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HALIFAX, SATURDAY, JAN. I, 1853

NEW YEAR'S DAY.

We heartily wish for ull our naders and suppor-
ters, that happiness may be their pertion, during the
New Year which begiox its course to-day,

It is a timo which the serious Christian will ever
seizo for deveut and gwily comsileration.  Io will
review tho past in huwility and velf abasenment, for all
its short cox;liugs. and in gratitude toan Mmizhty Be-
nefactor for its numberless mereies, spiritnal and tem-
poral.  And be will look forward tv the futuee, with
tho feelings of sobered expectation, which are dicta-
ted by experience of the chunzes and chances of
this mortal life.  He will remember ** thatall that
cometh i3 vanity. "—Reflecting that in the last year
the grave has closed over the great, thy rich, the
healthy and the beautiful, he will not boast hims it
in the secure possession of any of these things, but
will pray that he may sit loose to the things of a tran-
sitory world—and be realy to strike his tent at a
** moment’s warning™ and begene toa ** city which
hath foundations, whese Builder and naker is God.”

On this day, also, the Church brings to the notice of
Lier members, the Circumcision of our blessed Lord,
on the cighth duy of his **tabernacling in the flesh.”
This ““obedicnco to tho Law for man™ may well

“claim our admiration and praise. And the prayer
which is put into our mouths te-day should ascend
from fervent hearts—namely—that God would grant
usthe true circuracision of the Spirit, that our hearts
and all our members being mertified from all worldly
and carnal lusts, we may inall things obey His bless-
ed will.”
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Friexes Inperp !—We have received a Jersey
Paperin which we find the following intercsting ac-
count of a meeting in that Isiand, in behalf of the
Mission of St. Margaret’s Bay, N. S,
MISSIONARY TEA PARTY IN ST. PETER'S

PARISH-HALL, IN BEHALF OF THE REV. J.

STANNAGE'S Mi1SSION, NOVA SCOTIA.

Oa Wedne-day evening, the 24th Nov the spacious
Parish-hall of St. Peter's, was once more filled witha
hizhly respectable assemblage of ladies and zentlemen
who bave for many years, taken an interest in Mr.
Stannage’s Mission, “under the kind auspices of the
Rector of the Parish.

This was the fifth Annual Meeting which has taken
place ia this hall, with a view to second the efforts of
a Clergyman, a native of the 1sland, acting as Mission-
ary among the poor fishermen of onve of 1he roughest
sHores of North America. The company bepan to as-
semble at 5 o'clock ; thero were present about 160 ladies
and 30 gentlemen ; amongst whom we noticed  the
Very Rev. the Dean, and his lady, with several of the
leading mentry, and svn- 8 or 10 of the Clergy, in.
cluding Mr. Siannage, who i> now here on a two years'
leave of absence, for the restoration of his health. The
room was elegunly devorated with fesloons, crowns
and devices, in evergreens and flowers.

After tea the ladies sining round well lighted tables,
proceeded to the object of the evening, the manufac-
ture of 3 large number of articles of clothing, for the
benefit of this Mission. Soue 1nteresting speeches
were delivercd in the conrss of the evening by the
Dean, the Rector, and Mr. Advocate Marett 5 but the
principai -art was sustained by Mr. Stannage, himsell,
who addressed the mecting for about an hour, describe
ing in simple and affeciing Lainguage the trials aud dif-
ficulties he has had 10 contend with in the scene of his
Messionary operations, and the success which under God
has 2rowned his benerolent efforts. St Margaret's
By, the locality in quertion, is an inland Bay, situa.
ted about twenty miles from Halifax. Lo this mission
Mr. Siannage was appointed some 18 yearsago, by the
Socivte for the Propagation of the Gospel in "For-
oign Parts. At the first he met with much discourage.
ment; but his eventual success may be judged of by
the fact that he has suceceded 1n raising along the
shores o the Bay three Churches, and six Schools in
connection with the Church, in a neinhborbood where
the Guspel was scarcely hearl) of previous to hisarri-
vad amangst them. It was affecting to hear the Rev.
Gentleman  deseribo bis parting from his Sunday
Schioo! clilidren, and from his flock generally; they
were, he anid, © nrarly all in teary, so much so that to
visit thewm in their houses berame 100 painful; and as
many as could procure vebicles accompaniell us twelve
mile s in the woods on the day we loft,

The object of these annual meetings at St. Potor’s
has been 10 support the cffortsof this zcalous Minis.
r.

