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ish custom of washing before eating, Mat-
thew uses the word nipta, and speaks of |
it 2s a washing of the ‘hands; while :
Mark usesbaptizo in speaking of the same |
cugtom. When Orientais  come in from
the strect  to a meal, they do not bathe |
all over; they siniply have water poured
over their hands by a servant.  Baptizo
does not mean - lip,” It reres means ‘dip’
ag a primary and dominent sense. The
three stages of the word are ‘to merse’;
‘to lave or bathe’; ‘to bathe symbolicas-
ly.” Now suppose Church historians say
‘Yet nevertheless Christian baptism as a |
matter of fict was by dippinyg, 1 say,
Gentlemen what is your proof? Take ;
the instances of haptismin the New Tes-
tament, and sece if it is at all probable
that 3000 men were dipped in Jesusalem
in one day. Take theroad on which the :
Eunuch almost certainiy travelled, and
ask yourselves whether he was probably |
dipped onthat jom “y. Take the case
of the jailor at Phillippi ; was it probable |
that e was dipped that night in the pre-
cincts of Jdic jail ?

Go outside of the New
Clement gives you no comfort. The Did-
ache upsets the whole thing. It uses
the word baptism in just the sense for
which we contend. Itsays, for instance,
you may baptize by pouring. Now how
are you going to ‘dip’ by pouring?

Then take the Monumental testimony-:
Fresco in the Catacomb of Saint Callitus
(200 A. D.. according to De Rossi); Bap-
ismat Font at Ephesus ; Ravenna Mosiac,
5th century ; Greek Fonts in Palestine,
Thede all point not to submersion, as you
go back ; but it looks clearly as though !

eeper water was provided for as time
went on.

If you ask ‘How do you account for
immersion, if it is not Apostolic¢ I an-
swer, How do you account for Episco-
pacy, if it is not Apostolic? Simply as :
an historical developinent.

Al T contend for is that the idea of im-
mersion exclusively is not in the Word,
and that immersion exclusively is not
ir. carly Church History.

If any man says that dipping was ‘the’
primitive mode, I shall have to contra-
dict him. 1f he will let me substitute
‘&’ for ‘the,” we shall have no quarrel.
It was a primitive mode—not necessarily
the original mode, that it was so an
uu{)roved assertion.

Che whole thing in a nutshell is this :
Bapti-mos i3 genevic ; it is purification
inany one of severnl ways: by sprinkling,
by pouring, ov by immersion (sec Heb.
VI 2, ix. 10). The carliest representa
tion we have (Fresco in St. Callixtes) in-
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dicates that the vite was  then adininis-
tered, in some cases at least, by standin
in the water and having water pom‘cs
over the licad.

Confusion has arisen fromn the careless
usc of 4lip’ in the secondary scuse by
lexicographers and others, as a suflicient
vendering of baptizo, makmg it equivo-
lent to ‘immerse.” Now dip and merse
are not equivolent terms in the primary
s:nse of ‘dip’ This is the key to the
whole thing. I do not mean to yuestion
the conscientiousness of scholarvs, T re-
member the words of Coleridge : *Until

" you understand a man’s ignorance, pre-

sume yourself ignorant of his undetstand-
ing’ But@ must say thar to writea
word down, and to put ‘dip’ and ‘iin-
merse,” aud plunge’ in une line s its
equivalents, secs to me not scholuvly.

ETHIOPIAN JEWS,

One of the strangest peoples with whom
missionary enterprise has to do are the
Falashas, of Ethopia. They are black
Jews, about two hundred thousand in
number, living west of Jordau, who have
as their holy wiitings the Old Testament
in an Ethiopic version, and who stili rig-
idly adhere;to the Mosiac ceremonies and
laws. Undoubtedly they are uot of pure
Jewish descent, although to some extent
they are the children of Jewish immi-
grants, who, i the time of the sreat Dis-
persion, settled in Abyssinia and married
wives ol that nation—souething not
strange, as the Etliopians are Semtic in
vationality and language.

A prominent Geiman writer thinks
that they are mostly the descendants of
early Abyssinian proselytes—i. e. people
who early, and before the introduction of
Christianity, accepted the Mosiac system
of religion, and who did not, like the
majority of the Abyssinian people in the
third century, adopt Christianity, “ut
clung to their old faith. Their religious
literature does not seem to be very ex-
tensive. Halvey. the French Orientalist,
published, a few ycars ago, a collection of
their liturgical fermalus in Hebrew trans-
lation, entitled Les prieres des Falashas.

Missionary attempts were made among
these peculiar people by the Jesuits as
early asthe seventeenth century, but with
little success. and the receat endeavors of
the Basle Evangelical Society have also
been without tangible results. Twenty-
five years ago, when Dr. Stern first visit-
ed the highlands of Easi Airica, there
wag scarcely a Falasha who did not look
upon Christianity as a superstition, and
upon Christians as idolaters? but to-day



