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is on tho side of temperanco, a8 understood by prohibitionists.
It is n fact which cannot b successfully disputed that tho teaching |
of tho biblo has Leen ono of tho main cnuses of thoe drinking cus- |
toms of Europe and Amoricn. Thio Christian nations are par
excell-nce the drunken natior~ of the carth. Tho Chinees use
opium instead of liquor, but did not do so until it was first intro-
duced, and thon forced upon them by Christian Lnglund, The |
bible does suy “No drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of |
Heaven,” but 1t commends moderate drinkers, from whose ranis |
drunkaeds are made.  We cunnot undoratand how any followor of |
tho veligion of Humnnity can uphold the taflic, though we can |

casily understand how a christian can, and that too, consistent .
with tLo teaching of his bible.

— —
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NOTICES. [
|
!

Tre Clristians of Meufurd, after all thew bhluster, do not appesr
anxious to have their casayist Braden mect Mr. Underwood in
publie dobate.  Weo do not blame them, 1t success be their object, :
as Braden is no match for the champion of Materalism,

Tue Spiritual Qffering has been cnlarged to fifty-six pages and
the price advanced to two dollurs a year. Wo will send the

Offering and JornsaL for one year for two dollars and seventy-five
conts in advance.

|
|

WE havo read with much pleasure a pamphlet entitled *Buddh- |
ism and Christianity Faco to Face,” being a report of a discussion |
upon the relative merits of the two religions, between Rev. Mr.
Miottuwatto, 2 Buddbist Priest, and Rev. D. Silva, an English |
Clorgyman, with introduction and annotations by Dr. J. M.
Pesbles, tho noted traveler and Spiritualist. Tho introduction
covers seventeen pages, and is a short but clear and intelligent
history of the Buddhist religion, its founder, and its over 400,000,
000 foliowers. It treais of tho origin and prevalenco of Buddh- *
ism, its doctrines, moral influence, its aims, gives tho Buddhist
Ton Commandments, and closes with a short account of the death ‘
of its foundor. The next eighty pages arc dovoted to a full dis-
cussion between the two disputants. Wo not only sympathizo
with the “heatken” all through the discussion,but.aro of the opinion |
that he got decidedly the best of the argument.  Ho showed him-
self much better acquainted with tho Chnstian Bible and the
Ciristian religion than his opponent did with tho Buddbist Serap- |
ture or tho Buddhist religion. He deals somo heavy and merciless
blows to the absurdities of the Christian faith. Witness the fol- |
lowing. He 8aid :—* As Mary, the mother of Christ, was created
by Jebovah, Jehovah was her father and Mary his dunghter; but
as Clrist was bomn of AMary, Jehovah becomes her son, and
Mary Jechovah’s mother, and as Chiist is Jchovah's son,
Jehovah becomes Mary’s husband, and Mary hiswife.  So accord-
ing to tho Christian Scriptures, tho same Mary bocomes in -ono
caso Jehoval’s daughter, in anolher Jchovah’s mother, and in
another Jehovah's wifo, and truly if the term * roundabout” or
* circutnlocutory gonesis” could be applied to any proceeding it l
was to the Trinity notions connocted with: the birth of Chris, and
not to the reasonablo doctrine of Paticcasamuphada.” i

Tho pamphlet should be read by all who want to become ac- |
quainted with a religion which isbelioved in, and followed by, mors |
than one-third of the whole human race. For sale by Measrs.
Colby & Rich, Boston, and at this offico. Prico 25 cents.

Our contemporary, tho Religio-Philosophical Journal, is doing a
good work in exposing fraud. Though a Spiritualist paper, it is
tirst to exposo and condemn fraudulent mediums. Wo wish we
could believe that there were any of them who are not either de-
ceivers or the dupes of those who aro.

THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL

. Sheflield,

Dunise one of the sittings of tho Church of England Synod,
Iately hold in thia city, o Ros. gontlomun gravoly proposed that
the clection of an assistaut Bishop, the following plan should bu
used.  ** Placo,” ho said,  tho names of two candidutes, on slips of
paper, in a hat with a number of blunks, and then draw one of
the slips ; if one of the two names wero drawn it would indicato
God's will in the matter; if & blauk, then it vould indicate tlmlt
(tod did not approse of cithor of the mames propused ; then substi-
tute two other n.aunes, and continuo thus to do until & name was
drnwen, the e g0 drawn to be declaved called of God, nnd upwni
mously elected by tho Synod.”  Are we living in the nincteenth
ceutury, the centuty which hus brought forth the rilwav, the
steambunt, the tolephono, which is celobrated for its acientific dis
cov- 1ies, its culture and refinement 1 or has that Rov. gentleman
never heard of any of these chings, never read anything oxcept the

. productions of the dark uges. Tmngino Jehovuls” watching thut

Rev, hat and divecting the fingors of the drawer to a particulur bit
of paper,

M. Usbenrwoob lectured at Albion, N. Y., June 27 and 28,
atel at Elirm, N. Y., June 30.  Wo learn from the Bestor Jnder,
that 1¢ Las been olected uue of the Vice X residonts of the Nativnal
S cular Society of Great Brituin, at its meeting on Juno 9th, a
e will allow us, in common with his many Uanadian
frivnds, to congratulate him upon the event.

We call the special attention of Canadian Freethivkers to the
notice of the first annual Convention of the Frecthinkers Associa-

! tion of contral and westorn Now York, to which we are invited.

We had the pleasure of meeting its sterling jresident, Dr. T. L.
Brown, and gonial secrotary, Mr. Edgar M. Sellon, at Rochesta,
last Qctober, und can assure Canadians that they will receive a
cordial end hearty welcome. Lot every Canadian Freethinko,
who ean possibly do so, attend at Watking, N, Y., on the 22, 23,
24 and 25th of August, next.

ALt thuse who have beon receiving tho Jounsar and who have
not pnid for it, will please do 8o immnediutely.

Avthot .11 we bolong to the samo political party as the M,
wo condemn without qualitication the attempt of that Journal to
injure Mr. Jury, simply oecause ho is what is termed an
“#Atheist.” We do not ngree with M. Jury, politically, and cenn
find envugh in his political bolicf for which to oppose him, withuu
trying to injure him through his veliglious opinions, even if sucl
opinions were not in accord with our own.  The Mail has yet to
learn, perhaps, that it is because tho lenders and the conservative
pacty gencrally, aro more likeral in their opinions on religious
questions, that thousands are to-day in their ranks who otherwis
would be found in the camp of the *enemy.” Thero can b wo
miory effectual method adopted, to drive thoso thousands into thut
camp, than the course pursued by the Mail-—of attempting to
blucken the character of an opponent, simply because his religious
opinions do not accord Wwith its own.

MosT of our readers will, cro this, bave learned, that by the
dccision of ao English-Jewish Judge, Ars. Annie Besant hag been
robbed of her child.  The learned (3) judgo in rendering his judy
mont claimed that it was for the benefit of the child that she
should be soparated from her mother, as the athcistic opinions hold
by the mother were “unpopular,” and the teaching the child
would roccive under the mother's caro would injure her “ pros.
pects” in lifa.  The decision is an outrage on the rights of human.
ity. JLess than one hundred years ago the child of that samo
judge's grandfather might havo been torn from him on tho same
ploa—that his Jowish opinions wero * unpopular "—n_nd.fomcd to
submit to christian teaching, taught to hato and despisn its father
and his religion.



