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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Brown-Sequard, of Elixir of Lifo notoriety, is about to be eclipsed by
some man, name at present unknown, who claims (o have discovered the
microbe of old age. What he is going to do with it is a problem. If he
annihilates the whole nest of them and climiniates them from the human
frame there wiil, of course, be no more old people, and we shail all pre-
sumably be beloved of the Gods and die young.

It is alleged that in Hartford, Connecticut, during a recent epidemic of
diptheria, the only fatal cases were in familics using parafine oil for illum.
inating purposes. \Whether the fumes or vapor arising from the combustion
of the oil really had any connection with the fatality observed or not, it is a
fact that itritation of the throat and bronchial tubes is occasioned by sleep-
ing or close confinement in rooms in which parafiae 0il is burned, and is is
only reasonable to suppose that this irritation would produce a condition of
the air passeges favarable to the development of the vassilus of diphtheris,

Whether the telegrapning of a recent club election all over the conti-
nent was done for political cffect, or, as is more probable, taerely as a news
item, it is to be deprecated in cither case. To publish such a rumor as
news ig illegitimate ; to publish it as a political weapon of offense would be
contemptible. This would be analogous to actually blackballing an eligible
candidate for the purpose of belittling his words or hurting his cause, a
meanness to which no one 7i¢ to belong to a gentlemen's club could possibly
stoop. :

In their exercise of the ballot 1t club elections men are governed by two
totally different theories. The one, which is held by the thinking majority
of clubmen, is that their legal right to blackball involves grave responsi.
bilities ; that capricious Llackbailing is bound to cripple or kill 2 club;
that voting members are 1o some extent passing a verdict on the character,
standing and deportment of 2 man, and that the verdict should be influenced
by justice more than by inclination. The other theory is that a member
may without compunction * pill” any applicant he dislikes. The issue
before a club voter who hoids this view is not * Is this man faitly up to the
club standard in moral tone, prescatability, ctc?” but simply * HaveI any
objection 1o this man, or to his opinions, or tu his family, which inclines me
to prefer his exclusion to his election?” Were this theory prevalent, it is
plain that hardly a candidate co.ld feel 8 reasonable assurance of being
clected ; and ne promiuent wan could pormit his aame to be proposed, for,

other things being cqual, the more distinguished a person becomes the -

more comities and jealousics he provokes,
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