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Buying a Convert. )

(From the Railway Advecate and Register.)
. 5 ono of the villages on the west side of the Hudson, lived,
a.°, for aught I know, lives now, a personage familiarly known
lo'every body in that vicinity by the name of Moss ; indced, I
may say it was not until I had often met with him in iy rambles,
that I seemed to be aware that he had sny additions] cognomen,

Nuw,Mose was what somoe called ‘a high boy,’ the auntizsaround
there werc unanitnous m tho sentiment that he was **a quoer
entter.” 1t was very cleur that he had no fixed rules of living,
ahd, although he hud a little flamily which he cught tohiuve taken
wome intorest in, he managed to have his time pretty much at his
.owii command. A glance at the entire man was enough to show
that fie was no smouch at the bottle.  In truth, he wus fairly en.
‘Uitled to hunarary memberslup in the ‘Tippler’s Society.  {ie had !
a¥idently attained jhe Scarlet degree in that ancient order, and
wore his blushing honors at all times with becoming digmty.

“Pho fital time ever I saw this worthy was while I wos strolling

with & friend alongu soltary lane just ubout night fatl. Ho was
silting comfortably elevated on a rail fence.  As wo came near he
-sutig out, or rather cronked, ¢ Huilo there, you, what sre you
after down this way~—want to steal iy cherrics I” We assurod
i1 him we hud no design upon his fruit, and afier a few respectful
gl wurds un our purt, he remarked with a husky chuckle, ©* Well, go
Bl alicad, boys, only let things alune.”
. .On enquiry we soon (ound that wo had enjoyed the honor of
I an intecview with ¢ old Mose 5" but rematked Aunt Hanoah,
‘©the eritter won't hurt nobody, only when he’s crazy drunk ho's
wather ugly to get alony with, otherways I'wouldn't want a cleverer
“entter We learned that Mose, thongh invarmbly ¢ tight,” would
‘vieesionally go n for an extra blow cut, and at such t mes, being
abmad, muscular man, would prove himsclf, when :nterfered
with, a somewhat troublesoine customer,

At tius timo there was very little hieard in that scct.omn about
“temperance.  After the day’s work, the tavern was a favorite
Jounging place, und this was so much 1 malier of course that ne
body seemned ta care about 1t.  "I'o be sure, when instances of the
:utidae enforcement of fumily direipline occurred, there was a stir
H amangst the folks, and the Squire would dispense to uncle Reuben
f ot unzle Peler a friendly word of castion and advice, and used to
B wind up with the expression of his opinion that ¢ they had better
E latliqa o alono altugother, il they didn’t know how to uso it.”

E Well, things were in thia way when some ball dozon of the
¥ leading men in the place conceived the idea of staring a tempor-
f ance movement, and accotdingly invited some friends of the
. csuse o addrexs the secting.  “Phewr labars were uttended ut
j. fisst, apparently, wuth little or no good. At the very first tup of
} tie drom, our friend Mose was on hus feet.  He leoked upon the
f procecdings as an unwarrsatable snvasion of the prescriptive
E privileges of the drinking community, and was determned to re-
R stat it.

g Accordingly, at tho first gathcring he wss on hand, and listened
gi!h exemplary attention.—~The arguments adduced faricd, how-
i ever, to carry conviction to his mind, and at the close of the mecting
} Botouk the liberty of giving his own pecubiar views upnn the 2ub-
et Elis remarks in detait it is not worth while to gwve. It
b sulficient tosuy that they were, as niay bo readily supposed, decid.
edly in oppesition to the new niwvement : and he wound ap by

j expressing it as his opwnion that them sanctificd Jooking black

any bueiness, und not como there meddling with things that did
nut concern them

Moso was the lon among the bruisers that night, and conse.
quently reeled homewards most gloriously fuddled.

From what haibeen said, it may bo thought that Mose was an
unmitigeted, stupid sot. Not so; with ull lis roughness he pos.
sessed a kind heart, and no ono was more ready to do all hecould
for a neighbor :n difficulty than himself. He was a man that
conld think, too, atthough his long and constant indulgence in
the accursed poison had given him an appearance of stelidity, and
it was a oun on saying that * any one that would take old Moro
for o faol, would find himself mighuly deceived.” .

It so happoned that tho next afternoon, while Mose was*'dving
chores” around his garden, one of the visitors, sccompanied by
Squire Smith, passed along, and the trio were at once engaged in
a good natured chat, .

* I suppose, Squire,” snid Mose, ¢ you calculated to catch this
covey ;vilh your cold water and tea lcaves, bul it we'nt no go,
was it 7"

«« Oh,” rephed the Squire laughing, * it wasn’t you, f;icnq Mose,
in particulur ; wo want to stop people from drnking this miserable
rum, for we kuow iv's killing them. It is very trio we should hke
to have your help ; and I guess we'll getit yet.”

% Not as you knows on, Squiro, uin’t to be had, you will have
to try somewhere olge."” o

« Now, my good neighbor, do not be offended if Task i itis
pessible that you are such u slave to the rum bottle thut you eannot
let it alone I .

Mose with althis faults had a good shase of solf esteem, and
was over quick to resent any imputation against his manlness.
* Lonk here,” Squire, he exclaimed, ¢ T am no morca slave than
yoursolf. I think it more thun hikely you can take a good horn
yourself behind the door. [ take it above board—nu sncaking
about me. I'll do as I plcase, I'll drink when I want to, and let
it alone whon ¥ don’t.”

-« Neighbor Blauvelt,”’ rejninod the Squire, solemaly, ¢ for the
last five ycars not a drap of any mtoxicaling drink has passed
thesc lips. 1 am a free inan, and, by the help of God, T menn to
remain such.  And allow e to suy that nothing could rejoice me
more than for you and I to stand side by side un this platform.
We want your ussistznce, and wo want your influence.”

Mase was evidontly touched.  Passing his band thoughtfuily
over his ewarthy brow, he said, ¢ Well Squire, (1] tell you: you
are rich—full and plenty— sothing to bother you. Hero 1 am
plagued to death sometimes how to get along.  When I have
paid my reat and grocery Will, [ haven't a dollar left.  Its just
from hand to mouth with me. A fellow must have a little com.
fort, you know ; and when 1 get a thinking about things, it scems
as if & httle drop dves mo good "

« None at all, friecnd Blauveit, none at all.  On the contrary,
the vory cffect of hiquor is to unfit a man for every thing. 1have
no doubt if you would give it up entirely, you would find after
paying necessary expenses, that you had a pocket full of money
besides.”

O, well,” replied Mose,  I'll think of it 5 but Irather think
gow'll find it pretty tough work to makea cold water man of
me."”

In epito of himeelf, Boscs Blauvelt could not help tarning the
conversation over in his mind.  The manncr of both gentlzmen

tosts had botter go iome, and sund their busiuess,it they had

e —

had been so friondly and respoctiul that it had been appealed to.
fio could not bearthe inmmnyation that ho was a slavo to ade.




