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Chiny's Williong,

@'E are accustomed to hear that the

population of China is “about four
hundred millions,” but as there has begn no
complete Government census taken for many
years, and as it is extremely difficult to get
correct returns, owing 1o the unwillingness
of the masses to have their assessments
increased, the ablest stalisticians are far

many more hundreds of millions must go to
their graves before Christendom responds
as if: should to the wail? How many more
millions of children are to be born of heathen
parents —The present natural inovease of
the population is said to he at the rate of
two millions and a half annually ! '

The following table illustrates the discrop-
ancy referred to and will e otherwise
usetul for reference.
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;our reach. The highest estimate we have
" 'met with is that quoted by his brother-in-
.;law, Mr. B. Broomhall, Secretary of the

‘China Inland Mission, from the last edition

.of the ‘‘ Statesman’s year-book ” (1889). As
.. betiveen the two of course we do not pre-

‘sume to decide, only remarking that Mr.

, Broomhall’s figures, eorrespond very nearly

,with those given in the ‘Encyclopedia

Brittanica,’ ‘Appleton’s Gazetteer,’ and other

recent authorities,while Mr. Taylor's ertimate

'15 1562 millions less! Adding fifty millions

-for the above named dependencies (which

'is a low estimate) there seems toc be good

.ground for believing that 400,000,000 is
. 'rather under than over the mark for the

+whole-of the “ Celestial Empire.”

.." Whatever be the exact numbers, in look-

_ing at China from the missionary standpoint

,we aro face.to face with the astounding fact
_sthat here is. nearly one-third of the whole

» human-family—dying at the rate of thirty-
.y three. thousand a day! A million a.month;
..itwelve millions-a year! An intellectualrace

% .| of -people, educated, civilized, receptive;

'still sitting in darkness—waiting for the
, proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
«tow--much longer must they wait? How

There are, it is trus, some thirty-five or
forty missionary societies at work in China ;
among them they have a tliousand ordained
foreign missionaries who have gathered inte
the churches some thirty-five thousand com-
municants. But what are they among so
many? It would require jforty #housand
missionaries, allowing ten thousand ad-
herents to each! China will never be con-
verted by foreigners. The task is too
gigantic. Rev. Dr. Williamson in s
address before the London Missionary
Council says:—

“We: can never, humanly speaking, Christ-~
ianize China on the present system. Wo have
neither funds nor forcessufficient. . . . Ouar

resent method is self-destructive. The
hinese won’t have it. . . . We must lay
gside denominationalism. The watchword
for China is,—One native common union
church in China—Tre Carsese CaURCE OF GOD.”

2 Heur of Grare,

QH.:E. prevailing note in all the * Mission-
ary Meetings ” of the present year haa

been a hopeful note—confidence, resoluts



