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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The wife of the ¢ millionsire Chicago Congressman,” Mre. Abner Taylor,
As a result that very intcresting femi-
nine under-garment, the petticoat, is sometimeos to be seen attending sessions,
of Congiess. Mzrs, Taylor wishes 1o have a Cobgressional petticoat, and
therefora the furbelowed garment is being banded around to have inscribed
ppon it the antograph of every Congreesman and Senator. The garment
will doubtless become historic, but Mr. Taylor, thoogh now overshadowed
by his wealth and by the petticoat frills, may yet awake to the mirth-pro.
*, gucing aspect of his wife's foible, and by moral sussion may lure her back
to the comparatively harmless yet similar task of patching together album
. quilts,
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An interesting experiment in itrigation is beiog tried in the Pecos Valley,
New Mexico. The Pecos River flows for some distance through a natural
gorge in o limestone foundation, and, while the flow of water is great, the
river has hitherto been of little benefit to the agriculturists of the adjacent
valley, A dam hss now been bailt across the river, forming a lake seven
tniles long and two miles wide. From this lake the water 18 carried by a
main csnal to the heart of the farming country, and ditches are dug from
" ..thisinevery direction, each ditchtbeing protected by a water-gate, so that

. vthe farmer may regulste the amount of water let in. Maey hundreds of
- ;s actes of formerly arid laud are now profittiog by the experiment, and it
"§ is estimated 1hat 700,000 acres will shortly be made productive,

L% There is a prospect that another wonder will shortly be added to those
- 724 slready on the planet, Mr. Bernstein, a noted banker of New York, is con-
7} fident that io less than three years he will succeed in laying a poecumatic
tube across the Atlaotic by means of which three daily mnils may be
received in both England and America, There is at this time a pneumatic
tube in operation between London and Liverpool. Darisg the World's
Fair another will be in operation between Chicsgo and St. Louis, which it
is expected will capture the attention of business man. The cost of the sub-
Atlantic tube is cstimated at 825,000,000, half of which amount has already
been subscnbed.  When the tube 1s completed it is expected that branch
tubes will conpect all towns and cities wath tho tube termmni.  The scheme,

although a vast one, is not improbable, and its originator is & shrewd capi-
talist, 3Mr. Bernstein's father, by the way, was a momber of the firat cable.

company ever formed, and the taste for inter-Continental convenience
seems to run in the family,

Eleven years ago the city of Liverpool, forseeing the trouble which
would sometime arise from tha lack of a proper water supply, began a
gigantic work. Duriog the glacial period a large lake existed in Mid Wales,

¢ | but so far back as human recorcs reach, a marshy valley countainiog a

tributary of the Severn has occupied its site. Ia order to obtain a requisite
waler supply the lake has actually been rebuilt, The new lake is five miles
long, it drains some 23,000 acres, and its height above the sea is goo feet.
An immense dsm bas been built, the foundation stones of which are

1 | cemented to the bed rock. The length of the dam is 1,172 feet, its thick-

ness st its base is 120 feet and its height 761 feet, Itis estimated that the

6 lake will hold 13,000,000,000 gallons of irater, and two reservoirs provide

sgainst any temporary obstruction. The water is carried through pipes and
storago tanks across the Mersey to Liserpool, a distance of abouat 70 miles,
Io order to build the lake it w-< necesssty to rewove a church, a burial
ground and a village, and the cost o/ the whole vast undertakiog is esti-
mated to have seached $20,000,000.

King Oscar of Norway and Sweden has recently been treading upon
very unsteady ground. The Ubnited Kingdom have before this had many
differences of opinion, and now Norway has a genuine grievance for which
she canbot obtain redress. Since 1814 there has been but one diplomatic
and consular service for both countries, while the Norwayans bave been
called upon for its chiefsupport. Norway, therefore, has demanded separate
diplomatic and consular representatives, and when Premier Stang opposed
the demand, his cabinet was at once overthrown. The next Premier, Mr.
Steen, backed by the Storthing st Caristinnia, made the request to King
Oscar, and on receiving a refusal he at once threw up his office, Not-
withstanding the excited state of the people at these untoward occurrences,
King Oscar, whose sympathies are entirely with the Swedes, has, contrary
to all precedent, requested the rejected Siang to again form a cabinet, The
relations between the countries are excessively streined, and some conces-
sion must be made to Norway, else the angry talk of secession and Repub-
licanism will resuit in the division of the Scandinavian Kingdom.

The attack of the British Mission at Fez, Moroceo, by the soldiers of the
local Pasha, and Sir Euan-Smith’s prompt action io demanding and obtain-
ing recompense for the same, has been much commented upon. The trouble
arose over the hoisting of the British flsg on the Consalate, and the insult
offzred to the flag has touched a tender spot in every British heart, yet the
Moors should not be toc severely blamed. The hatred of foreign flags is
an essentis] part of the Moorish constitution. Almost every foreign power
has abused the righ: of protection which its fiig hasafforded. Inthe event
of trouble in Morocco, hundreds of Moors have sought and obtained pro-
tection under the various flags, proclaimicg themselves as the case might be,
Trench, Italian or American cit'zsns. The local Pasha can have no hold
over a people who can at any hour of the day chaoge their pationality, It
is estimated that one-fourth of the population have for thbeir private ends
sought the protaction of the Consulates. Great Britain’s record in Morocco
has been a good oue, but her corsu's, being for the most part upright men,
have never been popular in a country where intrigue is the ground-work of
the government. That she has failed to please the Pasha, and bas made
few friends among his subjects, is by no means a bad testimonial to the n-
tegrity of her officers,

A very unpleasant feature of the series of Carnegie disturbances has
been the shooting of Mr. Frick of the Caraegie Co., and the bratsl punish-
ment of a private in the militia who cheered the would-be-murderer. There
is no doubt that the private’s offznce was a grave one, savoring of disloyalty,
perbaps, but the punishment for it seems to have been borzrowed from the
Spabisb Ioquisition. * String him up by the thumbs untit he canstand it no
longe:.” Taoe order was a disgrace to the Republic of boasted freedom. A
horrible form of torture was perpetrated upon the body of a citizen of the
Uoited States, who for a few days had donned the uniform of a soldier. It
is a serious question if the punishment was a just cne—there is no doubt
that it was a fiendishone. In addition to hangiog the soldier by his thumbs,
the Colonel of the Penusylvania Militia thoughtfully ordered that one side of
the offender’s head should be shaved, and then that he ghould be drummed
out of the camp. Had thelast penslties only been infl.cted the public
would Fave bezen satisfied, but for the firat barbarity there is entirely
snother fechog. Hsppily a British soldier 1s exempt from such a punish-
ment. A British colonel who ordered such a punjshment would probably be
disgraced by a court-martial. If the U.S. Army Regulations suthorlz2 so
revolting a cruclty, some alteration shoold at once be made in the code,
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