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Regina,

Any person who was uequeinted with Regina
ag it wus two years ago or less, and who would
now pay & visit to the pluce, would cestainly be
surprised to find the change that has been made
oa every side. Reginu hus made a splendid
showing in building improvements within tho
last yoar.  Probably no other town in Cunada
of the sama population can show a better
record. Substantinl busincas blocks have been
arected to take the place of the light frame
structuies which have doue duty since the town
was first established, aud miny fino resitonces
also attest the solid progress the town is
making. Iu the summer of 1882 there were 0o
buildiags ta obstrucs the view aboue the open
plaia for miles around, aad the only siyn of the
¢ coming tide of civilizatinn aad sottlemeat was

the coostruction wark goiug on upon tae

railway, which was then being extended
rapidly across the uainhabited prairic. Now

Rogina looms up upon this plaia—s town

possessiug fine brick and stone business blocks,

comfortable residences, fiae schools, churches
of the leading devominations, electric light-
ing, etc.

Of the principal buildings put up this vear
we will first meution the fino solid stono and
brick warehouse erected by the Smith & Fergu.
sot Compavy. Tho size of this building is 56
feet frontage, by 9J feet deep, three storoys

-high, with basement. This building is st
class throughout. It has been coastructed
with a view to furnishiag the greatest coa-
vopnicnce, combined with elegance.  The
siaterior tinishing is of B-itish Columbia lumber
done in oil. The ground floor, which is divided
~into two stores, hss a fifteen feet coding, with
fine plate glass windows., Qae store on the
-grouud floor is used for the retail hardware
«department of the Smith & Ferguson Company,
-.and it makes one of the finest stores in C anada.
Winnipeg has nothing approaching it in
appearaace in this line of trade. The store
‘is furaished with a railway ladder on euch side,
for reaching the upper shelves, patent tool
- -rack, exhibition folding show cases, and tany
.other conveniouces. Stained glass windows

. ¥ :metlow the light and add to the appearance of

”

the store.  The manufucturing deparrmeot and
wholesale sample rooms arc on tho firat floor,

” which is reached by the elevator, and the third

0

floor is used for light storage, and a portiou for
a socioty lodge room. The building is heated
-, by furnace,

P. Lamont, books, stationery, music and

. faucy goods, uccupies the'other ground floor in

.the Smith & Fergason block, and he also has
. -the basemcot in this portion of the block. The
" description of the block already given will nake

- it evideat that Mr. Lamont has a very fise

store.  The store is now filied up with holiday
. stock, and presents an iaviting appearance.
" Another new structuro is the Williams &
“Ferguson block, a two storey solid brick build-
ing, with basoment. ‘This block is divided
‘into two stores, one apartment having a froat-
2ge of 27 feet by 85 deep.  This portion is now
oceupied by R. B. Williams, proprietor of the
* Glasgow Houso, with a large stock of goneral
merchandise. T. H. Miller is in charge of this
_ business. Tho other portion of tho block has a
. frontage of 27 feot, by 60 fect deep. This

o portion bns just been taken possession of by
- &£Xe C. Rogers, who commenced in- business in

- -'f’«gogina last spring, and has now found it
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vecossary to occupy larger quarters. Mr.
Rugers carries boots and shoes, clothing,
furnishingy, etc.

Anther building crected this svason is that
put up by C. H. Blach, and now occupied hy
hiwseif for his book and stativoery business.
Mr. Black was burned out ia tho fire last
March.  This fire, it may Le said, lod to the
erection of some of the new buildings in Regian
this year, but a number of themn wero plavned
before the firv oceurred. Mr. Black’s store is a
fine, two storey solid brick structure, and in it
ho carries a large stock in his line, including
also musical instruments, fancy lines, otc.

J F. Mowas, dealer 1 furaishings, boots and
shovs, ete., who was ulse burned out in the tire
of last apriog, now occupivs a fine store in the
new -Palmer house block—size, 25 by 54 feet.
Me. Mowaz lust heavily by the fire, his entire
stock having been destroyed, but this did ot
discourage him. He at once put in a new
stock, and ho now carrics about everything in
men's furnishings,

The new Palmer house building is now com.
pleted and occupied by the proprietors, E. & J.
Smith. This building has been erected on the
corner cite of the old Palwer house, which was
destioyed by the fire ot Just spring.  The new
structure is & great improvement on the old
one. Itisa two storey hrick building, having
u frontage of 92 feet on one street and 54 feet
on the other. It is all used for the hotel, with
the exception of the ground floor portion
ooccupicd by J. F. Mowat. This corner, being
opposite the railway depot, is s fine one fora
hotel. The house has 38 bed rooms.

