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is rather indolent, but his ambition for wvealtli andi its inherent mark of
distinction miakes humi entcrprising. They have considerable l)uSiI1esý
judgment, and it is a rare occurrence that a white mnan gets the ')etter
of a bargain with an Indian of south-eastern Alaski. \\*len first visited
by the early voyagers, these Indians, like ill others on the coast, %vcre
bold. arrant thieves ;to.day, lowever, this accusation cannot be macle
against them. 'Fhey have great respect for the ageci; between tlRe
sexes the righits of the womien are regarded, and they live on ternis of
equality. They have considerable artistic taste in the use of cohn.irs, -are
advanced in the arts of carving in wvood, slate and mietal, and hiave fair
abilities in drawing and designing. In the latter 1 fund a nmarked
characteristic, and that is, the absence, or scarcity at least, of cui -es in
their designs, they being nearly aIl angular and rectangular.

Th'Fe totem poles one linds in the villages throughiout south-eastern
Alaska are relics of the past. l'Fey are carved trec trunks, uipwards of
thirty feet highi, with grotesque figures whichi, in a measure, represent a
genealogical tree. A totem is sinmply an org-ni/.ation of consanguineal
kindred into a recognized group or band. 'l'le (rganization is based
on mother-right, (quch as rank, wealthi, property etc.> reccived Foin the
mother. The nmost prominent totems met %vith are the wolf, .aven,

eagle, bear and wh.qle.

The practice of mutilation is oldcr than recorded history. Man
neyer lias been satisfied with either his structure or appearance, and
hias. constantly endeavored to imp-'we uipon botlh. H-owever, at present
little mutilation is done. Occasionally one meets a womnan wVith a
pierced under lip, a projecting plug being inserted into the Fiole ; and
also wvomen with tatooed ams and hands. The most hideous practice
stili in vogue among the wvomen is that of painting the face black, Ieaving a
large circle around the eyes unpainted, thereby inaking the face most
repulsive. 'l'le [)aint consists of filh-oil and charcoal, and acts as n
l)reventive against mosquitoes. Another use is for improving the cj!--
plexion, and for this purpose it is efficient. 1 recollect seeing a squaw
going off with a blackened face for some weeks on a hunting tour wvith
Fier husband ; after they returned, she washed herF.-f and emerged like
a butterfly from the chrysalis, clean, fair and bright.


