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CANADIAN HUMMINGBIRDS.

Bv W. E. SAtINDERas.

(Rend before the. Ornithological Section of the.Entomological Society of
Ontario.)

Hummîrngbirds belong ta the order Macrochires, which in-

cludes, so far as Canada is concerned, only the Goatsuckers, Swifts
a"d Hunmers. 0f these families the first two are separated from
the third by the prt.ence of more than 6 sendaries, a short broad

bill with deeply clet gape, arnd the absernce of mctallic-colourcd

plumage Thie principal characters of the Hummingbird family

are :-secondaries 6, a slender, often attenuated bill, gape not

deeply de%, colours of thc plumage more or less metallic.
Thec family embraces many genera arnd about 400 species, en.-

tirely cornfined to, America, and most of this large aumber are resi-

dents of thc South only.
Among the many species ini the tropics there are, as orne might

suppose, many curious *formns. Some of themn have veiy long tail.

feathers, while orne at least has the bill longer thau ail the remaun-

der of the body, a character flot krnowrn elsewhere among birds.

The colours exhibit ai of the. most brilliant tint%, arnd often the

most strikting contrasts:- orne bird, moittly metallic green. having

pure white tait feathers and coverts. The. tangue is protrusive, as is
that of tic Woodpeckers, arnd is composed of twa tubes for abtain-

lrng honey fromn the. nectaries at the base of a flower.
The brcast base ik very large, with an enormaus keel ta accoff-

ciodate the immenscly develapcd muscles which are required to,

move the wirngs at the great speed usual with these birds. The

reasa. for tuis extremely quick wingbeat lu that the. upper arm

borne is very short, and it lu a fact that birds which have this borne

very short must use quick wingbeats, while a long orne produces a

slower beat or a sailirng flight Thus thc Grouse and Quail have a

short upper arm, and the Gutîs and Bumzrds a long orne.

Ail thc Hummers ranging into Canada wcrc formerly ln.

cluded in the genus Toehilas, but in more recent years the species
therein cootained have beca mosstly placcd in other gencra, whose