About ten o'clork the 100th Paghn being sung and
th¢ Ulesuny prenounced by the Dean, the mecting
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eepazated, apparently much deliskted witk thoir even-
H .

W are requested to stato thas any donation, vither
in work or in money, orany aticie” of Church furni-
ture, tor the benefit of this ‘Mis-inn, will be thankfully
received at the Rectories of St. Helier and St, Peter,
ur by the Rev J. Stannave, 4, Upper Val Plaisant.

The Rev. W, R. Cochran, Mr. Stannuge's Curate,
will sce to the dispoaal of the anticles, during the absence
of the latter trom the Parish,

Wehavo before had oceasion to notice seversl instane
cesof Christian benevolence vn the part of the woerthy
pPeople of Jerey, to the Mission of Mr. Stannae,
aud other parts of vur Provinee, and we trust bee
eoming gratitwede i3 felt for sueh disinterested kind-
ness. When those who have never seen our faves
in the flesh, and probably never will, shew thems
selves thus unwearied in well duing, in vur behalf,
surely it ough* to stimulute the slumbering zeal of
many mwongt onrelves, to support cur own institu-
tions, and expecially to contibute to the extension of
our Domestie Missionary aperations, by more liberal
donations to our Dicsesan Church Suciety, now the
legitimate channel by which the Churchmen of Nuva
Seotiashould * cast their bread upon the waters,™ and
give to the cause of Christ and His Churel, accord-
ing to the ability with which God has blessed them.

We had the satisfuction of officiating on Chiistmas
day and tle fullowing Suuday, in three of the four
neat Churches ut St. Marguret’s Bay, to good and
well erdered congregations.  On cach oceasion the
Lord’s Supper was adiinistered to apparently devout
communicants.  Twenty seven years had clapsed
sinco the writer had officiated in that region, and he
feels therefore qualified to speak, by comparison, of
the great and happy improvement manifest in the
religious condition of tbe settlements along the shores
of the Bay. At that period, there was but one un-
finished Church—no settled Minister, and but one
indifferent School, taught in a miserable school-house.
The pleasing contrast at the present time, is stated in
the article above, and has been in part effected by
the aid with which the gaod peaple of Jersey have
strengthened the bunds of the Mizsionary.

We make theso remarks as additiopal testimony
that their praiseworthy labours have not been * jn
vain inthe Lord,” and in the hope that thoy will not
yet ¢ withhold their hand,”” for there is still much to
be done, and especial need of help in consequenae
of the failure of industry and labour, on the lund
and on the water, for severd years past.
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65 We havereadily inserted the communication
of a ** Lover of the Psalms,” knowing tho esteemed
brother to be the last inan that would make captious
objections, and one of the furemost in attachment to
the order, discipline and Liturgy of the Church, in
which he isan cfficient minister.

We bad nothing to do with the compilation of the
“ Pealms anl Hymns,"” lately put forth in this Dio-
cese, but, in common with others, we rejoiced that
at last, after many years of talk on the subject,
uniformity in  this branch of Divine worship would
be sccared, by the setting forth, under competent
authority, of one Collection of Hymus to be used
in our Churches.

We believothat general satisfaction is folt with
the selection of these from the infinite multitude of
such compositions, in use arong various denominati-
ons.—As to the propricty of giving, not the whole,
but only portions of the pealme, our friend is aware
that the P. E. Churchin the U States has adopted the
same plan—morcover, it was desirable to have uni-
formity in regard tothe psalms, as well as the hymns,
which could only be arrived at by a selcction.—And
tho’ as ho obscerves, each clergyman is competent to
such a work, it was probably conside-ed, that it
would save him some trouble to have this done to his
hand,—and also, that the people, will thus more
readily find the vorses given out, than when they
wero obliged o refer to the whole of a long psalm for
the purpose.

We aro happy to hear that more than one third
of the cdition, lately published for this Diocese, has
been taken up—and orders are yot to come from

many of the country Parishes.
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Rarrroap Marrers.—We sce it stated by those

who aro suppoted to be well informed, that tho Hon.

