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u:;e: And when fucts are widely diffused aa-the coms-|— But the traffic has-not contented-itself wi!h--eﬁbr;;;o

- uvion &irg whighi prove that more vice, crime, paupevism
anf tersible inisery, result from this traffic than fron;«
+gddgther ‘known causes, let us' give no heed to those
- dntarsgted entagonists whose. new foand sensibility is
~ a:deeply touched for the imperilled +ights and liberties
of *British subjects. This tallt about. despotism ir
Aausesus—coming {rom the advocatesof a traffic tha}
~ ks forced millious under the ycke of the most acz
cutsed mavery which the world ever knew., Wh
talks of despotism, when thieves, burglars, und mur;
derers'hee immured1 And who shali babble of dest
- potlsm when that trafficis repressed which is fhe ex!
citing causs of the wildest crimes that penal.lawg
sre made to'punish | Let nto such traffic swwhine about
itgwighe! It has no rights. For who baw the right,
in the reckless pursuit of unrighteous gain, to deal oyt
provocativns to mutdey, ‘burglary,-thett, and riot—to
.E“P(,‘he.‘ moral»iky. intelligance, and industry of our
¥ fsémri'&n‘)exi; satlthey come ss famine-stricken pau-
IFBIONIT n . .
‘agg lg ilir' ivorkhouse—and to send into the homes of
“sur land mire’ wretchedness than the world has ever
}E%x\rf?' Rights and- liberties belong to thase who
Dritg gggd “works and uses to the worid-—not to that
o, chqh: iarks ite presence and its course by scenes of
D "l’fc{ésp]xz(ion. And this principle has become more
.than atHeory, for we have stripped the traffic of its so-
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‘peace.. Tho theory bas becume a fact, and s
d {2 1aw. And, doubtless, ae that solid public

EANLEEE
ion accumulates which, at last,

nion accun : gives law 1o the
ls}a;ixr‘e, the right end the liberty to attempt to con-
éghi%is}_and_ into the I}abitation of criminals, luna.
cs, and peiipers, will some day be couuted 2mong the
0s}.carjous anomalies of our country’s history.
-+r.gBit s we have not been able to spcure and reulise
vevenithis indtalment of our full clhaim without difficulty
vanditipposition. . To pass the law was not the most
Gifficulttpart of the procedurs. Its executicn has been
~phstegcidd with all that perverted Ingenuity which
nwalirfeald lnivyers pluce at the service of hard-pres-
1;#b8 cliehts, ~without . asking inconvenient questions
.&8to thd righteousness of their cause. In the law-
. dourts fhese lepal quibblers have attempted to throw
* daet id the eyes of common sense, and to neutralise
. lvw by forcing upon 1ho courts misconstructions
“ofits phrases. Talk of the elasticity of caoutchouc or
theconscienee~—both are thrown into the shade by
‘the powers of expansion possessed by that unforiunate
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éa'(z'g_égm Rollute the day which s sacred to rest|,

neutraliss the law by Jegal wid—it has utteted, though
the nawspapers, the base'coin of-bad argument in sup-
post.of & worse causs, Even editdrial’ coddiutors have
not been wanting to write lerders, whosd grandesr of
phrnss could not hide. their poverty of reason. The
Scatsmnon sapiently affirms that the result of this awt
will not be a diminution uf drunkennéss, but a Fig.
phs trunsierence of the proéuss of intokication: from
the publicto the private house. Why, then, this wing-
ing, these contortions? . Why this prolonged howl
about despotism, raised by the traffic againt'ss act
which, by the publicnn’s own showing, do' dkem o
barm? [f the liqueride consumedy 3t inust be.sold; if
consumed in the same quantity, it must Le sbld in the
sume guantity ; and if there. be no diminution in the
quantity sold, there can be'uons i’ the profits of ths
seller.  What a singular insanity of patriotism, then,
moust bave seizedathe' traffic, to . induce it to raise thie
 dismal-waill about .an act which gives them a holiday
without diminishing. theis profits? Confess that the
act bag altuined its object, or that’the traffid is a sub-
ject for Hatwell. - We leave the Scotsman impaled on
ond of the horns ofithis dilemma (he <an choose the
precise hora at his lsisure), and would whisper to the
advocste to get a-bettbr case, ortoithe clients to . se.
cure a better advocate: 3 " o
Nor Has this traffic-altogether shrunk from the light
of that public opinien which it is so ill Hifed to “bear.,
Public meetings * of the trade” have bzen called, to
enlighten the comntbnity as to' their wrongs nd 'to
agsert their rights. * At a meeting of thé fratérnity
lately held hefe, statements Were made " curiously iu.
dicative of the state of feeling. - One poor gentiamen
complained that * they hud ruined the 5ifl with

‘ ith apathy,
but they were now feeling the™ pressire of. thé screw.”
Another thought “¢2 &7eat deal of good “_r;‘xi{s‘h’tf yét be
done to ease its application to epirit dealers]’ {strgnge
conception of thé Znaturécof * good I to get Tiberfy to
deal out that which deadens the moral sense,, de-
thrones reason, and provokes into activity the  yorat
passions ; and this, too, on the Sabbath ddy l)'_ An-
other; in an excess of c&ndour, said 'that ¢“lhey were

ijust covering up the sore.”” What, then, the trafiékers

being witnesses, their occupation is a “sare”! | Yea,
a festering, gangrened, loathsome sore, eating intq the
very heart of the nation, and spreading it infection
through every fibre of the social man, The same can-
did gentleman afiirmed that ** Sunday drinkihg would
never be put down unless the persons indulging in it

phidse  bona fide traveller.” “If aman walked a
«nile from vne part of atown to another, did he not
triyel? was he not a bona fids traveller 1 coirld be rot
<laim bis quantum of whisky at the first publicto re.
fresh his pihayisted frame 77

were confined Irom eleven o’clock on Saturday night
unul Monday moraing.” How wzus ! of the drink be
accessible. Te this debased and unmanly coaditios,

Bui common sense as.|tothie utter want of control.over. 2 diseased appetite,

serted itself against legal sophistry, and we are gladihas the traffic reduced thousands in this island,~—tbat,
to reoord that in our city, at least, the fallacies putlot two aliernatives, ane must be adooted ta yescus
forth-hy foreasic audacity have not prevented the stea- | them from the temptation that allures.them to destruc.
dgand vigorous execution of the law. Every one|tion,—either wo must place-the victims under. res-
kaows what this disputed phrase reclly meafls, and its Itraint, or abolish the traffic which makes esll-control
sméading only ceases to he plaid afier o lawyer bhas!impessible. Which alternative is to.be accepledby s
given bis lucid explanation. But we shall do wisely|government which aims to promote the.moral, intel-
to Isave the phrase as it stands, permitting the commion | lectual, and social elevation of the pepple, who can
-sonse of judges and magistrates, supported by an en. doubt? And thus it was throughout this notabls ot
lightened pubdic opinion, to give to it that definition | tempt to veneer the defecis of a bad case.

-which it wae the clear intention of the Isgislature it
shuyld-bear.
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But did any doubts exist in the miinds of the friende
of legislative suppression—not as to the righteousness,



