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R£ZIGIOUS COMMIJNIflES.

SELIGIOUS Communities are a prominent feature
of Catholic life. Beâide their number and
variety, wvhich. are considerable, there is a
special sacredness, attaching to tliein in the
nxinds of the faithful, wliich must strike the

ie outside observer as reniarkable. It begets con-
fidence as well as respect. It is due to the fact that the
inembers of these commnniiities have "left the -%vorld and
consecrated themselves to God." That is lxow wve express
the thing aniong ourselves. We ineau, iuore particularlY,
that they hia-ve shut theniselves out, by the vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience. froin an otherwise lawful exercise
of dominion over self and over possessions, and that they
have bound theniselves to the pursuit and practice of per-
fection in the Chiristian life. The rules of the communi.tyv
the life iii conmnion under a superior and eiployment in
good work, w'letlmer of prayer and contemplation or of
spiritual or temporal miercy, are the recognized mreaus of