Mr. Howo, durivg his recent visit to England, has
rucceedud in muking such armngements, both with
tho Government and with individual capitalists, as
will prepare the way for immediate and decisivo leg-
islation on tho :ubjcet of Ruilways. It istu Lo hoped
that the scason of scheming and talking has como to
aclose, and thut, when the Provineial Parliament

thall meet, ll porties will be ready to unite, as bay

beendene in Neve Brunswick, in whatever shall prove
tho best plan for securing to vur Provinee at the car
liest period, lines of Ruilway cast, west and north of
the Cupital, and thusat onee impart an offectual sti-
mulus to the prosperity of sur country, now so far
behind our neighhours.

Conrecriox.—When lately seconding the Lint of
a cledieal correxpondent as to brevity in the reports
of loeal D. C. 8. mectings, we bad no idea of their
beiny curtailed to the sall propurtions of those from
Dighy and Yarmeuth.  Wo think it would be inter
esting to see at least the Rerolutions adopted with the
nawes of movers and sceonders, and perhaps a brief
notice of the remurks of cavh. It is not easy to set
limits, bat wo shwuld say that ift the whole account
does not exeeed a columm, it will be suited to our
spaca, and will probably commaud a perusal.

=5 His Excellency the Lis nt. Governor, will hold
a Levee at Government Mawe this dny at One
o'clock.
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Seientific. Co.dridutions tocards the Improvement of

Agriculture in Nova Seotia, by J. W. Iaeson, Super-

irdendunt of” Education in’ Nove Scofit, Corr. Mem.

of dcadesny of Nat. Scirnce, Philadelphia.  Pictou,

J. Dcson & Son. Price 1s. 84., aliberal allowance

o Booksellers,

Tr:k above is the modest titlo of a neatly got up
pamphlet of 100 pages, which nus been courteously
sent to us by it esteemed author. W have not had
sufficient opportunity for giving it more than a cur-
sory perusal, but even that iz enough to warrant the
assertion,thatit is a very valuable contribution to the
great Brauch of our public prosperity which it is de-
signed to promote.  We have, on more occasions than
one, had the pleasure of calling attention to the ser-
vicas rendered to the public by this gitted individual
in reference to the Iidueational interests of the coun-
try—sorvices which we fear are but imperfectly appre-
ciated.

It appears from the work before us, that not content
merely to confine himself, when on his Educational
tours, to the dutizs absolutely required of him in that
capacity, he seized the opportunity for collecting such
information, as might lead to tie scientific improve-
ment of the Agriculture of the Province.

Tho result is embodied in the publication now is-
sucd, which treats of the different soils of the coun-
try, the various descriptions of grain and other pro.
ductions, the management of manures, fruit trees,
&e. together with an interesting, and extended notice
of the numerous cnemies which so often destroy
the fruits of the carth, and blast the hopes of the
farmer.  There are also appended, some valuable
Meteorological tables, fora period of nine years, for
nished by H. Poore, Isqr., of the Albion Mines,
‘the most completo that have ever been published in
Nova Scetia.  Wo think the whole must prove an
important auxiliary to the practical Farmer, and the
Agrioultural Socictics throughout the Province will
do well to promote the great circulation of this pam-
phlet in their localitics. It is dedicated to His Ex-
cellency Stk Gasparp LeMarcuaxt.—We purpose
in future numbers, to extract from the work. In
the nican timo we subjoin some of its opening and
closing passages. .

* Qur Amiculture isin a transition state. It may in-~
different dutricts be found in all stagzes of advance-
ment, between the first rude attempts of the balflum-
berer-hall-farmer of -2 new country, and _an approach
to the formal anil scicntific hushandry which is neces-
sary to keep up the productiveness of old land. It -iy:
aleo in a critical state, for if the farmers in our older )
settlements persist in the wasteful metbods of culturd
which almost inevitably grow up in newly scitled ro- *
gious, they doom their 30ils toa gradual deterioration -
which must ulimately impoverish themselves and theix
tuccessors, detract from the reputation of the country*
and paralyso its growth. On the other hand jn theiyn

ondeavors to improve they are liable 1o be misled by
the falso lights of experiments mads and regorted with-




