriptutres.
"Sir, i.s there a gond Bible approved ofby the Roman Catholic Church ?" "Yes,"
repflied the priest, " there is one, but it is not fit for an ignorant person like you;
what do you want with that book ? It is too deep for you: go and learn your
pra% ers, they are more suitable." Whercupon the young man drew froma lais
pocket a Bible, and said, "Ilere, sir, is a Bible, it cost nie nothing, and u hat is
more, a read it, and mcan to continue." "And wherc did you get that?"
eagv .., liiudetl the priest. " Froma a French Missionary, and himsclf a con-
vei t romii the ('htirch of R<oimie," vas the simple, but inpresi% e reply. "I
fear.'' addvd the priest, "vout u ill soon be one youarself." May God bleas this
yoIna4 m1î.îî and iake huai a hero of the Gospel of Chri,,t to enlig.hten ian oflhis
couniitriymeni, over w hose mîinds the dark cloud of popery still hica ily rests,
who iare yet sitting "in the region and shadow of death."

Thee f.aet.s, to wlich oilers miighit be added, are exceedingly iiteresting,
ani cause uas to hope for great things yet in the future, %lien those w ho are
nou i gloma and tarkiaess shal see a great light, even that light u hieb shines so


