
ATHERTON--PROGRESS OF MEDICINE. AND SURGERY.

attended the performance of serious operations in the days which pre-
ccdedthe use of anoesthetics We can imnagine, owever, sone of the
scenes which occurred, the thought of which must have made both
patient and surgeon shudder. But sine the use ofthese agent ail this
painiful experience of the operating-roon is spared us and with he
patient lying unconscious our 'duties are rendered inmeasurably more,
pleasant, and we can öperate with much greater precision and care,
Iargelv because we are not obiiged to hurry in order to shorten the
ufferings of the patient.

The period withwhich -e aye more paiticularly to dea oens with
the introduction of theantiseptic treatment of wound by Lord Li ster.
It secns almost like an inspiration that e should conceive the idea that
to gerims existing in the atmosphere and not to the air itself (as was
forinerly supposed) the suppuration infresh wounds was due, followed
too often by te ccurrence of septicemia and Pymia ha te ood
fortune, in the winter of, 866- t sec some of bis first trials of anti-
septic treatrnent in the wards of thé eGlasgow Infirnary. I1e was then
u.sing a paste nadec carbolized o anci witening spread on block tin.
This was laid over f resh wounds and also used as a dressing for abscesses.
Even these early crude atteng>ts seemd to me to yield rnuch better
results thail the oldernethods of treatment. Soon afterwaí-ds he intro-

need the carbolized gauze as dressing. Then he followeé with sal
lembroth gauze. Finally after much experimhentation h1 found the

double cyanidc of mercurv and'zinc gave still better resuiltsand this '
elieve he now- ahrnost altoget her uses: For a time salicylic còttona as

a favoiite with hin, and it is still used by some specially in ourds of
tie face where it riakes a neatand u eful dr ssingis dgesbein u
to the surrounding skin by collodion.

Anumber of other antiseptids, such as eucalyptus iodoform biniod
id of mercury, aristol, etc., have been einployed and are still used in
the treatment of wounds, but in most cases we think that double cyanide

gauze will be found the most satisfactory material for the purpose.
Many surgeons claim to get as good or even better results by what is

called the " aseptic treatment." But even they employ antiseptics to get
rid of the septic germs always found on the surface of the body, so that
they cannot strictly apply the term "aseptic" to their mode of
treatment.

No one acquainted with the facts of the case will, we think, hesitate
to affirin that hundreds of thousands of useful lives have been saved
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