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phenonena which cornes before us. Eveiy
organic or inorganie mnovement, every mole
cular change excites a corresponding devel-
opnent of electricity, and the process of
nutrition, like every other vital action, is

subjeet to this law. Now a continued cu
rent passed through the human body mnarks
its presence in two different ways. At the
points of entry and exit, that is, at the two
poles, in virtue of an electrolytic action in-

we only know by its effects, so it is with
the current. Let anyone who denies the
fact of interpolar action but just apply one
pole to the forehead and the other to some
part of the body, the hand or foot, andi he
will at once have sensory evidence of two
phenomena which constantly follow : First,
the appearance of flashes of light, and
secondly, a change in taste of the saliva.
HIow should we account for these invariable

separable from the passage of the curreut. phenomena, unless there be an interpolar
we filnd au accumulation of acids on one action of the electrie current ? Place one
side and of bases on the other, This is pole on the nck, over the peuuiogastric
fact conmonly known, and I shall have to nerve, and lot the other be heId in the
refer to the therapeutical importance of . baud. You viii thus stop inýny a threat-
these acids and bases. In the organie s oued Vomiting. It nust be some interpolai
stance intermediate between the two poles, a
the interpolar region as it is called, through nervous pathology as a whole (nervous,
which the current spreads in rendering it- moduhlary, cerebral, or periphorai) requires
self frorn the point of entrance to that ordiuarily nothing more as a moans of rehiaF
where it is discharged, there is a twofold than the iterpolar action ol tho coutinued
action. The one is contemporaneous with curreut. If interpolar action were not a
the current itself, the'other is posthunous. reality, olectro-therapeutics xoul soon be-
'['hoe contoiporary action consists in ant ex- coine an ide word, for it vould be reduced
aggerated vital and circulatory activity, almnost to the simple chieinical or mechiauical
Favorable to the rapiiy of nutriti o e nffeets of polar action; au e thes we intight
ehanges. This xiii explain theh absorption in a great asure afford to neglet. As we

certain. effusions, eithier interstitiai or i- recoize this sceptially trated interpolar
tma articular, under the influence of a cur- action by its unavoidable consequces, se
ent directed through then. The posthu- woe have, as evidence of its presence, te

1 tous action, euduring after the cessation effets of irpolar action Ou this point, again,
of the curreut, is in effect charged as a r arn accused of epiricisow awe ny accu-
second battery. It is consouently edowedsers i naereny substitute taeeir erroneous inter-
wit a suppementary elctro- otive force pretations of the respective action of each
or tension, which in its disharge proiongs pole for tho formiulas that I have laid down.
the topical and trophi effects that the pro- I have said the negative polo is more irritat-
oimrinary current had begun ; an it stil ige more charring, more destructive than
further advtiances the retrograde fetamor- the positive polo, le opposition, I a sn told
phoses iech we sec u hon-mahignanpt upo- that as acids abound more in the humai
plasmlis. Yet w\7e enicouniter sorne who sax- tissues than the bases, wo ough-t to flud a
that there is no such thing as interpolar greater proportion of acids at the positiv
action, aun that the currnt chaves no visible pe ham of baesici t ; nead polu
or tangible trace of its presence. Who ba ers merepndbriut tioneunt e,

with~~~~~~~~ a u p em n a y l c ro m t ve f r e r tt on p o t e rirespective , a ition of ec

over beon eye-witness of a current i of thle former. rut the fac îs overiooken
lrve-trunk? Who has ever seen the somo- that a current has no caprices, au acts ol
thing xwhich is transnitted by t e teliegraph according to th laws of its nature; that
wires? As it is oit any natura pheo- electrolysis or decompositio takes placte

ena, such, for example, as nutrition, which eolecule. by molecuoe, equivale t of acid for


