THE PRESBYTERTIAN.

against the audacity of unscrupnlous criticism,
only ventured to indicate the ordanization
and the formalities with which it would b pre-
pared to meet a concession of new power from
the Goverament of this Realm  We now
hnow what we may expect if these powers
are granted.  The Irish Resolutions are con-

aved an the unconditional and peremptory
tone.
brace every thing. They demand unlimited
power for the priesthood 1 the absolute diree-
tion of schools, colleges, and nuniversities : the
right of setting up insuperable bars against all
dissentients © an indefinite interference with
eases aud other 1vdustrial arrangements, n
behalf of tenants and labourers; and, above
all, the reversal not only of particular Acts of
the Britishor the Irish Parliament, but of centur-
ies of legislation, on the gronnd of nullity by
reason of injustice. This iz done in a tone
which defies compromisze, which refuses com-
pensation or equrvident, and which will not be
satisfied unless exueme vengeance be added to
satficient redress.  Vietory, not its fruits, are
desired.  Nor i> it the Church Establishment
alone that 1s openly menaced, “the Catholic
<hurch in Irelan i Envland is told has a
right to all the property and revenue of which
it has becu unjastly deprived.  The debt, it is
evident, and imwdeed fmphed, will never he
paid or the mexorable ereditor satisfied till the
abbey lands and the absolute tithe of the pro-
duce ofall Ireland L2 red laimed notonly from the
Protestant clergy. but also trom the landown-
crs, and from the persons now let off so easily
on the payment of small reatcharges. If all
this legislation, which certainly at the time
had the concurvence of all parties, is 1o be re-
versed, anl every pullic act tawmted with in-
Jastice is only wating a declaration of its nul-
lity, there is nothing before us bat to write his-
tory back again. aud 4nd out in the oldest re-
cords of Ireland the state of tinngs to which
we must return. That this consummation, or
rather original, would be entirely to the taste
and conveatence ui these revivalists we ven-
ture o doubt; for we cannot accept a3 an his-
torigit} fact that the Protestant Establishment
s the fountain hiead to which are 16 be traced
all the waters of bitterness which poizon the
relations of hfe an Ireland.  History tells us
<omething of the <iate ot things there hefore
the days of Henry VI, and even of Strong-
vow, and if it is o be trasted, there never was
a time when the waters of bitterness were not
flowing there, amd had not a rather bloodstain-
=4 hue, whatever the fountain-head.

There is a circumstance in this procceding
which cither cscaves the notice of these high-
minded and high-fiving ccc'esastics, or which
they knowingly slur over. By whom and be-
fore whom is the gauntlet thus thrown down ?
The only recognized power in this country is
Parliament, in which Ireland is well represent-
ed. Ireland has n far larger share of the re-
preseatation w proportion to its numbers than
this metropolis, than any of our first class
citics or most important and populous coun-
ties. No other cqual population cah pretend
10 have had so much weight at the most eriti-
cal periods of our Parlimentary history. Ire-
land has its full share of patronage, and there
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in nrobably not one Bishap¥assembled at the
Dablin mecting who would not be hetter able

f . .
to cbrain an appointment or other fitvour for a

[n principle, it not in tevms, they em- -

frrend than any Protestant Bishop of either
islazd or most English gentlemen. But the
pomt we jnsis on is. that the only governing
wower in tuis vealm is elected by all of us, and
reprezents all of us, and is quite as much the
creation of the-e Bishops themselves as of any
other Lidy of men or portion of the public.
Woean understanda Christian martyr defying
a Pagan Emperor; we can understand a pro-
ci.eo or a nationality prociaiming its waats or
1 wrongs in the face of the Power that sim-
Py pozsesses and rales it. But Englai i does
no® pozzess [reland, orruleit, except in a sense
in which Ireland has often ruled England—
that is, by turning the political scale. Year
by vear national differernces, national inequal-
ities nnd, with them, those of a religious char-
acter, hive minished and disappeared, till we
are come to a real fusion and substantial uaity,
oniy excerded across the Atlantic or in the
Sothera Hemisphere.  There is no community
composod of several ancient races, so much one
socially and politically, as this of ours. con-
stitating the British public.  Itis to this body,
congizting of themselves as much as any other
persons, that this appeal is made. The appeal
is to themselves as much as to any twenty
Fuaglishmen, Irishmen, Scotchmen, or Welsh-
men. 0! courze, we fully admit the right of
any number of British subjects 1o combine for
the efectual declaration of their opinions or
prosecution of their interests, or for any ob-
ject th. o may think just and adequate. But
what pretence is there for the adoption of a
styie and ton only justifiable in the case of
those who finve no constitatienal means of rizht-
ing themselves?  The authors, their predeces-
<ors, and their co-religionists have been play-
ing the game of politics with great spirit, ard
no little succe-s, for all this century at least.
They certainly have been wiser in their gener-
atien, and have done more for themselves in
the apen arena of the Tmperial Parliament, than
the Established Churchhaz, whether in Ireland

! or in England, vot to speak of the Established

Churchof Scotla :d.  They haveachieved much,
hothas alliesand asprinecipals, and haveexcited
nnt only the dizgust. but even the envy of less
saccessful religionists. For thisweblamethem
not. They are full entitled to all they can win
in this field.  But when they put on the aspect
and tone of victims, marivrs, and confussors,
and tell & tale of suflerings going no one
kuows how fur hack, weaskagainst whomis this
declamation delivered and thisindictment fram-
cd ? Ttmust be against themselves asmuch as
against anybody clse or any other community.

The indictment does. indeed, fall on their
own heasls; for there can be no doubt that long
before this they would have obtained all theyx
ask for, if they had vot continuaily demanded
with threats, not without accompanying vio-
tence, what they might urge withdreason. But
they donotwish theviciory to be one of reason.
They wind up this very manifesto with a loud
innuendo that sceret socicties and open insur-
rection have their origin. and in a way their
justitication, in the endowment of the Protes-
tant Church and tbe fact of tenants being left



