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ANIMAL EXTRACTS.
It ist.ia to be regretted that the introduction ofanial extracts bas been attended with so muchsiuackemy. oubtless marked and beneficial re-oute have been obtained from the administration'Of Thyroid btract in some cases of myxodema.

t ro ust be remembered, however, that the thy-ri alSecreting gland, which bas been showneXpeientah'y to have a direct effect in the pro-duton of this disease, and one can easily under-stad that, if through a deficiency in quantity orquality cf its secretion, a pathological conditionarised the administration of an extract of thegland by sUPPlying the deficit, might bring abouta m to the normal condition of affairs. ThisfraY warrant its use in diseases evidently arisingfrent affetions of the thyroid gland, but its employ-
set in lupus, internal tuberculosis, cancer, etc.,o we bave seen it recommended, is, in the light oflur present knowledge of pathology and bacteri-

flogyt iost unscientific, and can only have the
effect of bringing the rernedy into disrepute. Theaction cf nervine cerebrine, cardine and numerousOther "i*nes" are not supported by such scientific
evideace, and it is to these we refer in speaking ofuackery. As well might one attempt to restore
and aip leg by the use of Crurine, Genuine,

Ps .ne, as expect cerebine to form a new cor-Plue raturn, in place of one that bas beenPlughed up by the blood from a ruptured middle'ce11r artery. A very unpleasant and disgrace-

ful feature of this subject, is the way in which
these extracts are being advertised, not only in
medical journals, but in the public press.

The pendulum of medical thought is seldom at
rest, and as with almost every new remedy, so will

it probably be with thyroid extract; received with

open arms as a panacea for almost all ills; rejected

as quickly and fervently as accepted, when found

unqualified for the position to which it was as-

signed; and eventually, after serving a long ap-
prenticeship, become installed again in general
confidence, but with very much limited functions.

THE MICROSCOPE IN MEDICINE.

Microscopy is not only an interesting study, but
is rapidly becoming, in fact bas become, a very
necessary part of the modern physician's means of

diagnosis and consequent guide to treatment.
While a few years ago much valuable time was
lost waiting for physical signs to develope, in order.
to settle the diagnosis, in the present day, with
our staining reagents and microscopes, we are able
to demonstrate the existence of tubercular disease,
in many cases, long before the pleximeter and
stethescope afford anything but negative signs.

The results of treatment in the later stages of
phthisis have not materially altered from those of
former years, but in those cases recognized before
any extensive damage to lung tissue or interfer-
ence with the general health has taken place, large
numbers of recoveries have been reported, and
much unnecessary expense and suffering avoided.
If only for the sake of these cases, which exist in
such large numbers, every practitioner should be
possessed of a microscope and understand the pre-
paration and examination of sections.

But these are not the only cases in which a
microscope is of value. Diseases of the blood may
be readily recognized, the differential diagnoses
accurately made, and the effect of treatment care-
fully watched.

In diseases of the genito-urinary organs, and
frequently in affections of the skin, the microscope
is indispensable to both the physician and surgeon.
It should be iwpressed upon the student at the
beginning of his course, that a microscope is abso-
lutely necessary for the proper persuit of his
studies, both before and after graduation. Auscul-
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