
hard facts wvhich told a talc of paîraniourt iin;port2nice and cxciting

interest, revealing in cach forination of the Earth'b crust p)ages~ of uinwrit-
ten hiistory : t w.is tbe Eart!î tellAig is ow:î tale.

Sir Archibald Geikie then pointed out the saliecat conclusions
%vhiicl. biad beeti already arrived at, with reference to the boundless anti-
quit'y of the g.obe, prescnted Lord Kelvin's views as to the limiit of
tfine that miay be assigned to our planet's antiquity. Il He estimiated
that the surface of the globe could not have consolidated less tlian ,.o
millions of years ago, for the rate of incease of teniperature iirward1s
would iii that case have been higher than it actually is ; tior mnore than

400 millions of y jars ago, for ilien there would have been 11o sens ible
increase ai aIl." " One hundre-d millions of years " wvas regarded by !îim
as thie p)robable arnocunt of tinie %viichl emibraces thc Geological bistory
of the globe."

These calculations, Sir Arcliibald holds, " may recluire revision,",
and stites Il tliat there miust bc sonie flaw in the physical argumient."*
Fromi bis own observations on Il degredatioîî " or " denudation," the
erosion of rocks and deposition of bedimients, hie lias reacbied tbe con-
clusion that Il the rate of deposition of new sedirnentary formiations over
an equivalent area ot sma-floor, niay vary tromv One 100t il) 7 20 ) cars 10
one foot in 6,8oo years."

Then tbe "lslow j)rogress of organic variation " is discussed, giving
its quota of evidence iii support of the antiquity of thc wvorld. Precise
data are wanting, in tbis l)aIticular. "We know, says tbe distinguisbied
geoilogist, Ilth at witbîn liuman experience a fewv species bave Lecomie
extinct, but tbere is no conclusive proof that a single new species bas

corne into existence. nor are al)prcciable variations rcadily apparent in
forrns that live in a wild state." H-e then instances thc seeds and
plants found with Lg-yptian niurm mies being p, :-isely tbe saine as those of
nmodern Egypt. Th'is ,îe-ative evidence, of no change, is an imiportant
factor in the probleni, and ind'cates the lapse of an enornious interval
of tinie sufficient to miodify formis oi shelîs, etc.

With reference to this problern and ýhe Ice Age on wbich Sir

Archibald Geikie bias so ably and ofcimes written, he says IlIf the
rnany thousands of ye irs whicbi bave elapsed si nce the Ice Age have pro-