Another fine building isthe Martia & Kddy
block on Searth street, the buildings previously
mentioned all being ou South Ruilway street.
This block is three storeys high, with base.
ment, and divided into two stores on the
grouad floor, Tho Y.M.C.A. occupy quarters
on ane of the upper floors ia this block,

The new Lansdowne hotel building is another
important addition to the business structures
of Regina. This building was erccted in the
summer of 1859, but it wus not completed and
occupicd till last spring. It has a frv atage of
100 feet on Searth street and 50 feer on South
Railway streot, three storeys high, with buse-
ment. The house is in cha-yge of F. Arnold,
who was also proprictor of the old Lans-
downe hotel, which bas been established in
Regina for years, The building is owned by
J. D. Sibbald. The house is nicely furnished
throughout, with parlors on each floor, has
large airy rooms, with high ceiling, electric
lighting, furnaco hesting, cte. The building is
kept clean and comfortable, and all the rooms
are warm. Fine commeorcial samplo rooms are
a special featuro of the house. There are 75
rooms.  So long as Regina has anything equal
to the Lansdowne, there need be no complaint
about the hotel accommodativn of the place.

In addition to the brick and stone business
places, a number of other buildings have been
crected.  Massey & Co. erected a large imple.
ment warchouse at Regina last spring. This
isa frame building sheated with iron C. J.
McCusker is the local manager for Massey & Co.,
and he reports hrving had a good season’s
tvade. D.J. Robertson, furniture dealer, start-
cd business last spring ina now framo building
on Scarth street. E. G. Collier, who started in
the grocery and confectionery trade about a
year ago, erected a now frame store the past

summer. Jus, Duncan, general dealer, who
also started in business about a year ago, has
erected a new frame stors or Broad street, into
which he has recently moved. Le Jeuno,
Smith & Co., have a brick building in course of
complution, which they will occupy sson, In
addition to the buitdings named, a good many
private residencos have been erected the past
season.

This is & good record for Regina, and speaks
well for the stability of the place, as tne build-
ings have about all been put up by resident
business men. In fact, Regina business mon
have been successful a8 a rule.  Sines ths town
was estublished there have been few failures.
I'he faitures of late years have been of parties
who came in without capital, and who only held
out for a short time Tho old firms, that have
been in business for a length of time, have done
well, and they show their faith in the future of
the placo by investing their capital in perma-
nent improvements,

Altogether, 1890 is the best year Regina has
over had in the matter of substantial building
improvements. Buildings erccted in previous
years were not of as substantial a character.
Scveral of the blocks put up this year were to
replace what may be termed the temporary
quarters occupied by the business men who
started io the early days of the town. Next
year there is a prospect of continued activity
in the building line. The Bink of Moatreal
have already tho foundation down for a new
bank building, and the superstructure will be
erccted next year. The location of this build.
ing is on Scarth street. I:is to be comploted
by October next. The building will bo solid
brick, three and o half swories above ground,
and will bo occupied by the bank alone. The
present location of the bank is some distance
from the business portion of the town, and the
change to the new location will be welcomed
by the business moa. The Bank of Montreal
is doing a good business at Regina, and J. A,
Paddon, the sociable manager, is popular with
the patrons of the bank. A registry office,
land office and new depot building are among
the probable buildings to be orected next
season.

J. D. Sibbald, the leading grain dealer, esti-
mates that about 200,000 bushels of wheat
will be marketed at Regioa from this crop,
besides oats and barley, which will be about
40 per ceat. more than list year. Unfortun.
ately the Regina roller flour mill was burned
last summer, but the elevator close by was
saved and is now being operated by Mr, Sib.
bald, who also does a p oduce and commitsion
business, handling goodsin car lots. His large
brick warchouse, extended some this year, is
now 157 feet long by 27 wide, two storeys and
basement.

The planiog mill, operated by J. R. Reilly
& Co., has had o busy senson, on account of the
amouut of building going on, zud future pros.
pects are good.

Win. Cruickshank, general merchant, one
of the old-timers of Regina, has recently made
a change in his business by admittieg a partner
in the person of Thos. Ptolmy. Style now
Wm. Cruickshank & ‘o,

Tinning & Hoskine occupy a fine brick atoro
on the corner of Scarth and South Railway
streots, erected in 1889, They carry » fine
stock of general merchandise.

R. B. Forguson, who is also one of the old
timers of Regioa, is workiog up a fine trado in



