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indhiferent, and Who on bcing aisked why lie dîd not dismniss tise neghigent
and retain tise geod, replicd, thut as tor the good lie liad need of thern, and
as for tic bad, tlicy liad ticed of hini. The' iiiinistcr, on tise ather h;ind,
though the ruler of the church is aiseo the servant uof ail. Ail nocd hlm and
ho needsalnl and inay profit by ail.

MISSIONARY DEI>UTÀ'! IONS 4 ON STR1IK.>
'fico reports of missionary meetings sin one of the districts, givlit ini our

cNews of tise (Jburches " last menti), cosîtaiuied soeo pretty Iuud inutteriusgs
against the srrangewents for sucl icetings in thnt quarter. Soise of ilucce,
relating to defective notification and double appeintuiente, pcrtaincd to mat-
ters çf detail whlsi anotiser year's experieuce can easily correct. But Coin-
plaints are aise inade ini relation, to thse entire wethod ini whichi our missionary
services are couducted; and-that is a questiou of so great and s0 generai jusi-
portance, as to be fairly open to a reiuark or two, whieh, we wiIl tako the
liberty to sunke.

It seemns to us, that thse unusualiy protrneted sevcrity of the eeld during the
past 'wintcr bas flot been -xithout its influenc in prnducing tise dis4atisiaotion
now expressed. The deputations were hssif-frozcn, the cungregations vetre
often diminished by the storma,11 thse collections ditto, and in sncbi cireutiistan-
ces everything looks awry. Y~ornier griaicucs pass into the superlative de-
grec, and new ones gather aronîuid tlscM. But WC need hasrdly Say, tiiet ne
suchi peculiarity of a Sinîgle senson bliould perrnnnently affect a systein of
religious operations.

One correspondent suggests, tbat missionary mleetings be held only in piaces
where they are desired. To us, it appears that this wxould throw the whole
matter jute uncertainty, year by year; that it would break up the comiplote-
ness of the present pla~n; and that it would go fat te prevent effective dopu-
tations being forrncd. Wboen every place is visîted, and evory pssstor is
expected to take bis sbare iii the work, it eau bc doue. WVe feur thait the
ather plan would Iltako the heart ont of " the thing altogether.

There is ne doubt some diffieulty in seenring a good meeting in the towns
aud cihies, whcre public meetings are s0 numerous as to ho a perfect drag.
The cause presented is se fatniliar as to have no tomautie interest, se limnited,
in its scope as not î..j sttike the imagination by its bulk,: and bas been âO oftien
presented as to have lest the eharm. of novelty, 'while the advoeates are nearly
the saine from year te y"ar.

lu the -rural ehurches, the mxissionary meeting is more of au event, and
creatcs a greater sensation. But even in the towns, ire tbiuk it would gene-
rally be a loss te give up the service, eveu if the pecuuiary resait is not largely
affected by holding it. If the addresses are at all 'ahat tbey ought te be, the
,communication of facts, tise awakening of personal synipathy, and the exhi-
bition of tise grand prineiples and motives of missionary work, 'aill ho more
thorough and effective than 'abat is usually done from, the pulpit. By greater
attention te thse arrangements on the part of ecretaries ansd pastors, by unfail-
issgly reliable punctuality in the attendance of deputations, and perbape by
a more thorough use of the capabilities of the platforxs, stili greater interest
couid ho excited. If, as eue irriter suggests, the restoration of resolutions
irould work a revo1ution, by ail means let us have them.
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