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No country on the face of the globe has become the possession ci the
Anglo-Saxon race with as littie ioss of liffe to, the coionist as lias the island
continent off Australia. Tho upon the flrst appearance of the paleface the
swarthy chidrein of the bush ]lave been roused to antagonism, and the
lonely settier, ustially a sheplierd, lias soinctimes paid forfeit off bis life ii
fiilfihliîîg bis avocations, yet in a very littie whlîe the aboriginal bas becoîne
pacifie in bis attitude and glad, in return for such smnall recompenses as
flour, meat, and tobacco, to hielp his new master mith the flock or blis mas-
ter's wife iii the ienial duties off the homne. In the aggregate the loss of
life wvhichli as attcnded the occupancy off the beantiful and fertile parts of
Southern and Eastern Australia bas «been very sînall.

On the other hand, tlic eariy settiers, in their reprisais for cattie speared
or shepht;rds inurdercd, frequently treated the blacks with rutlîless crnieity
and injustice. The guilty and the innocent alike feul before the rifle.
Whoie tribes were swept away, partly siain in revengo and partly by the
adoption off the white îrna's vices ere any work off evangrelization coîîld be
effectively donc.

When at length the work wvas initiatcd, their vocabularies were fourni
to be so destitute off w'ords suited to express Divine thoughts that " pigeoii
Enghish" had to, be used in order to instil the simpiest facts off a icligiuiis
kind. It was inconceivable thiat Clîristians could sc these children of the
-%vilds pass away froin the lands which were naturally tijeir owni w-ithout aul
eîîdeavor to give thîem the Gospel ; and some off the earliest settiers soughit,
not without distinct encouragement, to illuininate wvit1î the liit off trLîtt
their gross darkness.

The notions off the aboriginals off Australia about the supernatiral are
exceedingiy crude, and it is afflriîied by some that, tlîey ]lave no proper
objeet off worshiip. lnicshythe spirit off cvii is ail object off dread, and
consequentiy thîey arc in a state off constant fear. The sliadows of the
night are believcd to be haunted by deinons who, thîey say, :attack ail
natives %vho corne in their way. Af tcr dark thcy ivili fot move withîoUt a
fire stick as a protection against tlieir inalignity. They are full off sup)er-
stition, and believe in witchcraft.

Arnong, the earliest efforts made to, systematically evahigelize them %vas
a mission ii New Southî Wales, on the shores off Lake Macqîîarie. The
Rev. 'Mr. Thrclkeld was for years tlîeir missionary, and was succeeded by
the Rev. William Ridley, MN.A., a scblolarly mn whose philological labors
in connection with the aboriginals off New South Wales rnust ho of permai-
lient value to those who wish to study the tongue off an extinet race.

Twenity-flve years ago the wvriter saw ail that remained off tlîat earliest
effort to, systematically rcach these childrcîî off the wilds iii the shapje of a
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