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PATENT MEDICINE$.

It lias been feit for some time that a greater degree of 8upervi.
should be had over patent medicines than lias pertained iu the 1
Hlitherto these medicines have been looked after lu several departm,
lIt is now the intention to, have one departmeut for their oversiglit.
will nahie those in charge of the new department to exercise ni
greater care and to investigate their contents with greatre thorough:

Many of these preparations coutain large ainounts of alcohoi
drugs that must be regarded as dangerous. In future a much. strý
registration wili be enforced. AUl preparations lu future must. be r
tered, sud not one preparation by a manufacturer who may pl&,
nuniber on the market.

lIn case of preparations containing dangerous drugs, the coeal
have to be registered; but iu the cas of other patient medicine
supervision was exercised. But there are many instances of prer
tions that do not coutain daugerous drugs in the meaniug of the.
and yet in large doses miglit be injurious. The uew regulatiom~
bring ail these preparations under much edoser observation.

The Dominion analyst wiil have ample authority to examine
preparation, and place upon its sale sucli conditions as may be dOe
Wise. Ail this inust do good. This country lias been exploiteéj
many years in the interest of those who claimed to have wondm
cures for incurable diseases. Ail this fraudulent settiug forth of cl
should be made te cease.

ALCOHIOL AND LONGEVITY.

Mr. Arthur Hunter, a weil-kuowu American actuary, lias au
the experience of forty-thrce companies, coveriug 2,000,000 lives, 01
effecta of the consumption of alehol. His findings are of eyn e
value, In this investigation aleohol proves to be a frequentut
death.

One group contains those who at somie tixue lu the past had di
to excess, but who at the time of taking ont their policies were ofSt
habits. This group yielded 289 deaths, whereas the exPected sh
have been Oui)' 190. This gives an excess mortality of over 50 pe
This was equal te an average reduction of four ycars on the liy4
these policyholders.

Amoug those engaged iu the varions occupations calling fo
making or seiling of alsoliolie liquors the mortality was markedly aý
the normal, lu some instances as kigli as 70 per cent. extra.


