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E.—You ara right, Duncan, and I thank
vou for reminding us ot that.  However, I
do not think that our conversation, so far,
was a mis-spending of time.

D.—Donald and myself wero talking about
it as we came along, and, 1 am sorry to sy,
wo could not agree,

Don =1 wonder what men will he ad next.
The idea of 'hinking that our poor congrega-
tions could raise upwards of £200 every year
to support a missionary, shews that some
who get money very easily themselves, have
very little sympathy for poor people, who
must work bard for every shilling they have.

E.—There is no intention nor desire to lay
any hurdeu on you, Dounald, ‘Those who wish
to enter on this scheme will not attempt to
force one shilling from you.  You will always
be at liberry to refuse giving one half-penny,
if so inclined. So you see there is no reason
to be afraid of this scheme. If supported at
all, it will be by the contributions of those
who think it a privilege to give for such a
holy and blessed object. Although vou will
not give yourself, you will not find fault with
others for doing so, if disposed.

Don.—1Iu is always the same cry—money,
wmoney ! Scarcely a Sabbath passes, but we
hear that we must give money for this or that
vbject ; and now, instead of being satisfied
with less than formerly, which should be the
ease affcr geuing. 50 much, we are to be sad-
died with an additional burden. One would
almost think, from the way some of our min-
isters speak, that to give as much money as
possible was the surest path to get to heaven,

I'—Iu grieves me very much to hear vou
speak in that way., You know well enough
that your minister does not get one penny of
that money into his own pocket, and you
ought to know, just as well, that God enjairns
on vou to give as He hath prospered you, and
that therefore your minister. when urging
this, is only telling you what God commands.
1t is not true that by giving you cun gain a
title to heaven, butit is true, and you will
one day know it to be so, that if you have no
heart to give as liberally as your means will
allow to d the cause of Christ, you are in
the way, certainly, not to heaven. B I see
no reason why you should complain, for you
are not compelled to give. You are your
own master in the matter, so far as ministers
are concerned.  But remember you will give
account io Gad, and that, perhaps, very soon,
respecdny your doings.

2).—1 have heard 1t said, that the more an
individual gives to the cause of Christ, the
more willing he becomes to continue giving ;
aund I have also heard that,invariably, those
who do so, assert that their contributing in
this way, instead of keeping them hack in
their worldly circumstances, 18 attended with
the very opposite result, If that is the case,
3t will account for what I have ofien noticed,
that the persons who complain most when
asked for contributions, are those who are in
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! the habit of giving the least, Indeed, T have-
I sometimes heard persons who never gave at
“all, louder in their complaints than any other.
! J.—~That iv gunite true, and as our neigh-
bour here thinks it so herd that his minix.
tar continues to ask so often for money, and
as he seems so much afeaick of any additional
burdens, I would like to hear how much he
contributes,  Now, Donald,. will you tell us
how much you generally give at the different
collections ?

Don.—1 pay all my just debts, and the ati-
pend T promised my own minister I generalin
pay befure the end of the year, and that is
move, perhaps, than even some of the Llders
themselves ean say.

E—~Well, Donald, we will not dispute
about that. 1 have no doubt that you try to
pay your just debts, and I am glad you pay
vour stipends, Trom the way you spenk, B
suppose the amount you pay the minister is
preuy large.

Don.—J pay between 10 and 15 shillings
a vear,

E.~That is cbout 3s. 6d. a quarter. It
seems, then, vou give to support ordinances,
every quarter, about the value of one day's
work. It costs you about the same that yow
pay for alb. of tea. For that amouut, just
what a lb. of tea costs vou, you get the ser-
vices of o minister of Christ, who spent the
best vears of his life and several hundreds of”
pounds in preparing for his holy office. Ie
preaches for vox every Sahbath, baptizes your
children, visits and catechizes your family,
and attends on you and on thenr when in
sickness und trovhle. Now, one would think
vou woukd consider all that worth a great
deal more than « b, of tea. That is all it
costs yow, however,  Surely you will not call
that a contribution,  Itis giving rothing, It
is only payitg a just debt. But besides st
pend, which certainly, at the rate you men-
tioned, will never make you much puorer, I
suppose vou give a good denl towards the
Sehemes of the Church.

Bon.—1 must confess 1 don’t often give
wueh at these collections. At the last one,
the Young Men’s Scheme, I gave seven pence,
haif-penny.

#£.—S8o that is the amount of the humien
of which you complained. Now, Donald, you
will allow me to ask you just one other quex-
tion. Do vou veally believe she Bible to be
the ward of Gud, and that what is contained
there is the voiee of God speaking to you ?

Don.—1Tt seems you suspect me of heing an
infidel, when you ask if I believe the Bible 10
be the word of God. 1 thought religion made
men charituble.

E.~—T donot think it is a breach of charity
to doubt your belief in the Bible, T hope
aund pray that you may come to believe thut
it is indeed God himself who speaks to you
there, bt it is evident you never yet regard-
ed it in that light. Had you done so, you
would believe your entire dependence-on God.




