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oppusile intheir natureand operation. Two
umportant families in the great Chustian
community, who might have lived peace-
fully under different roofs, and maintained
a friendly intercourse with each other,
have been brought beneath the same roof,
and yet without an entire incorporation. —
Contact has not produced real union, except
in a comparatively few instances: on the
contrary, original differonces of opinions
and prejudices in relation to the principles
of government and order, in many points
of great practical moment, have, fora num-
ber of years, been widening i+ stead of nar-
rowing—and those who avowd have been
friendly as neighboms, have, at last, by be-
ing forced togethcrin the same dwelling,
after many and painful conflicts, furnished
abundant evidence of the necessity of sume
effectual remedy. We cannot counsent to
meet any longer upon the floors of the se-
veral judicatories, to contend against the vi-
sible inroads of a systewr, which,whetherso
designed or nat, 8 cuppling our energies,
and which, by obvivus but covert advances,
IMenaces our very existence. We are in
danger of being driven out from the home
of our childhood.

While, however, we complain and testify
against the operations of this unnatural, un.
wise, and unconstitutional alliance just re-
ferred to, we wish 1t to be distinctly under-
stood that we do it, chiefly because of our
sincerc behef that the doctrinal purity of
our ancient Confession of Faith 18 endan-
gered, and not because of the preferences
we have for a particular system of mere
church government and disciphne. We
hold the latter to be important mainly from
their relation to the former. Hence, we
wish it to be distinctly understood, that e
have not, nor do we wish to have, any con-
troversy with the systemn of Congregational
<hurch government upon its own terntory.
Towards the churches of New England,
which stand fast in the faith once delivered
to the sants—towards the distinguished
and excellent brethren in the Lord 1n those
churches, whe are now testifying against
the errors which are troubling them, as they
are troubling us, we entertan the most fra-
ternal esteem and affection.  Let there be
no strfe between us: and there will be
none, so lung as there 19 no effort ade by
cither body %o intrude upon the dumestic
concerns of the other.  We want 1o tore
than to be allowed the fair and umimpeded
action of our own ecclesiastical principles.
We dcsire tn stand upon our own responsi-
bilty, and not to be made involuntary sha-
rers1n the responsibility of other bodies and
systema of action, with which we cannct

tua

entirely harmonize, Wo desire to perform
our Master’'s work upon prnciples which
we prefer, because they aro the first princi-
ples of our own ecclesiastical system of
government—recogmaing at every step the
propriety and necessity of respunsibility,
and refusing to commit 10 any tnau, ot body
of men,large and important trusts, without
the nght of review, contrul, and, if uceds
be, speedy conection.

These being our views, wo earnestly
urge upon the attention of the Assembly,
the follnwing items of reform,

I. Wiule we wish to maintsin as heretu-
fore, . frendly correspondence and ntes-
change of annual wvisits, with the evangeli-
cal essociativns of New England, we are
anxiously looking to the Geneial Asseinbly
in the hope and belief thatat will take wito
immediate consideration the plan of umvn
adopted by the Assembdly ot [ovl, (S2e Di-
gest, p. 297, 205)—and that 1t will perceive
In the original unconstitutionality and pre-
selt peraicious aperations of that plan, 1ea.
sons for its immediate abrogation.

2. While we desire that uo body of Chiris-
tian men of other denonunations, should be
preveated {rom choosing their own plans of
Joing good, and while we claim nv nght to
complain, should they excced us in encryy
and zeal, we belicve, that facts too tamiliar
to need repetition Lere, warrant us in at-
firtning that the organizations and operations
of the so called Amencan Home Missionary
Society, and American Education Societs,
and their branches of whatever naine,are ex-
ceedingly injurious to the peace and purity
of the Presbyterian Church. We recom-
mend accordingly, that they should be dis-
countenanced, and their operations as far as
possible prevented, within our ecclesiasticat
limits.

3. We believe that every Church, Pees-
bytery, of Synod now tn nominal connec-
tion with this Asserably, but which is no.
organized on Presbyterian principles, should
be imwediately brought mmto order, dissul-
ved, or disconnccted from the Presuytcria.
Chucch.

4. We helieve that it is highly iniportant
that, at the present ticne, Presvyteties shouly
Le directed to examine heaccturward ali
licentiates and winisters applying for adunns-
<ion froin other denominauuns, on the suu-
jects of theology aud chiusch government, a«
well as personalnety and muusterial yual.l
cations, and to require of them an exphic:
adoption of the Counfession of Faith, ar.!
Forin of Government.

5. We desire that unmediate measures
be taken, in order that such members of
any Presbyters 23 hoid 293 of the criors, or



