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whether any faction will be strong enough to carry out a consistent
policy. It is evident that personal ambition is more powerful than
political principles. Third. The mob has shown its power. The
BSoshi began its agitation against a ministry that combined more first-
rate men than had before been gathered in one government. What-
ever reasons were below the surface, the outward and apparent fact
is, that these agitators carried their point. Their voice has not been
heard for the last time, Their bomb was too successful to permit the

* hope that dynamite will not readily be used again. They haveshown
their strength. It may be doubted whether statesmen in the Diet
who incur popular displeasure will be safer than Cabinet ministers.
It may also be doubted whather a faction triumphant in the Diet will
dare maintain itself in the face of opposition from these student
agitators.

The friends of Japan wait the events of the next two years with
anxious hope. We trust that the splendid achievements of the past
will be repeated. We cannot believe that Japan’s great experiment
is vo end in ignominious failure. Such a result yould be a calamity,
not for this empire alone, but for Asia—for humanity.

Religious Progress.—In mission work the year has been one orf
quicet progress. There has been little excitement, and the work has
occupied less than uswnal of the attention of the public. Well-
informed missionaries have spoken of the year as one of small results,
The statistics are not yet complete, but, so far as we can judge, the
Church has made as mueh progress as in other years. The kingdom
has come without observation, but the Lord has blessed abundantly
the work of his servants.

The Revival in Tokyo.—~In the beginning of the year there was
marked interest in some of the Tokyo churches. Tsukiya Bashi
church, Rev. N. Tamura pastor, held meetings every night for weeks,
The interest was for the most part among professing Christians, and
manifested itself in a deepened experience, in mutual confessions, and
a stronger desire for the salvation of souls. In spite of the judicious
teaching and example of the pastor, there was some excitement,
threatening the good name and order of the church. But, so far as
we can learn, the results have been only good. The whole church in
Japan needs pre-eminently the outpouring of God’s spirit upon the
hearts of believers.

The Work of the Y. Al C. A—The Y. M. C. A, has found 2
wide and effectual doorin Japan. Young men in astonishing numbers
are found in all the churches. In all activity they are at the head.
Our pastors and elders are young. The activity, the prominence and
leadership of young men in all departments of life is one of the most
characteristic features of modern Japan. With all the church work,
it would seem that there was no need for further organization. Bug




